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‘More II'Ts on blackboard,

Team TOI

Jaitley continued the
: recent tradition of an-
nouncing new IITs, though
the five announced last July
and those promised by UPA-
IT are yet to start. The FM
said a new Indian Institute
of Technology will come
up in Karnataka fulfilling
a long-standing demand by
the state, home to some of
the world’s biggest software
companies. Higher educa-
tion may have escaped the
budgetary axe faced by
school education but the in-
crease of just over Rs 3,000
crore (Rs 26,855 crore from
revised estimate of Rs 23,700
crore) will not be enough to
power the new IITs. Five new
IIMs announced by Jaitley
in July are yet to take off. On
an average one IIT costs
Rs 1,750 crore and an ITM
nearly Rs 1,000 crore.
Experts feel, the empha-
sis should have been on im-
proving infrastructure in
existing IITs which face se-
rious problems in terms of a
facility and faculty crunch.
Also, new Indian Institutes
of Science and Education
Research in Odisha and Na-
galand will entail a big ex-
penditure, though the alloca-
tion seems too conservative
and well short of the aspira-
tion. Converting the prestig-
ious Indian School of Mines
into IIT has happened after

I :Finance minister Arun

funding not chalked out

HRD gives a ¥13,000cr shiksha shocker

qucation sector faces one of the biggest budgetary cutsin
_recent times: from a mammoth Rs 82,771 crore to Rs 68,968
crore in 2015-16. HRD ministry officials were quick to explain that
the almost 17% cut is due to transfer of some programmes like
model schools to states and also due to larger devolution to states
by the Finance Commission. But since the bulk of the cut has been
in the school sector — “Rs 42,219 crore in 2015-16 from Rs 55,115

in 2014-15 — “flagship programmes like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
and Mid-Day Meal, both looking at improving quality, will suffer.

a committee meant to study
the feasibility of the move
refused to do so and agreed
only if a long list of condi-
tions was met. Jharkhand
will get its first premier en-
gineering college, but the IIT
system feels a conversion
will not automatically help
since the legacy of the past

- cannot go away easily. In

announcing new institutes,
FM seems to have missed
the larger problem afflicting

higher education, namely
the pathetic condition of
state universities. In its
last leg UPA-II had come up
with an ambitious Rashtri-
ya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhi-
yan (RUSA) to bolster state
universities subject to some
conditions. Many states
have come on board, oth-
ers too have shown interest
but the new government
is less enthusiastic about
RUSA.
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