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Students forced me to quit: V-C

S Raju

= s.raju @hindustantimes cam

MEERUT: Chaudhary Charan
Singh University’s vice-chan-
cellor HC Gupta resigned
on Thursday, just two months
after his appointment, bemoan-
ing poor relations with student
leaders.

The alumnus of Indian
Institute of Technology-Delhi
blamed his decision on
“insulting, derogatory and
defamatory remarks from
students”,

Uttar Pradesh governor BL
Joshi had appointed him vice
chancellor on June 30.

Gupta said some student
leaders had alleged he was cor-
rupt. “They come in groups and
mount pressure to get their ille-
gitimate demands fulfilled. If

CHAUDHARY CHARAN
SINGH VARSITY V-C
SAYS DECISION WAS
FORCED BY ‘INSULTING,
DEROGATORY AND ™
DEFAMATORY REMARKS'

their demands are rejected, they
would begin raising defamato-
ry and insulting remarks.”

He said he had sent his res-
ignation to the chancellor and
the governor. “I can't work
under such conditions,” he said.

“I'am an I1Tian and nobody has -

the right to challenge my hon-
esty” Gupta said he may, how-
ever, withdraw his resignation
if all student leaders were
“thrown out of the university

. campus”. “The behavior of stu-

dent leaders has hurt me,,
deeply,” he said.

. The university is spread
across 20,000sq km and

. caters to more than 500,000

students. Its affiliated colleges
provide conventional as well
as professional training and
education.

A student leader, Snehveeer
Pundeer, said Gupta’s resigna-
tion was unfortunate.

“The vice-chancellor is an
honest person, but he clearly
lacks administrative skills,”
Pundeer said. “He was stubborn
and frequently avoided meeting
people.”

This is not the first time that
the university is embroiled in a
controversy. Students’ protests
are a daily affair at the univer-
sity campus,
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Parimal Rai joins as CMD Delhi Transco

Parimal Rai, an IAS officer has re-
cently joined Delli Transco Lid. as
Chairman and Managing Director.
He did B. Tech (Civil Engineering)
and M. Tech (Management and
Systems) from HT, Delhi and has
also done PG Diploma in Ecology and Environ-
ment. Besides CMD Delhi Transco Ltd., he has
been assigned the responsibilities of Principal
Secretary (Power), Government of Dellu, CMD,
Delhi Power Co. and Chairman of Indraprastha
Power Generation Co. Lid. and Pragau Power
Corp. Lid.
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[IT-Patna gir!
ends life over
exam results

Alok Mishra | TN

Patma: A third-year com-
puter science student of II'T-
Patna, Yalavarthi Sweeya,
committed suicide by jump-
ingfromtheroof of her four-
storeved hostel in the city
The 21-year-old belonged to
Hyderabad.

Patna SSP Alok Kumar,
who inspected the spot and
interrogated the hostel in-
mates, said prima facie it ap-
peared to be a case of sui-
cide. “Sweeya was the
topper of her school in Class
XIlexams. But she could not
securegeod gradesin herex-
ams at ITL,” the SSP said,
adding she would often tell
her friends that her parents
were nothappy with her per-
formance. Sweeya’s body
was spotted on the floor be-
hind the building by apart-
ment’s guard Ashok Kumar
Sinha around 9am. “The tap
is located behind the build-
ing. I saw the girl lyingina
pool of blood when 1 went
theretofetch water,” hesaid.

The institute authorities
were informed and Sweeya
was rushed to a private
nursing home where the
doctors  declared  her
brought dead.

Indian Express ND
02-Sep-11  pP7

lIT-Patna girl
Kills self over
poor grades

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 1

ATHIRD year student at ITT Patna
“jumped” to death from the fourth
floor of the girls” hostel at Patalipu-
tra Colonyin Patna,

Police said Y Suiya ,20, a resi-
dent of Hyderabad and third year
computer science student at IIT
Patna, jumped from the balcony of
the girls’ hostel. Though no suicide
note has been recovered, police
suspect suicide.

Patna Senior Superintendent of
Police Alok Kumar said: “It looks
to be a case of suicide. We learnt
from IIT administration that she
had been getting poor grades for
the last two years and had been un-
der peer pressure.,”

The SSP said the police had
been talking to her batchmates and
other girls to know more about
Suiya.

The police, however, ruled out
any foul play behind the incident.
Pataliputra Colony police said
Suiya took the extreme step at
around 8 am, when some girls were
still sleeping.

The girl’s body bore head injury
marks and had multiple fractures,
said the police. Her family was in-
formed about the incident.

Though there was no official
word from IIT Patna administra-
tion, a college lecturer Aditya Raj
said that Suiya was a bright student
and got along well with her
batchmates. Raj said they could not
believe that sh¢ had committed

suicide.
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Did flimsy fear of failing
push II'T boy to suicide?

By Ritlka Chopra
In New Delhi

HE APPEARED “to be
happy” and showed “no
signs of depression”.

The internal inquiry report
on the alleged suicide of an
IIT-Delhi student on
August 4 has ruled out rag-
ging or academic pressure
as the cause behind the
incident.

Dinesh Ahlawat (19), a first
year student of chemical engi-
neering from Rohtak, was
found hanging from the ceiling
fan in his room in Zanskar
Hostel by a few of his friends.

The fact that the internal
inquiry report submitted by a
four-member committee on
August 11 fails to pin-point the
cause of Ahlawat’s death has
made thé¢ case all the more
complex and baffling.

However, sources say
Ahlawat's reason for taking
the extreme step was probably
based on a flimsy and false
assumption.

“Ahlawat’s admission to IIT
was provisional as he had failed
in mathematics in his Class XI1
Board examination. It seems
he was scared of a similar per-

INSTITUTION CASFS

IIT Delhl 1

IIT Kharagpur 1
IIT Kanpur I
IIT Madras s
IIT Patna Y

formanee in the compartment
exam and he cut his life short
before checking his results,” an
IIT official, who did not wmh to
be identified, said. e

Ironically, it turned out that
Ahlawat had scored 90 per
cent in the compartment
exam.

The CBSE announced the
compartment examination
results on August 3. Though
the results were available
online, teachers at IIT believe
that Ahlawat did not know his
score even till the next day
when he committed suicide.

“He was surfing the Internet
for almost ten. hours on
August 3 and a little over three
hours on August 4. We scanned
the history of websites he vis-
ited on both days and not once
did the CBSE website figure

The spot where IIT*
Patnastudent ., #
Yaldvarthl Sweeya’
(above) jJumped to
death from the fifth _,
floor of her hostel -
building on Thursday.

AR

among them,” a source said.

“In fact, what reinforces our
belief that he did not know he
had scored 90 per cent in the
compartment exam is the fact
that on August 4, at 4.03 pm,
he received an SMS from his
sister asking for his roll num-
ber to check his result. Within
seven minutes of receiving
that SMS he killed himself,”
the source added.

In the absence of a suicide
note, the above reasons and
the circumstantial evidence
have found many takers in the

institute.

Suicides at the IITs are not
new. This year there have
been six suicide cases already;
the latest being reported from
IIT Patna on Thursday.

Notwithstanding the chain of
events which have been put
forward to explain away the
extreme step taken by
Ahlawat, the incident has left
many questions unanswered.

For instance, how did a
bright student like Ahlawat
get zero marks in mathemat-
ics in the Board examination?
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“A'STUDENT at the Indian Instit

e o
Technology-Patna (11T-P) allegedtl

committed suicide by Jumping from:
the fifth floor pf 5

- on Thursday.

The = blood- splattered body

o
‘Yalavarthi Sweeya, a third year B, Tec

student of computer science, wa
found on the ground floor of an apart
ment near Afpana Market under Patal
Iputra police station. -

She was rushed to the hospital wheri

-~ doctors declared her brought dead .
 Sweeya used to live in room No. 4017

of Sridev Apartment, which had bee
converted Into a makeshift hostel fo

“girls, The campus of IT-P Is bein

developed at Bihta, about 30 kliome
tresfrom Patna, - -
;Authorlties at the Institute Informe

% Patna’s senlor superlntendent o
. pollce (SSP) Alok Kumar, who rushed t
- the spot, said prima facie it appeare

recovered Sweeya’s sandals, cell
phone and glasses on the water tank™ -

- of the building, from where’sh

allegedly leapt to death at around !

3 The police said Sweeya, a resident of
Hyderabad, had been In a state of:
depression for some time.,

Some of her frl Iy 3
he police that Sweeya had not don§\

One is also forced to ask why
Ahlawat failed to check his
compartment results even a
day after it was declared.

“It quite difficult to under-
stand how he performed so
badly in mathematics, espe-
cially when he did pretty well
in the mathematics section of
the joint entrance examina-
tion (JEE),” a professor at ITT-
Delhi said.

Accordmg to his friends in
the institute, Ahlawat had
secured rank 1097 in the JEE.
MAaIL Topay could not verify

this with the institute author-
ities independently.

Another question that arises
is why the internal inquiry
report of IIT does not openly
point at the compartiment
exam being a cause of stress to
the student.

“We do not have all the infor-
mation regarding that issue
and hence the report doesn’t
mention it. We're hoping that
the police investigation will
throw more light on that,” II'T-
Delhi director Surendra
Prasad said.
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engméermg seats empty |

g many middleclassand lower
middlefamilies educate their K
i : ‘children in engineering colleges '
The existence of niarge number ot’ - - "that got them a high-paying IT job.
- engineering collegesisoneof the _* - ™ “ITindustry looks atengineers
* majorreasons why the IT industry | for their math proficiency, amuch
chooses Tamil Naduasa preferred 7 needed skill in analysing problems -
destination. The colleges churn _; " " and conceiving algorithms fo solve -
" out the required manpowerin - variousIT automation projects. By
* hardes, which the industrylaps up .. .- virtue of their discipline,’
 foritsown growthand expansion.. . . engineers are sought after for .
.. Butthisyear engineering ’ - technical prasping ability whi¢
institutions have faced amaior % cannétbe expected of artsand
shock. A whonping 45,000 seats out, - science graduates,” says - -,
.. of the 149 lakh available seats have ;- R Chandrasekaran, president ami
“ fallen vacant in the 2011 ; managing director of Cognizant
admissions to the 577 engineerm ! ’I‘echnoiogy . 4
colleges inthestate, = . 7 -
* Toexplain this situation A:nna ;
University vice chancellor? 3
Mannar Jawahar citesthe
increasing trend of IT companies”
going toarts and sclence colleges -
for campus hiring, Atthesame -
time, education activistsare’
demanding an embarge on the
setting up of new engineering
collegesby AICTEandthe.
impiementation of measures to -
regulate collegefees, plus hnnmve
infrastructure, qualityand
manpower in the engmeenng
education sector, - 7

S SAROJ KUMAR

: head of firstniaukri.com(g
* subsidiary of the job portal
~ naukri.com) says that margln o
. pressures duetoaglobal slowdown

: have made I'T companieslookat
- cost-cutting even for talent by
! snbstitutingengineering -
". candidates withMScs and BScs,
" “There are many comparies that’
“‘argrunning pilottestson giving ;.
- functional roles to BScs and MScs,
The industry continues to hire 95%
- engineers butis gradua]lyre-

- ‘assigning the varions support roles
- tonon-engineering workers,”

Y ¥ companieshavetasteﬁ : "¢ Theintake of non-engineering
success by hiring brilliant BSc and : j+; candidates would impact the hiring
MScIT, maths, physicsand - _prospecisof engineeringstream
chemistry graduates delivering ._students only marginally, opines
goods at par with BE. A typical BE »¢" E£Balaji, CEO of Mafo) Consultant.
fresherexpectsa salaryef ‘{25 000 “An engineer would be reiuctantto
against themore modest - © i, workonmany of the job -’ :
expectationsof BSesand MScs wha ... functionalities which an ordinary

settle for a salary of T15,000," says ** graduate could unabashedly "~
Jawahar Anna is the niodal NN
university of theTamilNadu ,";
government that conducts entranee

* perform. Schedulinga clientt:all,Z
. monitoring the profect progress;:
" arranging intra-level team

examsfor the 577 affiliate colleges. - ' communication aresomeof the :
comingunder itsumbrella. - 11" mundanetasksthatatrained
‘. ‘Tilllast year, enginesring - ;; graduate with Himited exposuret

. edncation was considered tobethe . ITcould handle.” Basie software
only passporttolandjobs inIT .- ., . testingisone domain whereIT .-
Despite the costof technical eompaniescnuldmanage theshow
education, the salarylevelsmade . - * with nonengineers
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Montek differs with Sibal on
foreign edu providers bill

Akshaya Mukul &
Nitin Sethl | Tnn

New Delhi: Considered re-
formists in the Manmohan
Singh government, HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal and Planning
Commission deputy chairper-
son Montek Singh Ahluwalia
are not on the same side when
it comes to Foreign Education
Providers Bill and a slew of
other educational legislations
being planned by the HRD
ministry.

Ahluwalia’s criticism has
come out in the latest Wiki-
Leaks disclosures, After a lot
of initial enthusiasm, the
HRD ministry is going slowon
Foreign Education Providers
Bill as afresh round of discus-
sion has begun. A cable from
the US embassy in Delhi
shows Ahluwalia expressing
reservations about the Bill to
William Burns, US undersec-
retary of state for political af-
fairs. “Hazarding that he was
perhaps talking out of turn,
Ahluwalia asserted that he
was not very happy with the
Foreign University Bill and
did not think that legislative
changes were needed (Note:

The draft Bill would allow for-
eign campuses in India. End
note.) To move forward, Ahlu-
walia suggested that a new bi-
lateral forum identify 8- dif-
ferent educational
collaborationmedels and then
determine where the US and
Indian interest was stron-
gest,” the cable dated June 8,
2009 says. The cable was re-
leased on August 26.

g = AGATE

Ahluwalia also told Burns
that his impression about Sib-
alisthathe“wanted torewrite
the bhilateral agenda of educa-
tiontofocusonthreeareas:ex-
pansion, inclusion and excel-
lence”, “The deputy chairman
said that expansion and inclu-
sion werealready being imple-
mented, but that raising the
quality of education was go-
ing to be the ‘tough part’. At
least part of the solutionliein
promoting Indian universi-
ties, which offer a global expe-
rience through some use of
visiting faculty, joint pro-
grammes, or “twinning”.
(Note: Ahluwalia has earlier

described this to American of-
ficials as a relationship be-
tween an Indian and Ameri-
canuniversity where students
from either institution spend
one year at each university)

Inthe same cable, Ahluwa-
lia while advocating a “sepa-
rate bilateral forum on educa-
tion” told Burns that he “had
been in contact with US facul-
ty of Indian origin, whoare in-
terested in pursuing new

typesof collaboration withIn-
dian universities”.

But, Ahluwalia cautioned,
there is a lack of clarity about
what would be best for the US
and Indian universities
among a “multiplicity of mod-
els”. He also suggested that to
“move forward, a new bilater-

al forum identify 8-9 different

educational collaboration
models and then determine
where US and Indian interest
was strongest. His impression
was that American universs
tiesdonot wanttosetupentire
campuses, but rather facili-
ties where they could take 30-
40 students for a semester,”

Ahluwalia categorically
stated that the “Dubai model”
would not work.
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THE TRIBUNE, NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2011

B

STEVE Couudn

HILIP Morris International,
P the maker of Marlboro ciga-

rettes, is seeking to force a
British university to reveal full details
of its research involving confiden-
tial interviews with thousands of chil-
dren aged between 11 and 16 about
their attitudes towards smoking and
cigarette packaging.

The demands from the tobacco
company, made using the UK’s Free-
dom of Information law, have coin-
cided with an internet hate campaign
targeted at university researchers
involved in smoking studies.

One of the academics has received
anonymous abusive phone calls at
her home at night. She believes they
are prompted by an organised cam-
paign by the tobacco industry to dis-
credit her work, although there is no
evidence that the cigarette companies
are directly responsible. Philip Mor-
ris says it has a “legitimate interest”
in the information, but researchers at
Stirling University say that handing
over highly sensitive data would be a
gross breach of confidence that could
Jjeopardise future studies. institutes for investigating smoking

The researchers also believe that behaviour. Its Institute for Social Mar-
the requests are having a chilling keting receives funding from the
effect on co-cperation with other aca- Department of Health as well as Jead-
demics who fear that sharing their ing charities and its research findings
own unpublished data with Stirling  have been used as evidence to support
will lead to it being handed over to  anti-smoking legislation.
the tobacco industry. ‘Cancer Research UK funded the Stir-

Philip Morris Intemationa] made ling research into the smoking behav-
its Freedom of Information (FOI) iour of British teenagers in order t0
request anonymously through aLon-  answer basic questions about why 85
don law firm in September 2009. It  per cent of adult smokers started smok-
was denied. Philip Morris thenputin  ing when they were children. The
two further FOI requests under its . researchers at Stirling have built up an
own name.. ) extensive database of interviews with

“They wanted everything we had 5,500 teenagers to analyse their atti-
ever done on this,” said Professor Ger-  tudes to cigarette marketing, packag-
ard Hastings, the institute’s director,  ing and shop displays.

“These are confidential comments  “It is a big dataset now because
about how youngsters feel about we’vebeen in the field several times
tobacco marketing. This is the sort of  talking to between 1,000 and 2,000
research that would get atobaccocom-  young people each time — going
pany into trouble if it did it itself.” down to the age of 11 and up to the
Professor Hastings added: “What is ' age of 16,” Professor Hastings said.
more, these kids have been reassured  “These kids are often saying things
that only bona fide researchers will they don’ twam‘\heu' parents to know.
have access to their data. No way can _It’s very sensitive.”

Philip Morris fit into that definition.” ~ “Asked what would happenif he Tost

The information is anonymised and  the fight against Philip Morris, Profes-
cannot be traced back to the intervie-  sor Hastings said: “It would be cata-
wees. Philip Morris told The Indepert-* “strophic.” I"don’t think that’s an-out-
dent that it is not seeking private come I would like to contemplate. It
information on named individuals.  is morally repugnant to give data con-

“As provided by the FOI Act, con-  fidentially shared with us by children
fidential and private information con-  to an industry that is so rapacious.”
cerning individuals shoufd notbe dis- . Linda Bauld, professor of socio-
closed,” said Anne Edwards, director management at Stirling, said that
of external communications at Philip other universities in Britain and
Morris. “We made the request in  abroad are following the tase with
order to understand more about a  trepidation: “Our colleagues inl the
research project conducted by the community... will not be willing nec-
University of Stirling‘ on plain pack-  essarily to hand over information.”
aging for cigarettes.” Stirling’s Institute for Social Mar-

Stirling University is part of the UK keting consists of 15 full-time
Centre for Tobacco Control Studies,a  researchers and operates with an
network of nine universities, and is  annual stgff budget of £650,000.

considered oné of the premier research

Philip Morris International employs
78,000 people and has an annual
tumnover of £27.2bn.

Professor Hastings said that Philip
Morris's demands have taken up large
armounts of time and resources, divert-

. 1fig his department’s attention from

its primary role of investigaffng smok-
ing behaviour. “We have spent a lot of
time on this. A research unit like ours

' simply can’t afford this,” he said. “But

for me the crux is the trust we have
with young people. How easy will it
be for us to get co-operation from
young people in the future? )

*Our funders will have to think care-
fully about the further funding of our
research. I don’t think for ene moment
acancer charity is going to take kind-
Iy to paying us hundreds of thousands
of pounds to give aid and succour to,
a multinational tobacco corporation.”

The researchers: Academics find
that research into smoking can seri-
ously damage their peace of mind. -

Academics studying the smoking
behaviour of British teenagers/and
adults have found themselves to be
the targets of vitriolic attacks by the
pro-smoking lobby.

University researchers have been
sent Mate'eMails and some have even —
received anonymous phone calls,
which usually come after a series of
blogs posted on pro-smoking web-
sites, including at least one which is
linked to the tobacco industry.

Linda Bauld, professor of socio-

management at Stirling University’s

Institute for Social Marketing, says
she was unprepared for the scale of
the personal attacks aimed at discred-
iting her work on smoking behav-
iour and anti-smoking legislation.
“T've had a series of anonymous
calls starting about a year ago,” Pro-
fessor Bauld said. “These are phone

" calls in the evening when I’'m at homé

with my children. It's an unpleasant
experience.

“It’s happened six or seven times and
it’s always an unknown number. It’s
usually after stuff has been posted on -
one of the main smokers’ websites. *

“They don’t leave their name, they
just say things like ‘Keep taking the
money’, and ‘Who are you to try to
intervene in other peoples’ lives’,
using a couple of profanities.”

Professor Bauld has not reported the
calls to the police but intends to be
more discreet about the availability
of her number.

Her report for the Department of
Health last March on the smoking
ban in England found that there had
been positive benefits to health and
no evidence of any obvious nega-
tive impact on the hospitality indus-
try, as the tobacco industry has
repeatedly claimed.

Imperial Tobacco, the biggest ciga-
rette company in Britain and makers
of the best-selling Lambert & Butler
brand, responded to Professor Bauld’s
report with its own review, called The ,
Bauld Truth. This report, which took
Jjust a few weeks to write, claimed that -
~=Professor Bauld's study, conducted 7
over three years, was “lazy and delib--
erately selective”, It claimed that she
used “flawed evidence and failed to
validate her findings”.

Professor Bauld said such person-
alised attacks were nothing new. Big
Tobacco has a long history of aggres-
sively dismissing scientific evidence
linking smoking to ilt health, she said,
“These... are heavily peer-reviewed -
at every stage. Their methods are
robust, whereas the evidence [the
tobacco companies] draw on are not
weli-conducted studies,” Professor
Bauld said. ~—The Independent
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Superbug on prowl
kills cancerous cells

Scientists ﬁnd Virus

which infect tumours

and rid you of cancer

By Mall Today Bureau
in New Delhi

FOR the f{irst time in the fight
against cancer, a virus has been
found to be effective in killing can-

cerous cells in humans.

This has given rise to the hopes of
developing a viral therapy for cancer

treatment in near future,
scientists said while
reporting the hreak-
through in scientific jour-
nal Nature on Thursday.

Researchers from the
Ottawa Hospital Research
Institute and several other
institutions have obtained
promising results from the
new cancer therapy they have
developed. The trial is the
first to show that an intra-
venously delivered viral ther-
apy can consistently infect
and spread within tumours
without harming normal tis-
sues in humans.

The virus'used in the ther-
apy is code named JX-594 and

is derived from a strain of
vaceinia virus that has been
used extensively as a live
vacceine against small pox.

This virus has a natural
ability to replicate preferen-
tially in cancer cells and
has been genetically engi-
neered to enhance its anti-
cancer properties.

The therapy was clinically
tested in 23 patients with
advanced cancers which had
spread to multiple organs and
had failed to respond to stan-
dard treatments. The
patients were divided in five
groups and were given differ-
ent doses of JX-594. The bhiop-

Dr John Bell conducied the research.

sies were obtained eight to 10
days later. Seven of eight
patients in the groups getting
the highest dose showed that
the virus had infected cancer

! -

Intravenous viral
therapy a lifesaver

cells and did not cause any
harm to normal tissues. The
tumour size shrunk in six
patients., Mild side effects
such as flu-like symptoms
were seen for one day.

“This is the first time in med-

N Intravenously dellvered
virus can consistently
Infect and spread within
tumours without harming
normal tissues In humans

B The virus Is derived from
a straln of vaccinla virus
extensively used as a
vacclne against small pox

i has a natural ablllty
to replicate preferen-
tlally in cancer cells

W it has been genet!cally
engineered to enhance
anti-cancer propertles

ical history that a viral ther-
apy has been shown to consis-
tently and selectively repli-
cate in cancer tissue after
intravenous infusion in
humans,” said Dr John Bell,
senior co-author on the study.

“We have also shown that we
can use this approach to
selectively express forelgn
genes in tumours, opening
the door to a whole new suite
of targeted cancer therapies,”
he added.

Bell has been investigating
cancer-fighting viruses for
over a decade now. The ther-
apy will be now tested in
larger number of patients.
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The space-age sickbay

Hi-tech ‘doctor’ . wssemimsser A

N High definition Infra-red Imager:  Mass Propac monltor: ;
8 es patlent’s * Measures temperature spectrometer . Standard ;
H - colour changes. —, \‘ changes, whichcanbesignof . forbreath < machine that H
that diagnoses - Gt : RN problems Camaysls . measurespuke, |
*  detalled than L O Hyper-spectral imager: Picks up Looks at
" . - . hyper-spectral Imager - changes In colour of patient body’s metab- :rclghfnl:\e[c;;llf:alm
d th t that could mean liver orkidney - ollsm and
Isease WI Ou ' i problems _ detects o, ,

need for tests

A SICKBAY that uses space-age
technology to diagnose diseases
ranging from stomach bugs to
cancer has been unveiled at a

British hospital.

The first of its kind, it contains a
bewildering array of equipment,
including probes designed for mis-

sions to Mars,

The gadgets in the million-pound unit
can detect illness without the need for
painful and invasive tests. They combine
information about the sight, smell and
“feel” of a disease to produce a diagnosis.

The unit is described as the first step
rder scanners that Star
Trek's Dr McCoy waved in front of
patients’ bodies to diagnose and treat ill-
ness in the crew of the Starship Enterprise.

Professor Mark Sims, the Leicester Uni-
versity space scientist who led the proj-
ect alongside Tim Coats, a professor of

towards the tri

emergency medicine, said; “In
the old days, it used to be said
that a consultant could walk
down a hospital ward and smell
various diseases, as well as telling
a patient’s health by looking at
them and feeling their pulse.
“What we are doing is a high-
tech version of that to help doc-
tors diagnose the disease. We are

Indiara

MELBOURNE, SEP |

INDIA is the second
worst country in the
world when it comes to
workers availing of sick-
le aves - even when they
are not il}, a survey has
revealed. °

The survey, conduct-
ed: across Australia,
China, France, the UK,
India, Mexico and the
US, found the booming
economy of China tak-
ing first place at 71 per
cent, followed by India
at 62 per cent, and then
Australia at 58 per cent.

. Feeling stressed was
‘the number one cause
for sickies, according to
the survey by Australian
workforce managers
_Kronos which suggested

replacing doctors’ eyes with
state-of-the-art imaging sys-
tems, replacing the nose with
breath analysis, and the ‘feel of
the pulse’ with monitoring of
blood flow using ultrasound
technology and measurement of
blood oxygen levels.”

The diagnostics development

Political & Business Daily ND 2/09/2011

unit is part of Leicester Royal
Infirmary’s A&ZE department,
One group of instruments, the
‘eyes’, uses thermal imaging
technology developed by the
university’s space scientists to
search for life on Mars to hunt
for signs of disease via the sur-
face of the human body.

carbon dloxide

speciroscopy

monitor:
Measures oxy-
genin body
cas san;pllngu Transcutaneous
oximetery
volume, depth Instrument monltor:
and speed, and and capnograph: % \aasures oxy-
picks up gases Gauges exhaled gen and carbon
linked to and Inhaled dioxide in
Infectlon blood

For instance, it should be pos-
sible to get information about
blood chemistry that points to
liver or kidney problems without
even taking a blood sample.

While some of the equipment is
routinely used in hospitals
around the country, other pieces
were custom-built for the sick-

bacteria

clrculation working

bay, making it the only one of its
type in the world. The unit will
initially be used to check out
patients thought to be suffering
from heart failure, pnezmonia
and serious, body-wide infec-
tions. But the instruments have
dozens of possible uses.

Daily Mail
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nked second worst for taking leaves

that ‘managers
needed to recog-
nise the causes of

_practical solutions,
like flexible work-
ing hours, )
The option of
flexible  working
hours, choice to take
unpaid leave if
required, and the
ability to work from
home were the three
most desired attrib-
utes when it comes
to what employers
can offer their staff
in order to help
them manage
work/life balance,
reduce stress and
address number of
sickies taken,
Kronos

stress and then find .

general '

manager Peter Harte said.
The survey said a third
of people chuck a sjckie to
take care of a sick child or
family member,” while 10
per cent cited a heavy
workload as the motivator,
- the “Coutier Mail’ newspa-
per reported. ‘
Australians were more
likely to chuck a sickie
than those in the United
States (52 per cent),
United Kingdom (43 per
cent), Mexico (38 per cent)
and France (16 per cent),
the poll found. :
Almost two-thirds of
Aussie workers sur-
veyed felt their employ-
ers should introduce
flexjble working hours
in order’ to reduce the
number of sickies that
are taken.—PTI

= .
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THE NCERT, which is cele-
brating its golden jubilee cele-
bration, would be accorded
university  status, HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal has said.
He said it would not only
enable - National Council of
Education  Research = and
Training to address diverse
- issues and upcoming ' chal-
lenges in education sector, but
also help its teachers draw pro-

Political & Business Dally ND 2I09/2011

NCERT to be accorded umverszly Status Says Kapil Szbal k

fessor level salary
"T strongly suggest that we

- should work very hard to

ensure that the university sta-
tus to NCERT is brought about
as quickly as possible," he said
at a functoin and emphasize‘d
that it should be made a “cen-

- ter of education”.

The status will also guide
other organisations in this
country to take the agenda of
NCERT and its regional units
forward.

He noted that -scholarship

-amount paid under the presti-

glous National Talent Search
Examination (NTSE) scheme is
a "farcical” ¥500 per month and
assured to "raise” the amount.

According to officials, the
university status will enable
NCERT confer BEd, MEd
degrees and PhDs through its
five regional educational col-
leges.

Recalling Prime Minister's

JIndependence Day address

where he disclosed plans to set

' up a commission to Jook at the

new vision of education in 21st

century, Sibal suggested. that

NCERT should also be an inte-
gral part of such a proposal.

. Besides, he | favoured
extending the Inspire scholar-
ship of the Ministry of Science
and Technology among the
students also. Yogendra

Advisory Council for imple-
mentation of the RTE Act in
2010 and a well-known
psepholugxst beside an NTSE
winner, suggested that the
scholarship amount be raised.

The Minister, while assur-
ing Yadav that he will look

DNA Indore 01.09.11, p-7

Beepak Gidwani @ Lucknow

The indian Institute of Man-
agement-Lucknow has started
2 unique initiative to attract
more lady candidates to its
campus. In its admission poli-
cy for the 2012-14 batch, the
prestigious B-schoot has, for the
first time, gives a special weigh-
tage of two marks to woman
candidates on gender basis.
“We want to increase the
participation of girls in the
management field,” says Prof
Arunabha Mukhopadhvay,
chairman, admission com-
mittee, M-L. Several other
changes have also been made
inthe admission policy for the
2012-14 Post Graduate Pro-
gramme (PGP) and the PGP-

ABM (Agriculture Business
Management) to attract di-
versified talent to the campus,
she pointed out.

As per the admission policy
declared recently for the 2012-
14 batch, the weightage given
for work experience has been
reduced. IM-1 authorities feel
that this measure would go a
long way in getting more
freshers to the campus. At the
same time, more importance
will now be given to academ-
ic diversity and performance

inthe graduation exam, while
the weightage of high school
and intermediate examination
marks has been reduced. Spe-
cial weichtage given to candi-
dates from different streams,
like arts, humanities, medical,
law and education, has aiso
heen increased.

“The idea is to draw diverse
talent from different fields.
This would make the learning
process better,” says Prof
Mukhopadhyay. “TiHl now, en-
gineering students have had a

. Yadav, a member of National -

into hls demand, felt the prob-
lem "is with’ the, Finance
Ministry which has to clear
the schemes and is not with
the HRD Ministry”. .

Sibal, who initiated
reforms process in the exami-
nation system, said a national
level campaign must be
launched for teachers to
understand the essence of the

‘continuous and comprehen- .

sive evaluation’ process in the
education system introduced
by CBSE

.. The ulnmate objective, he

Page 10 of 12

'said is to " carry outa natlonal
campaign to make teacher
understand that we must,
move away from a marks-cen~
tric examination system to..
evaluating the genius of a
child which encompasses per-
sonality”.

Slahng .that disparities,
exist in appointment of teach-
ers in various states’ and
salaries, he suggested bnng-'
ing about “cohesion" in the
entire system and said the

* 12th Plan will have a national '

mission on teacher education._

strong presence in manage-
ment education. With these
changes, we hope tc see more
students coming in from var-
ied streams,” she added.

Admissions to around 150
B-schools are conducted
through an annual common
admission test (CAT) but the
institutions hoid the preroga-
tiveof amending their admis-
sion policy as per their re-
quirements.

In the index drawn up for
the 2012-14 batches, the
weightage forclass 10and 12
has been reduced from 2.5
each to one each. But gradua-
tion wili get three marks in-
stead of the hithertc 2.5. Work
experience weightage has
been reduced from 2.5 to two.
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