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Digital Document Preservation maintains digital data in 
its original form to ensure its long-term usability, 
durability, and integrity for future access and use.
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“Digital preservation consists of the processes aimed at ensuring the continued accessibility of
digital materials. To do this involves finding ways to re-present what was originally presented to
users by a combination of software and hardware tools acting on data.”

-UNESCO

“Digital Preservation refers to the series of managed activities necessary to ensure continued access
to digital materials for as long as necessary…(digital preservation)refers to all of the actions required
to maintain access to digital materials beyond the limits of media failure or technological and
organizational change.”

- Digital Preservation Coalition

to digital materials for as long as necessary ...(digital preservation) refers to all of the actions ren
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 Ensures Long-term Access

 Prevents Data Loss

 Preserves Cultural and Historical Records

 Supports Compliance and Legal Requirements

• Facilitates Research and Education

• Maintains Intellectual Property

• Economic and Operational Value

5



 Digitization refers to all the steps involved in making connections of historical and 
other material available online.

 The term Digitization primarily refers  to the process of translating a piece of 
information such as books, sound recordings, pictures and video into bits:

 BITS: are the fundamental  units of information in a computer system 
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 Lack of awareness

 Obsolescence of Computers, Devices & Programmes

 Copyright and IPR

 Tools and standards used

 Costs and funding 

 Usability, Accessibility and the Security aspect
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 Recombining data with migration is vital when software or hardware is outdated.
Refreshing data helps prevent decay and media obsolescence by transferring it
between identical storage media, such as moving census data from an old CD to a
new one, ensuring data integrity.

 Bit stream copying, also known as "data backup" or "mirror image backup,"
involves creating an exact duplicate of a hard drive or storage media. While it
protects against data loss from hardware failures, media decay, or disasters.
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 Replication creates duplicate data across multiple systems, minimizing the risk of
loss from failures or disasters. It ensures the longevity and integrity of digital
documents.


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 Alternative strategies to digital preservation include taking analogue backups of 
documents (print or microfilm) or recovering data from obsolete digital media.
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 Technological Obsolescence.

 Data Integrity and Authenticity

 Complexity of Digital Formats

 Absence of established standards, protocols, and proven methods for preserving 
digital information

 Technological or economic feasibility of operating on a mass scale
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 Digital preservation is crucial to ensure the longevity of digital information.

 It involves addressing technological, legal, and financial challenges.

 A combination of strategies offers the best results.
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