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Key objectives

1. Strengthen  Manuscript  Quality : Understand  what  editors  

and  reviewers  expect,  apply  essential  quality  checks,  and  

follow  ethical  publishing  practices .

2. Increase  Research  Visibility : Learn  simple,  effective  

techniques  to  enhance  discoverability  and  ensure  your  

work  reaches  the  right  audiences .

3. Navigate  Publishing  & AI Responsibly : Gain  clarity  on  the  

publishing  and  peer - review  process,  Open  Access  models,  

predatory  journal  red  flags,  and  the  ethical  use  of  AI in 

research .



About Emerald
• Founded in 1967 in Bradford, West Yorkshire

• Core subjects: business, management, education, engineering, information science

• 450 +  journals,  7,000 +  books,  3,000 +  case  studies  and  teaching  cases

• Emerald Publishing is one of the world's leading digital - first publishers , 

commissioning, curating and showcasing research that can make a real difference.

• We are connected to over 500K researchers in 130 countries .

• Each year, we have over 109 million visitors worldwide and over 30 million 

downloads of our content.

• We have won many awards in the past years especially for  Diversity and Inclusivity in 

recognition of our efforts to make our industry more diverse and inclusive, both 

internally and through the content that is published.



Navigating the Scholarly

Publishing Landscape



Writing is an art, 
but publishing is 
a business.



Some facts

• Approximately 2,25,000 researchers join the research community each year

• Nearly 45% articles are returned to authors without even reaching Editor - in- Chief ( EiC )

• Of the 55% that reach the EiC , between 30% and 50% of all research papers end up as desk reject, 

i.e., they do not even reach peer review stage

• Over 60% of the articles published by high impact journals do not contribute to their impact factor.



How long does publishing take?

Within Emerald, once accepted, papers are published within 30 days under EarlyCite .

Emerald’s EarlyCite  is the service that makes fully peer - reviewed articles available online before formal 
issue publication, giving authors citable DOIs and earlier visibility for their work..

‘Ideal’ time from submission to review feedback: 3 to 4 months

Under a perfect process, submission to publication should take 6 - 7 months



Why 
publish?



Why publish?

Career

80% of our authors 
published with a view to 
career progression and 
personal development.

Altruism
 85% published for esteem and 

to receive internal and 
external recognition.

Own Business
50% published for company 

recognition and to 
promote their business .

Subject Development
70% wanted to share 

knowledge and 
experience.

What do 
previous 

authors say?

What do 
previous 

authors say?



Top reasons for rejection

• Not following instructions –  author guidelines

• Inappropriate to the journal scope

• Problem with quality (inappropriate methodology, not reasonably rigorous)

• Insufficient contribution to the field



What do editors and reviewers look for?

• Originality –  what’s new about subject, treatment or results?

• Relevance to and extension of existing knowledge

• Research methodology –  are conclusions valid and objective?

• Clarity, structure and quality of writing –  does it communicate well?

• Sound, logical progression of argument

• Theoretical and practical implications (the ‘so what?’ factors!)

• Recency and relevance of references

• Internationality/global focus 

• Adherence to the editorial scope and objectives of the journal

• A good title, keywords, and a well - written abstract



Structuring 
your paper



Figures/tables/theory (your data/proposition)

Methods Results Discussion

Conclusion Introduction

Title & Abstract 

Structuring Your Paper



Structuring your paper -  Introduction
Convince readers that you know why your work is relevant and answer questions they might have.

• What is the problem? 

• Are there any existing solutions? 

• Which one is the best? 

• What is its main limitation? 

• What do you hope to achieve?

What can be considered: 

• Quote from previous research

• What are you adding? Make it clear

• Use recent work to cite

• Self - citing –  only when relevant

• Any work that is not your own MUST be referenced

• If you use your own previously published work, it MUST be referenced



Structuring your paper -  Method

• Indicate the main methods used

• Demonstrate that the methodology was robust, and appropriate to the objectives

• Focus on telling the main story, stating the main stages of your research, the methods used, the influences 
that determined your approach, why you chose particular samples, etc.

• Additional detail can always be given in Appendices



Structuring your paper -  Results

As with the methodology, focus on the essentials; the main facts and those with wider significance, rather than 

giving great detail on every statistic in your results.

What are the really significant facts that emerge? 



Structuring your paper -  Discussion

Consider

• Do you provide interpretation for each of your results presented?

• Are your results consistent with what other investigators have reported? Or are there any differences? Why?

• Are there any limitations?

• Does the discussion logically lead to your conclusion?

Do not

• Make statements that go beyond what the results can support

• Suddenly introduce new terms or ideas



Structuring your paper -  Conclusion
Do

• Present global and specific conclusions

• Indicate uses and extensions 

• Answer the original question 

• State limitations

• State implications for further research

Do not

• Summarise the paper –  the abstract is for this

• Start a new topic/introduce new material 

• Make obvious statements 



Polishing your work
When proofreading, look for: 

• Incorrect grammar, spelling, and punctuation 

• Flow, transition, or sense problems

• Unintended typographical errors 

• Accuracy of any mathematical or statistical content 

• Incomplete or inaccurate references

• Ensure consistency over your manuscript

• Know your common mistakes

• Use, but don't rely on, the spell checker

• Show the draft to someone else –  have a fresh pair of eyes look at it 



Discoverability of an 

Article



Discoverability of an Article

The 3 segments of your paper have the potential to significantly 

impact your chances of getting published, read, and cited:

1. Keywords

2. Title

3. Abstract



Discoverability of an article -  Title

Questions: 

1. What is my paper about? 

2. What techniques/designs were used? 

3. Who/what is studied? 

4. What were the results? 

Answers:

1. My paper studies whether X therapy improves the cognitive function of patients suffering from dementia. 

2. It was a randomized trial. 

3. I studied 40 cases from six cities in Japan. 

4. There was an improvement in the cognitive function of patients.

Use your answers to list key words. X therapy; Randomized trial; Dementia; 6 Japanese cities; 40 cases; 

Improved cognitive function



Discoverability of an article -  Title

Build a sentence with these key words. 

“This study is a randomized trial that investigates whether X therapy improved cognitive function in 

40 dementia patients from six cities in Japan; it reports improved cognitive function.” (28 words)

Delete all non - essential words (e.g., study of, investigates) and repetitive words; link the remaining. 

“This study is a randomized trial that investigates whether X therapy improved cognitive function in 

40 dementia patients from six cities in Japan” (23 words)

    OR

“Randomized trial finds X therapy improves cognitive function among forty dementia patients 

recruited from six cities across Japan ” (18 words)

Delete non - essential information and reword (reworded with subtitle and a focus on the results) 

“X therapy improves cognitive function in 40 dementia patients: A randomized trial” (12 words)



Discoverability of an article -  Keywords

Journals, search engines, and indexing and abstracting services classify papers using keywords. An accurate list of 

keywords will ensure correct indexing and help showcase your research to interested groups. This in turn will 

increase the chances of your paper being cited.

Consider keywords:

• Researchers search using key phrases. What would you search for?

• Look at the keywords of articles relevant to your manuscript –  do they give good results?

• Be descriptive –  topic, sub discipline, methodology and significant features

• Jargon –  keywords should reflect a collective understanding of the subject, not be overly niched or technical

• Repeat appropriately –  in the abstract and title for visibility



Discoverability of an article -  Abstract

Begin writing the abstract after you have finished writing your paper.

Questions: “What problem are you trying to solve?” and “What motivated you to do so?” 

Answer: Introduction and Conclusion 

Question: "How did you go about achieving your objective?" 

Answer: Methods section and list the major results from your Results section.

Question: "What are the implications of your findings?”

Arrange the sentences and phrases into a single paragraph in the following sequence: Introduction, Methods, Results, 
and Conclusions.

• Generally between 100 and 300 words –  journal specific

• Use past tense



Submitting your 
article in an Emerald 

Journal



How to Select the Right Journal

• Choosing  a journal  to  publish  in is an  investment  decision . A good  choice  can  enhance  the  impact  of  your  

work  and  your  reputation .

• Factors  to  consider  are  relevant  readership,  recent  articles,  communicative,  societies  and  internationality,  

likelihood  of  acceptance,  circulation,  time  from  submission  to  publication .

• What  type  of  paper  are  you  planning  to  write  i.e. practice  paper,  research  paper,  case  study,  review,  

viewpoint?  Check  first what  type  of  paper  the  journal  accepts .

• Do  you  have  an  open  access  mandate?  You  can  publish  open  access  with  any  Emerald  journal .

• Measuring  quality  -  Are  rankings  important  to  you?  Web  of  Science  is the  most  well - known  ranking,  but  

others  exist . Citations  are  a good,  but  not  complete,  guide  to quality . Consider  Impact  Factor,  Scopus  and  

CiteScore,  H - index,  Google  Scholar,  Usage  and  peer  perception . 



Find, Check, Submit
Emerald Journal Finder

• Search over 450 journals by keyword, title or ISSN, and use our new filter and sort options to find publications 
relevant to your needs. You can also stay updated with our latest calls for papers and special issues.

• Compare up to four journals and discover more key metrics using our new comparison feature.

Pre - submission support                                                                           Submission Platform



The publishing 
process and 

surviving peer review



Dealing with Peer Review

Don’t give up! Everybody has been rejected 

at least once

Ask and listen. Most reviewers give detailed 

comments about a rejected paper. 

Focus on paper improvement and re -

submit. 



Request for revision 
A request for revision is good news –  you are now in the publishing cycle. Nearly every published paper is 

revised at least once and, even if the comments are sharp or discouraging, they aren’t personal. 

• You have 30 days to resubmit for minor revisions, and 90 days to resubmit for major revisions.

• Acknowledge the editor and set a revision deadline

• If you disagree, explain why to the editor

• Clarify understanding if in doubt

• Consult with colleagues or co - authors

• Meet the revision deadline

• Attach a covering letter which identifies, point by point, how revision requests have been met (or if not, why 

not)



Publication Ethics



For more details on Publication ethics, visit: https://publicationethics.org

Publication ethics
Do: 

• Seek agreement between authors 

• Disclose any conflict of interest

• Authors and editors are supported by the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)

Do not: 

• Don’t submit to more than one journal at once

• Don’t self - plagiarise 

• Clear permission to publish interviews/case studies

• Make changes to author list after acceptance

https://publicationethics.org/


Plagiarism and copyright
Plagiarism  is the act of taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own (false attribution). It is considered 

fraud!

• Hard to detect with peer review but there are new tools to help us: 

• Emerald’s entire portfolio is included in iThenticate  web - based software from iParadigms  

http://www.ithenticate.com/  

• Emerald’s Plagiarism Policy can be seen at http://www.emeraldinsight.com/about/policies/

plagiarism.htm 

• For more general information visit http://www.plagiarism.org

Copyright  is also important. As the author, you need to ensure that you get permission to use content you have not 

created, to avoid delays, this should be done before you submit your work. 

• Supply written confirmation from the copyright holder when submitting your manuscript

• If permission cannot be cleared, we cannot republish that specific content 

http://www.ithenticate.com/
http://www.plagiarism.org/




Real impact is about making a difference

• Has a strong effect or change to the benefit of society

• Mobilizes knowledge so that everyone —whether in academia or not —can 
make decisions affecting positive change

• Measured by demonstrable benefits of research in the real world

• When research changes behaviour and the outcome of decision - making in 
applied settings

• Achieved via co - creation between academia and wider community



Impact extends beyond academic incentives



The publishing journey



SDGs for impact



Open Access



OA journal models 
Feature Hybrid OA Green OA Gold OA Diamond OA

Published In
Subscription journal 
(optional OA)

Repository (e.g., 
institutional)

Fully OA journal Fully OA journal

Version 
Available

Final published version
Postprint (accepted 
manuscript)

Final published 
version

Final published 
version

Author Cost APC required Free APC required Free (no APCs)

Copyright Often retained by author Retained by author
Retained by 
author

Retained by author

Embargo None Often (6–24 months) None None

License / 
Reuse 
Rights

Open license (e.g., CC BY)
Varies (limited 
reuse)

Open license (e.g., 
CC BY)

Open license (e.g., CC 
BY)

Long-Term 
Availability

Yes (if paid) Yes (in repositories) Yes Yes

Examples
Emerald, Springer, 
Elsevier, Sage, T&F

Emerald, Springer, 
Elsevier, Sage, T&F, 
arXiv, PubMed 
Central

Emerald, Springer, 
Elsevier, Sage, 
T&F, PLOS ONE, 
BMC

SciELO, Redalyc, OLH



Open Access 
at Emerald



Diamond OA journals 

Google search: EPS + Emerald OR Emerald Publishing Service



Emerald’s Diamond 
OA in India and 
Sri Lanka



OA or predatory journal?



Current use of AI in 
the Publishing  

Process



AI in research –  what & why?

Common AI Tools in Research

Large Language Models, generative AI, and machine learning algorithms help researchers in 
summarizing and analyzing data efficiently.

Efficiency and Time - Saving

AI tools offer significant efficiency improvements, saving researchers time in drafting and data 
pattern recognition tasks.

Human Judgment Importance

Despite AI support, human critical thinking and manual verification remain essential to ensure 
accuracy and context.



Why publishers need AI

• Rising manuscript volumes and pressure on peer review

• Need for faster, transparent processes

• AI as a tool for integrity, accessibility, and global reach



Authorship & Integrity



AI, originality, and scholarly voice

• Originality goes beyond plagiarism

• Ideas vs expression: what publishers assess

• Risks of homogenised , AI- polished writing

• Preserving authorial voice while using AI

• Why narrative clarity and critical thinking still matter



Defining authorship

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICJME ) Criteria for 
Authorship

• Substantial contribution to the work

• Critical intellectual review and drafting

• Final approval of the publication

• Accountability for all aspects of the work

Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) Guidelines

• Align with ICMJE definitions

• Emphasize ethical practices in publishing

• Address issues like gift authorship and AI use



Potential pitfalls and consequences

Risks of AI in Research

AI use in research can lead to plagiarism, fabricated data, and excessive reliance on 

machine - generated content.

Research Integrity

Unethical AI use undermines research integrity and can cause paper retractions and 

loss of credibility.

Guidelines and Enforcement

Emerald follows COPE guidelines and enforces strict measures against unethical AI 

practices in research.

Caution for Researchers

Researchers should verify AI outputs and treat AI as an assistant, not an authoritative 

source.



Emerald Publishing’s policy guidelines and restrictions

AI Cannot Replace Authors

Emerald emphasizes that AI tools do not replace human authorship 

and cannot be credited as authors.

Legal and Ethical Accountability

AI lacks legal standing and accountability; authors hold full 

responsibility for their work's accuracy and integrity.

Maintaining Scholarly Integrity

This principle ensures scholarly work remains original and ethically 

rigorous even when AI tools assist.



How editors and reviewers detect problematic AI use

• What publisher - side scrutiny really looks like

• Common red flags in AI - assisted manuscripts

• Why over - polished writing can raise concerns

• Limits of AI - detection tools

• How authors can avoid unintentional suspicion



Ethical Risks & Misuse



Permitted vs not permitted

Permitted Uses :
language refinement, transparent translation, data visualization, and methodology ideation to 
support research integrity.

Not Permitted Uses :
generating original content, data fabrication, writing key paper sections, and AI - produced 
evidential images.

Ethical Importance
Understanding these boundaries helps authors avoid ethical violations and maintain 
credibility in scholarly work.



AI usage table

AI Usage Example Permitted?

Abstract creation Creating or drafting abstract using 
AI prompts NO

Abstract copy - editing Refining author’s original abstract YES

Methodology ideation Generating methodological 
approaches YES

Methodology creation Writing methodology using AI NO

Data generation Creating research data/results NO

Data visualization Visualizing existing data YES

Translation Translating original work YES

Source: https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/publish-with-
us/ethics-integrity/research-publishing-ethics#ai



Declaring AI usage

Mandatory Disclosure

Authors must disclose AI use in Methods or Acknowledgements section to ensure transparency.

Disclosure Details

Disclosure should include AI tool name, version, use purpose, and any data sources utilized.

Consequences of Non - disclosure

Failure to disclose AI use may lead to manuscript rejection or post - publication corrective actions.

Fostering Trust

Transparency in AI usage promotes trust and accountability in scholarly publishing.



AI in the publishing 
process



How publishers are using AI

• AI- assisted peer review and reviewer matching

• Screening for research integrity issues

• Summarization tools for accessibility

• PaperPal  for language editing

• Reviewer Locator for finding experts

• AI for plagiarism checks and image integrity



Find, check, submit.

Search over 450 journals by keyword, title or ISSN, and use our new filter, sort and compare options to find publications 
relevant to your needs.

Compare up to four journals and discover more key metrics using our new comparison feature.

Pre submission support : Submission support :



Paperpal  Preflight: Pre - submission support



Paperpal  Preflight: Pre - submission support.



Future of AI in 
Research Publishing



What researchers should prepare for

• Clearer and more aligned AI policies across journals

• Standardised  disclosure of AI use as common practice

• Greater use of AI in editorial and peer review workflows

• Continued importance of human judgment and oversight

• Skills that will differentiate researchers in an AI - rich environment



Making your article 
discoverable



Before publication , develop an 
online presence and start building a 
community:

• Build your contact base
• Use social networks to expand 

your reach
• Create a website or a blog
• Leverage your professional, 

corporate, and academic 
connections

• Volunteer as a reviewer
• Register for an Orchid ID
• Register with KUDOS

At publication:

• Spread the word effectively within 
your community

• Let people know it is now available 
to be read and cited.

• Make the most of your publisher’s 
PR campaign, work with them to 
develop relevant, successful 
marketing messages

• Let your institutional press office 
know so they can spread the word –  
does you institution subscribe?

• Contact those you’ve cited

After publication:

Members of social networks are:
• Eager to share information 
• Looking to collaborate 

Journal articles are ideal:
• Up - to- date, legitimate content that 

is critical for specialists in your 
networks

• Collaboration is essential for journal 
production, same as it is for Twitter, 
Academic.edu, LinkedIn etc.

How to promote your work effectively



What is Kudos and why use it?
• KUDOS is a multi - publisher platform that helps researchers to 

undertake more outreach around their work and thus increase 
understanding and impact

• One place for researchers to explain, share and measure impact 
related to their work

• Key metrics from multiple providers, with insights on what is 
effective

• Small efforts can have worthwhile results -  an average of 23% 
increase in downloads

• Used by 400,000 researchers in 10,000 universities all over the 
world.

For more details on Kudos, visit: https://info.growkudos.com

https://info.growkudos.com/


Step 1: Explain

Researchers add a plain language explanation of their 
work

Personal  perspectives bring the research to life

Linked resources help set the work in context



Step 2: Share

Researchers share coded links to their publication profile pages on any network



Step 3: Measure



Beyond authorship…

Other publishing work that you might wish to get involved in includes:

•  Book reviewing

•  Refereeing/peer review

•  Editorial advisory board membership

•  Contributing editorship

•  Regional editorship

•  Editorship



Questions &
Reflections

For publishing - related queries, contact :

Ms Sangeeta Menon

Regional Publishing Manager –  South Asia

        : smenon@emerald.com

                : www.linkedin.com/in/sangeetam
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