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Harivansh Rai Bachchan (27 November 1907 — 18 January 2003) was a Hindi language poet
and writer. He was one of the major poets of the Post-Chhayavad period of Hindi poetry. His
most famous work is Madhushala. He died on 18 January 2003 in Mumbai. Indian film industry
actor Amitabh Bachchan is his son.

He taught English at Allahabad University. Later he worked as a Hindi expert in the Ministry
of External Affairs of the Government of India. Later he was a nominated member of Rajya
Sabha. Bachchan ji is counted among the most popular poets of Hindi.

His father's name was Pratap Narayan Srivastava and mother's name was Saraswati Devi. In
his childhood he was called 'Bachchan’ which literally means 'child’ or 'son'. Later he became
famous by this name.

He received education first in Urdu and then in Hindi in Kayastha school. He completed M.A.
in English from Allahabad University and Ph.D. from Cambridge University by doing research
on the poems of famous English poet W.B. Yeats.

His work ‘Do Chattane’ was awarded the Sahitya Akademi Award for Hindi Poetry in 1968. In
the same year he was also honored with the Soviet Land Nehru Award and the Lotus Award
of the Afro Asian Conference. Birla Foundation gave him Saraswati Samman for his
autobiography. Bachchan was awarded the Padma Bhushan by the Government of India in
1976 in the field of literature and education.
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