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Delhi extends

arm to Sonepat

Centre to boast of a science and
technology park and a faculty

development centre

Yandana Ramnant
® vandana ramnani®hindustantimes com

he Indian Institute of
‘ Technology, Delhi ( IIT-
D) plans to set up an
extended campus in Rajiv
Gandhi education eity at Rai in
Sonepat district. The extended
centre in Sonepat will be
spread over an area of 50 acres
and comprise a science and
technology park and a faculty-
development centre.

Haryana government has
offered a few sites to II'T-Delhi
and the institute has short-list-
ed one in the Rajiv Gandhi
Education City and one in
Jhajjar, the same area where
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences is coming up with its}
second campus at a cost of
%1000 crore.

Inquiries from IIT Delhi
revealed that the apex technol-
ogy institute is yet to come up
with a detailed plan. “We are
waiting to take possession.
Once that happens, concrete

plans will be known,” a senior
official said on condition of
anonymity.

However, the extended cam-
pus will focus on research,
especially innovative research,
and comprise a science and
technology park and a faculty
development centre where
continued education pro-
grammes will be offered to the
faculty, the official said.

Member of Parliament,
Deepender Singh Hooda, who
is also the lone parliamentari-
an member of IIT advisory
council, submitted the letter
from the IIT Delhi, director
professor RK Shevgaonkar to
the chief minister of Haryana
Bhupinder Singh Hooda at 2
rally this weekend. In the let-
ter, Shevgaonkar has said that
the extension campus of ITT
Delhi in Haryana would not
only facilitate the expansion of
activities of IIT Delhi, but
would also provide an addition-
al impetus to the economic
growth of Haryana,
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. Allow second extension
?campus in Jhajjar district:

$.- NAVEEDIQBAL

AIT- -Delhi to Haryana govt

&r NEW DELH], JUNE 12

ArI-Delhi has asked the
_Haryana government for a
second extension campus in
Jhajjar, sources at the insti-
tute said on Tucsday During
an Idea Exchange in Delhi,
Kboda said the request for
second campus was be-
ing considered.

ITT-Delhi Director R K
Shevgaonkar had written to
_Hooda, stating that the insti-
tute wanted two campuses
in Haryana. An IIT-Delhi
-bfficial said, “We would like
Hordevelop Jhajjar as a re-
-search campus and Sonepat
dor academic -expansion,”
The institute plans to set up
Biscience and tcchnology
;-park a faculty development

centre in Sonepat,
s,t Thiscomes after Haryana

4chief Minister Bhupinder '

gvingh Hooda had announced
.that an extension of the IIT-
AXelhi campus would come
aip at Sonepat. Haryana gov-
-einment had allotted 50
Iseres of land for the exten-
sion campus at the proposed
ARajiv Gandhi Education City
ARGEC) in Sonepat.

“0In April, a six-member
team from IIT-Delhi had

_ @

IIT OFFICIALS said they plan to develop

Jhajjar as a research campus and Sonepat for
academic expansion. Hooda said the request for
a second campus was being considered

identified a site for the pro-
posed campus. The plot
measures approximately
100 acres and is situated
close to the AIIMS exten-
sion campus.

Former IIT-Delhi Direc-
tor Surendra Prasad had said
since the extension campus
was part of the institute’s
plans, they couldn’t expect
Ministry of Human Resource
Development to fund it.

Asked whether the
Haryana government would

be ready to finance the pro-
ject, Hooda said IIT had not
put forth any such request
yet. IIT officials said finances
would only be worked out
once the institute getsaletter
from Haryana government
regarding the land allotment,
The institute is also con-
sidering an executive educa-
tion programme and a contin-
ued education programme.
“It is under favourable con-
sideration by the govern-
ment,” the official said.
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ITT-D alumni
open to talks
on CET row

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A day after HRD
minister Kapil Sibal said
that the government had no
intention to impinge onIITs’
autonomy, IIT Delhi Alumni
"Association said that whilea
legal recourse was an op-
tion, it would be willing to
discuss the differences.

IIT Delhi Alumni presi-
dent Somnath Bharti said
that it was deeply worried
about Sibal’s decision not to
rollback.“The new JEE will
not only ruin IITs’ autonomy
but will also be detrimental
to the interests of the stu-
dents from rural India and
the move, if properly ana-
lyzed, seems to benefit no
ohe but coaching institutes
—afactbelyingtheclaimsof
MHRD,” he said.

Bharti added that the
alumni were willing to dis-
cuss issues but seeking legal
recourse would remain an
option. When asked about
the controversy over the

"common entrance test for
IITs, Sibal, who is Washing-
ton, said, “Quitefrankly this
is not a minister’s decision.
This is the unanimous deci-
sion of the IIT Council, con-
sisted of all the IIT directors
and chaitmen. Then wehave
the triple IIT Council repre-
sentatives there, we have
NIT Council representatives
there, They alldecided unan-
imously for a particular
courseof action,” hesaid.'

STAND-OFF CONTINUES

“In terms of the IIT Act,
there is an IIT Council. In
termsof that Actthe Council
is entitled to take certain de-
cisions by virtue of a statue.
The council’ has endorsed
those decisions. I do not
know what the exact objec-
tions to it are? I will go back
and find out the exact nature
of these objections and will
surely address it,” hesaid.

“But one thing I want to
make clear that there is no
intent to impact on the IIT
system’s autonomy. That is
quite clear. Theacademicau-
tonomy of thellT system has
to be maintained and must
be maintained. The exam
that is being contemplated is
going tobe set by the IIT, not
by the government, not by
anybody else,” he added.

Meanwhile, All India IIT
faculty federation secretary
Prof A K Mittal on Tuesday
said that IIT-Kanpur’s deci-
sion had ‘set the tone for oth-
er IITsthatdonot agree with

" the current HRD proposal of

common entrance test.
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- Editorial
Don’t tinker

_lITs can look after themselves

N order to make country’s technical education an
Iadvanced one and to give scientific research the neces-

sary momentum, country’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru established the IITs and kept them free from any kind
of governmental interference. The autonomy of these créme
a la créme was not only safeguarded, there wasn’t even an
attempt to do so. Sixty years on, his own party’s Government
at the Centre is hell bent upon doing away with the autono-
my of these apex educational bodies. There couldn’t be a
worse time than this for the seven IITs. Human Resource
Minister Kapil Sibal, who is the chairman of the IIT council,
has come up with the idea of a single entrance examination
for the IIT, NIT and IIITs which has generated much contro-
versy. Not unknown for his controversial and often autocrat-
ic decisions, Sibal’s latest resolution is nothing but an effort to
finish the independence of these institutions. The proposed
system has two contentious sides: handing over the responsi-
bility of conducting the joint entrance examination to the
CBSE and make Class XII marks as the basis of qualification.
Needless to say, if the IITs have acquired name and fame over
the past six decades it is because of iheir autonomy and self-
governing character. Since day one, the HTs used to take their
own decisions and the Government’s role was limited to facil-
itatation. Besides conducting their own entrance tests, the IITs
have been keeping the process foolproof and a maintaining
high standard throughout. ’

So, if everything is fine and there is no problem with the
conduct of examinations and the academics thereon, why tin-
ker with the existing arrangement? There is no valid argu-
ment to take away the autonomous character of the IITs and
other allied institutions, particularly when there has already
been cases of question paper leak in the AIEEE examina-
tion conducted by the CBSE .In the similar vein, making
twelfth standard marks the basis doesn’t stand the scrutiny
as different Boards have different examination patterns. In
other words; students passing from Boards which have

. strict marking guidelines will be at a disadvantage. Even the
IITs which support Sibal's proposals don't agree with the
Board marks criterion. The most vicious part of the whole
issue is the veiled threat to the IITs that if they didn’t concur
with the HRD Ministry’s proposal, they cannot rally around
for help from the Government. Not only that, in spite of
opposition from the senates and the faculty federation, the
IIT council’s supremacy is being paraded. This is something
abominable. The biggest irony is that in a country where
there is nothing to show up in the field of higher education

Jand where research in mathematics, science and allied sub-

>Jaélsleaves much to be desired, there is an attefipt to termi-

. -nate the last vestige of autonomy .IITs are some of the best

and internationally known institutions and, so, they should
be left to look after themselves.
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TIT Kanpur dares to defy

While Harvards, MITs and Stanfords have full autonomy in the exam process, India is seeing political high-handedness

Last week, IIT Kanpur’s academic sen-
atedecided toconduct its own entrance
exam in 2013, upping the ante against
the HRDministry by refusingtobe part
of the Commeon Entrance Test (CET)
for all [1Ts, NITs and ITITs. The move—
the first formal rejection of the min-
istry’s decision to hold a ‘common
test—comes when the IIT alumni are
planning to move court against CET
and there are signs that II'T's Delhi and
Bombay toc may follow the Kanpur ex-
ample. It is a good, bold move by IIT
Kanpur to dare the government by not
implementing an ill-advised proposal.
I am glad that my alma mater has
shown the nerves to stand up against
the government, when the easier op-
tion would have been to show servile
deference, even if the change could
harmthellTs in the longrun.

The usual retort from the govern-
ment will be that ITT Kanpur is acting
arrogantly, instead of a more thought-
ful response that probably our sugges-
tion to do away with IITJEE is not a
good move, after all; otherwise the IIT
faculty and alumniwould not be oppos-
ingit, for they have nothingtogain.

The HRD ministry decided last
month to introduce a two-step exam—
main and advanced, both to be held on
the same day—-and assign 50% weigh-
tage to class XII board scores for en-
trance into the IITs and other central
engineering colleges. To start with,
adding percentiles and actual marks is
like adding apples and oranges, and is
statistically flawed. The ministry may

o A

‘want to standardise board exams of

classes X and XII fifst, Béefore they de-

cidetouse thesefor entranceexams.
Because the board exam scores are

not standardised, the ministry has

_proposed a mathematical trick for

‘normalisation’ which, in principle,
would allow students tobe assignedan
all-India rank and score, to be used for
the 50% weightage. Normalisation is
required becausea95% in TamilNadu

board is probably not as good as a 85%

in CBSE. However, the
normalisation is based
on two key assumptions:
that merit distribution is
the same in all boards,
and that all exams evalu-
ate similar ‘merit’. Actu-
ally, merit distribution is
something difficult to
measure, What is mea-
sured is academic pre-
paredness, and there is
ample evidence that aca-

BHEBEN irk L s
tiple exams actually provide students
thesafety net of revisiting their perfor-
mance and the pessibility of gettingin-
to another good educational institu-
tion without havingtowaitforayearto
givethisonesingleexamagain.
Likewise, the plan’s proponents say
that combining the AIEEE and the IIT-
JEE onthesame day willmakelifeeasi-
er for students. I don’t think there is
any evidence for this, On the contrary,
the new exam pattern will compel hun-
dreds of thousandsof stu-
" dents across the country
to take a gruelling exam
they would nothave taken
otherwise. About 1.2 mil-
licn students took the
AIEEE this year and
500,000 took the IITJEE.
Given these numbers, the

A

uatle % new pattern will force the
.KVAIDYA 700000 students who
NATHAN would not have taken the

JEEtositfortheadvanced

demic preparedness

varies across different boards. The
first assumption is thus incorrect.
There is considerable variability in
the course curriculum across boards,
sophistication level of exams and
grading of exam papers within and
across boards, This invalidates the
second assumption.

The main argument for the pro-
posed system is that multiple exams
create stress in young students. On the
contrary, I think a single ‘make-or-
break’ exam will intensiﬂ stress, Mul-

. exam. Imagine the enor-
mous burden on students—to take an
AIEEE-type exam in the morning and
anlITJEE typeexatnintheafternoon.1
havetaken these exams myself and itis
quite difficult to give two high-stakes
examonthesameday.

Our political ¢czars, who are at the
helm of higher education, have relied
onflawed assumptions and misleading
rhetoric to propose the new exam pat-
tern. There is a wrong impression cre-
ated that the IITJEE is primarily re-
sponsible for pushing students

towards coaching. A study published
intheJournalof Indian Education has
revealed thatthree outof four students
inaset of Delhischools enrolled in sci-
ence streams were taking private tu-
itionsorattending coaching classes for
giving the board exam. A*hon-govern-
ment organisation pointed out earlier
this year that even primary school stu-
dents in many states seek coaching or
private tuitions. The fact of the matter
is that education in these times has be-
comeacostlyaffairand isnotlimited to
only competitive exams. Today, private
schools, on one pretext or the other,
charge enormous tuition fees. Howev-
er, when the specialised coaching insti-
tutes who normally teach much better
than the private schools charge money,
the HRDministryseemstohaveaprob-
lem, If the ministry wants to crack
down on coaching institutions, it
should first crack down on private
schools that charge exorbitantly high
fees because a greater proportion of
students are affected there.
Thiscaseshowspoliticalhigh-hand-

-edness rather than a genuine intent to

improve a system that is doing quite
well. It is best that institutions of high-
er learning are left to themselves like
the Harvards, MITs and Stanfords, and
are given full autonomy in the exam
process. The government has enough
problems in primary education and in
ruralschoolstofocusitsenergieson.

The author, formerly with JPMorgan
Chase, is CEO, Quantum Phinance
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II'Ts invoke Nehru in test tiff

Telegraph, Kolkata

New Delhi, June 12: IIT faculty today invoked Jawaharlal Nehru to protect the schools’ autonomy, accusing
the Union HRD ministry of “political interference” by proposing a single engineering entrance exam.

The IIT faculty federation issued a statement saying its fight was “to protect the academic excellence and
autonomy of the institutions envisioned by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru from any political interference”.

The statement, issued by faculty federation secretary Atul Mittal, came a day after HRD minister Kapil Sibal
was reported to have virtually ruled out a review of the IIT Council’s decision on a single Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE).

According to the statement, the faculty had “no personal agenda” behind their fight against the IIT Council’s
decision. It was mainly opposed to the provision for giving weightage to Class XII marks in the proposed exam
and the move to launch it from next year.

The new JEE will be a two-tier test comprising the JEE-Main and the JEE-Advanced.

“We feel the proposed JEE is an attack on the autonomy of the IITs. But Nehru wanted IITs to be truly
autonomous institutions,” Mittal told The Telegraph.

The IITs are the brainchild of Nehru who wanted the schools to focus on research and education to produce
skilled manpower to meet the technical and scientific needs of Independent India.

Faculty federation president K. Narasimhan, from 11T Bombay, said the one-nation one-test principle would add
to students’ stress.

At present, there are over 100 entrance tests, including the IIT-JEE, the All India Engineering Entrance Exam
and state-level JEEs. If a candidate does not perform well in one test, he/she can bank on others to get
admission into institutions the same year.

“But if there is just one test and a student does not do well in that test or he fails to appear in that test, he will
have to lose one year completely. To ensure that he does not lose one year, the candidate will be under extreme
stress to perform in the national test,” Narasimhan said.

He said a percentile-based normalisation procedure to give weightage to board marks was flawed given the
heterogeneity of school boards.

The faculty members said 11T senates were supposed to decide admission and exam policies, not the Sibal-
headed IIT Council.

Anurag Mehra, an IIT Bombay faculty, said the proposed test would emasculate the role of senates. “If these
‘reforms’ are forced through, it will lead to a greater degree of alienation of faculties from their institutions and
emasculate the role of senates,” he said.
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Narasimhan said the new JEE was more of a “cosmetic” change that does not touch the real problem. The idea

that giving weightage to board marks would discourage students from taking private coaching may not be true,
he said.

“In India, children are ignoring school studies and going to coaching centres only to get special inputs to crack
entrance tests.... The poor quality of school education is the main reason for the mushrooming of private
coaching centres.”

Narasimhan said if the 1T Council did not reconsider its decision, other I1Ts would join hands with the 1I'T

Kanpur senate that has decided to hold its own entrance exam.

The
proposed JEE
IS an attack on

autonomy of
the lITs. But
Nehru wanted
IITs to be truly
autonomous
Institutions

Jawaharlal Nehru at the ceremony IIT Faculty
to lay the foundation stone of the lIT :
Kharagpur building in March 1952 Federation
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PIL likely to be filed next week against Joint Entranc
Exam reforms

TOI, Mumbai

MUMBALI: A parents' group here will file a PIL in the Bombay high court against the Joint Entrance Exam
(JEE) reforms by next week, even as 1IT-Bombay is yet to decide the date of its senate meeting.

The Forum for Fairness in Education will probably be the first to file a petition against the reforms on behalf of
the parents. The 11T Faculty Federation and 11 T-Delhi Alumni Association have already decided to approach
court.

The forum will file the PIL against the Ministry of Human Resources and Development's decision to introduce
the reforms from the next academic session. The forum is opposed to announcement of the new JEE just 10
months before, and wonders what will happen in case of paper leaks in any board and about malpractices in
state board exams.

The forum has met the parents and taken more than 600 signatures in a campaign against the reforms. "By
Thursday, we will be able to submit all papers to the advocate, and the petition will be filed by next Tuesday,"
said forum president Jayant Jain. According to the normalization formula, a student is separated from another
by 0.000000001 percentile. Even a small mistake will mean students will lose percentile rank by some decimal
points and his advance paper will not get corrected no matter how well he did. He pointed out that students from
the 2012 batch can reappear for the exam next year and improve their score. It is unfair to students from the
2013 batch, he said, as their seniors will have time to revise their syllabus and do better.

IIT-Bombay is yet to decide on the date for the senate meeting, which more than 500 faculty members may
attend. "We may go the 1IT-Kanpur way and conduct a separate entrance test. We will express full solidarity
with [1T-Kanpur," said a senior faculty member. Officials are waiting for teachers to return from their vacations.
Parents who want to join the signature campaign can email

ITT-Guwahati Director Gautam Barua comes under
attack from faculties' body

ET, Guwaghati

NEW DELHI: [IT-Guwahati Director Gautam Barua today came under attack from an apex body of the faculties of all IITs
for supporting the Centre's 'one-nation one-test' proposal for entry into them and other centrally- funded engineering
institutes.

Without naming Barua, All India IIT Faculty Federation, said, in a statement, that it was "shocked and pained" that one of

the IITs' directors had criticised on TV channels the decision taken by the Senate of the IIT-Kanpur to conduct its own
entrance exam from next year opposing the Centre's format.

Participating in a TV debate over the issue two days ago, Barua had said, "l am sad about the extreme step taken by the
[IT-Kanpur Senate on such a small issue".

Criticising the statement, Federation Secretary A K Mittal said, "It is unfortunate that a professor of the IIT system thinks
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that the selection of the students and the academic autonomy of the IITs is small issue."

Mittal's remarks came days after the Federation attacked lIT-Kharagpur Director Damodar Acharya for supporting the
Centre's proposal.

The faculties' body hailed the decision taken by IIT -Kanpur, saying it has taken "lead in making the long-awaited,
justified action of announcing its own admission test through its Senate Resolution (as sanctioned by the Institute Act).

"The IIT-Kanpur decision by no means can be treated as an isolated event. In fact, its sets the tone for other lITs that do
not agree with the current HRD Ministry proposal of common entrance test to make similar decisions in their respective

senates and support the initiative of lIT-Kanpur," it said.

The Federation accused a section of the media of "trying to project that the IITs are split over the HRD Ministry's
proposal about the common engineering admission test".
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Govt looking into legality
of II'Ts’ resistance to CET

Himanshi Dhawan | tnn

New Dethi: In abid fo thwart the growing opin-
fon against the common entrance fest (CET)
within the Indian Institutes of Technology
(I1ITs), the government is examining the legal
strength of the positioniaken by thellT Senates.
Sofar, the HRD ministry has adopted await-and-
watch policy even as senates of HT Kanpur and
Eharagpur rejected the government’s decision
toparticipatein the CEE

Sources in the HRD ministry said that ac-
cordingto the T Actthe Senates ave neither ati-
tonomous nor do they have unfetiered righis in
the matters of academic concerns of the insthk
tute “HistheIIT Council rather than thesenate,
who is empowered o set the admission stan-
dards and other related academic matters,” a
source pointed out,

The decision taken by the IFT-Kanpur will
have to get the nod of iis board of governors in
keepingwiththe lIT Act. Accordingiosection 13
of the Act, the Board of Governors (Bo(Gyhas the
rightioreviewtheactsmadeby thesenate, by an-
other clause modify and cancel ordinances.

Fate of 325 T aspirants unsure

Over 300 HT aspirants short-listed under the 4.5%
guota for socially and educationally backward
minorities will have to wait tillWednesday to
know their fate. IT JEE organizing committee
said that the first list of seats allotted wilt he
made public on June 14, and the committee will
wait for instructions from the government il
June 13% evening. Sources said that theSC's
directive notto order a stay immediately had
dimmed hopes thatthe minority sub-quota witl
he implemented thisyear.

While Section 15 of the H'T Act gives conirol
and general regulation responsibility for main-
tenance of “standardsof instruction, education
and examination in the Institute’” to the senate,
sourees said that the function of the Senate did
not include ‘admission standards’, which is in
theexclusivedomain of the H'T Council.

The ministry has been caught in a bind
While endorsed by the I'T Couneil, the “one na-
tion, onetest’ isstiehasbeen close to HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal’'s heart.
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Govt looking into legality of lITS’ resistance

Move To Subdue Growing Opposition To CET - Cong-BJP slugfest

over SC order on
minority sub-quota

Himanshi Dhawan |

New Delhi: Inabidtothwart
the growing opinion against
the common entrance fest
(CET) within the Indian In-
stitutes of Technology (HITs),
thegovernmentisexamining
thelegal sirength of the posi-
tion taken by the [IT Senates.
So far, the human resource
development (HRD) ministry
has adopted a wait-and-
watch poliey even as senates
of IIT Kanpur and Kharag-
pur rejected the govern-
ment’s decision to participa-
teinthe CET.

Sourcesin theHRDminis-
try said that according to the
HT Act the Senates are nei-
ther autonomous nor do they
have unfettered rights in the
matters of academic con-
cerns of the Institute. “It is
the [IT Council, rather than
thesenate, who isempowered
to set the admission stan-
dards and other related aca-
demic matters,” a source
pointed out.

The decision taken by the
HIT-Kanpur will have to get
the nod of its board of gover-
nors in keeping with the IIT
Act. Aceording fo section 13
of the Act, the Board of Gov-
ernors(BoGyhas theright to
review the acts made by the
senate, by another clause mo-
difyand cancel ordinances.

While Section 15of the lIT
Act gives control and general
regulation responsibility for

HT Delhi

maintenance of “standards
of instruction, education and
examination inthe Institute™
to the senate, sources said
that the function of the Sen-
ate did not include ‘admis-
sion standards’, which is in
the exclusive domain of the
HT Council.

The ministry has been
caught in a bind. While en-
dorsed by the IIT Council, the
“one pation, one test” issue
has been close to HRD minis-
ter Kapil Stbal’sheart. Soure-
es said that the ministry
would have o take a pelitical
deecision on postponing the
exams o 2014 or will face the
risk of alienating the power-
ful faculty lobby “While the
BoG canoverrule thesenates,
it will put the faculty on a
path of direct confrontation
with the administration and
management which is best

325 T aspivants’ fate
hangs in balance

ver300HT aspirants
short-fisted under the

& 45% quotafor socially
and educationally backward
minorities wilthave towait till
Wednesday to know their fate.
1T JEE organizing committee
said that thefirstlist of seats
allotted wiltbe made publicon
Jung 14,and the commitiee will
wait forinstructions fromthe
governmenttill June 13% evening.
HT JEEorganizing chairman Prof
G BReddy said, “We will wait for
instructions fromthe governme-
nttill June 13 evening. Our first
listwilthe made public on June
14." Sources said that the apex
court'sdirective notto ordera
stay had dimmed hopes thatthe
minority sub-guota willbe
implemented this year.

avoided,"asource said.

Meanwhile, IIT Delhi
Alumni Association and All
India IIT Faculty Federation
— the two organizations op-
posing the government's
move most vehemently—
have sought a meeting with
the Prime Ministertoapprise
him of the situation that has
arisen out of the ministry’s
announcement of new JEE
on May 28.

Sources saidthat HIT Kan-
pur professors had also writ-
ten te the PM protesting
againstthe new format.

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court's refusal to stay the And-
hra Pradesh High Court order
guashing 4.5% sub-guota for
minoritiesledtoapoliticalslug-
fest, with the BJP accusing the
rulingparty of raking up “com-
munal agenda” and Congress
hitting back terming it as *Sul-
tanof communalism”,

BJP welcomed the apex
court’s decision. The Congress,
however, downplayed the deci-
sion saying there was “nothing

unusual” in the
order.
“Congress has

been  steadfastly -
and continuously following the
communal agenda. We saw it in
the Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections. In spite of the results
in these elections giving the
message that voters have reject-
ed the communal agenda, Con-
gress has not learnt its lesson,”
BJP spokesperson Nirmala
Sitharaman told reporfers
here.

Accusing Congress of in-
dulging in appeasement of mi-
norities and adopting “divide
and rule” policy, Sitharaman
said, “They (Congress) do not
have the conviction to run this

country on an agenda which
will benefit all. They want o
have this divide and rule policy
and appeasement politics,”add-
ing, “BJPdemandsthat thegov-
ernment focuses on issues
whichareaffecting allcitizens.”

Reacting sharply to main
Opposition, BJP, Congress spo-
Kesperson Manish Tewari said,
he was “surprised to hear the
word communalism from
BJP", adding that the party is
the “Sultan of communalism”
and has “vitiated” communal
harmony fnthecountry

The Supreme
Court on Monday
refused to stay a

== Andhra Pradesh
HC order quashing 4.5% sub-
quota for minorities in central
educational institutions like
HTs and ticked off the govern-
ment for the way ithas handled
the “complex” and “sensitive”
issue,

Accusing Congress of pur-
suing a policy of appeasement
of minorities and ruling by “di-
vide and rule,” Sitharaman
said, “They (Congressy do not
have conviction to run this
country on an agenda which
will benefit all. They want to
have this divide and rule policy
and appeasement polities.”

Half-hearted
steps to hurt
welfare of
Muslims: SP

» Continued from Page

he court said: “it isasen-
"sitive issue and thisis not
=k the manner in which it
should have been handled. We
are very unhappy over the way
the 4.5% subquota is carved
out. No material was produced
before the HC. No materidl is
produced before us and you
have not consulted the statuto-
vy bodies.”

A bench of Justice K S Rad-
hakrishnan and Justice J §
Khehar said plea for interim
stay of the HC judgment would
e considered on Wednesday; if
the government produced doc-
uments to make good the basis
of its December 22, 2011, dect-
sion o create 4.5% sub-guota
for the Muslims.

Althoughminority commu-
nitles, especially the Muslims,
had asked for the sub-quota for
Jong, it was eventually imple-
mented on the eve of the UP
polls, triggering accusations
about political considerations
beingthe maindriven

SP leader Kamal Faroogi
said suchhalfhearted steps, far
from being helpful, have been
detrimental to the welfare of
Muslims,and that the Congress
will havetopay priceforit.
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Tweaking lIT entrance: wrong
diagnosis, wrong prescription

Take away their (IITs/NITs/IlITs) luxury to ‘select’, force them to compete with others to ‘attract'.
Build IT-equivalents in medicine, law, commerce, art, social sciences, humanities

RAVISH TIWAR!

IT BEGAN as an in-house debate within the
II'Ts, that students coming through JEE
were no longer as exceptional and talented as
before. The villain was quickly identified:
coaching classes that promote drill and rote
rather than thought and creativity. So the
government’s policy prescriptidn: let’s un-
derline the importance of the schooling sys-
tem which ostensibly promotes original
thinking, let’s tweak the entrance examina-
tion to factor in Class X1I marks.

The entire debate revolves around stu-
dents who take the IIT entrance: less than 6
per cent of the 8 millién students who take the
Class XII exam each year. But more of that
later, first astory from The Indian Express, re-
ported last month. About 16-year-old
Ashutosh, who ranked No 2 in the UP Board
Class X1II examination. He woke up at
4 am every day, rode his bicycle
3 km from his village to Mohan, a small town in
Unnao district. Then he took a three-wheeler
to Lucknow more than 30 km away, Then he
walked 2km from the taxistand to his schoolin
Rajajipuram (Lucknow) to reach there by
7.30 am. Ashutosh took the ATEEE (for ent-
rance to NITs) but his real target, he said, is
nextyear’s IT-JEE.

Consider this: this student, who passed
Class Xwith 79.5 per cent from a government
school in Unnao, chose a private school 30-km
away inLucknow for his Class XII. Although
he appeared for AIEEE, NITs, and IIT-JEE
this year, he appears to have decided that he
will try JEE next year again. His father, a trac-
tor spase parts shopowner in Mohan, is likely

to us¢ his savings to keep his son out of uni-

vetsityand enrol him in some coaching class.

. Yon will find similar stories across more
than 65,000 higher secondary schools in the
country and these raise key questions: why
did Ashutosh prefer a private school over a
government school? Why do students and
their parents go to such lengths as to exhaust
their meagre savings to pay for coaching even
after 2 good Class XII score? Will factoring

in Class XII marks change this? The fact is
that reforming the IIT entrance isway off the
mark when it comes to solving the original
crisis: the school system.

First, the data, IIT-JEE aspirants consti-

-tute only a fraction of the total number of stu-.

dents taking the Class X1I examination across
the country. A total of 4,79 lakh students took
the IIT-JEE this year. This number includes
many who graduated from Class X11 last year,
S0, the number of Class X1l students appear-
ing in IIT-JEE is even lower than this number.
Even if one assumes all of them are from
Class XI1, this number works out to be less
than 6 per cent (5.79 per cent) of students
enrolled in Class XIL All the debate ignores
the 94 per cent.

Also, no one spares a thought for the 40

CRSASIKUMAR

per cent of students who take Class X but sim-
ply vanish by the time their cohorts reach
Class XII (all data is from HRD records).

Coming to coaching classes. Forget the 40
per cent weight (envisaged under the “one na-
tion, one test” principle), even if Class XII
scores get 100 per cent weight, it won’t wipe
out coaching classes. For the simple reason
that there are too many good students vying
for too few seats available in the quality higher
education system. It begets anxiety among
students and their parents to leave no stone
(coaching class) unturned to make it. It isa
supply problem. The number of seats (about
10,000 in 1I'T8) falls far short of students
(about 20,000 selected for counselling) found
suitableto take that course.

The T8/ NITs/ IITT, for their part, should

COMING TO coaching classes. Forget the 40 per cent weight, even if Class
Xil scores get 100 per cent weight, it wen't wipe out coaching dasses. For
the simple reason that there are too many good students vying for too few
seats in the quality higher education system. It begets anxiety ameng
students and their parents to leave no stone (coaching class) unturned to

make it. Itis a supply problem.

not be faulted for being so selective about who
they choose. They even go to the éxtent of
differentiating one from the other through
separate entrance examinations, They even
strive to maintain a hierarchy among them,
only toselect the best.

Why use “one nation, one test” to demol-
ish the healthy competition between them
to attract the best? One can argue that too
many tests put too much stress on students.
But ask all the Ashutoshes across all higher
secondary schools. They might not be sure
of getting past ITT-JEE, but they remain
hopetul either about AIEEE or about some
other entrance exam down the ladder. Many
of the students would not like to put all their
eggs in one basket,

A more robust solution would be to en-
hance the supply of quality seats at the un-
dergraduate level, not only in engineering
or medicine but also in law, commerce, hu- .
manities and social sciences. Take away their
(ITTs/ NITy/ HI'Ts) luxury to “select” from
the plentiful and force them to compete with
others to “attract” the most suitable. This
will also iron out the skew that these handful
of institutions create.

The institutional respox%:e to the hege-
mony of the ITTs lies in creating similar in-
ternational brands in other streams: human-
ities, law, commerce, social sciences among
others. This will force them to compete to at-
tract suitable students. This, in fact, will revive
interest in an interdisciplinary school cur-
riculum instead of the current distortion to-
wards Physics-Chemistry-Math/ Biology.
The bottomline is that, first, it is not part of
the ITTs/ NITs/ ITITs’ mandate to strengthen
the school system; second, a change of exam-,
ination pattern, as is being envisaged, is not
going to revive the school system,

The task of reviving secondary and
higher secondary education, to give it the
weight it deserves, is the biggest challenge
to the system today. Tweaking the IIT en-
trance exam or doing away. with marks in
Class X is not going to make any difference.
It’s not worth Kapil Sibal’s time or effort to
lose his sleep over 1T graduates. The 94 per
cent need him more.

(Disclosure: The writer is a graduate of IT
Bombay. He went to HRD's ‘pace-setting’
Navodaya Vidyalaya and attended coaching
classes before he took the JEE)
ravish.tiwari@expressindia.com
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COMMON ENTRANCE TEST

Resolve differences or we move
court, lIT alumni warns govt

Aom Tanoon/TNS

New DELHI, JuNE 12

On the controversial issue of
common entrance test for
admission to central techni-
cal institutions from 2013,
the meeting ground between
- the HRD Ministry and IITs is
fast shrinking.

In a major development
today, the alumni of IIT Delhi
threatened the Government
against conducting the CET
next year. The association
said if differences over the
test were not resolved this
week, they would go to court.

In ancther move, the All-
India IIT Faculty Federation
petitioned Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh afresh
and sought his protection for
the academic autonomy of
institutes. Countering the
interpretation of the IIT Act,
1961 by officials of the
HRD Ministry (as reported
by The Tribune), the federa-
tion said the I'T Council had
an “advisory” role under the
law and not a “compelling”
one. They demanded IIT
autonomy to be protected
even beyond the law.

The IIT Delhi Alumni
Association,  meanwhile,
reacted after HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal said the
Government had no intention
of undermining IIT autono-
my. He also said there would
be no gaing back on the deci-
sion to hold CET next year.
“Tell me how CET affects the
autonomy of ITs? They get

Faculty federatlon petmons PM

" afresh on autonomy issue

* WHAT SENATES TOLD SIBAL

& On CET in 2013: Except HIT Roorkee and _

Madras, all said no

+ % Except Guwahat, all Senates said lITs ’;-r;
o must conduct new test, not CBSE

| , # Except Guwahati, all Senates said
~. school marks must not be added to IT
*. final ranking fist -

to set the papers. They get to
decide when to hold the
tests,” Sibal said.

But the minister conve-
niently skipped the sensitive
part that allows the CBSE,
not OTs, to conduct the new
CET."
individual ITs to hold their
admission tests. How can
then a third party like the
CBSE do it for us? Would not
that be unlawful 7’ says Prof
YN Singh of IIT Kanpur.

The alumni association
reflected the faculty senti-
ment today while they
slammed Sibal’s “ne CET
rollback” comment. “We are
deeply worried about the
minister’s decision of not
rolling back CET. We want to
tell the Ministry that we pre-
fer a solution through dia-
logue. If a solution doesn’t
come our way this week, the
option of moving the court is
available,” said Somnath
Bharti, president of the T
Delhi Alumni Association.

IIT Act empowers.

The association reiterated
that the new JEE (CET)
would not only ruin IIT
autonomy but would be
detrimental to rural stu-
dents. “The new format will
further benefit the coaching
industry, which will now
coach students in Class XII
subjects, JEE Main and JEE
Advanced. This belies the
claim of Ministry that the
test would end coaching,”
Bharti said.

At another end, the faculty
reacted sharply to the
Ministry’s conclusion that
the IIT Act did not give
autonomy in admission mat-
ters to the Senates and the
Council was supreme.

“The Act gives Senates the
sole authority of decision on
admission matters. The
Council has an important
advisory rele. But Council
advice is to be discussed by
HT Senates and ratified. If
that  doesn’t  happen,
Senates’ autonomy is to be

respected,” said Atul Mittal,
secretary, federation.

- Majority IIT Senates
(Kharagpur, Kanpur,
Madzas, Bombay,
Guwahati, Roorkee and
Delhi) are against CET in
the present form.,
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Sibal offers to hear out IITs,
opens window for solution

ONE TEST ROW Delhi, Kharagpur, Bombay meet later this month to fix strategy

Yashwant Raj &
Vanita Srivastava

# (etters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON/NEW DELHI: A small
window opgned on Tuesday for
the resolution of the ugly row
between the HRD ministry and
some of the IITs over the new
format of the common entrance
exam for admission into the elite
engineering institutes.

In Washington to attend the
India-US Eduecation Dialogue,
human resource development
minister Kapil Sibal on Tuesday
offered to address the objections
of some Indian Institutes of
Technology to the new test even
as he strongly defended the new
system.

The minister said he believes
the new system doesn't jeopar-
dise the autonomy of the IITs,
“If T am enlightened on how it
will be jeopardised, I am always
open to be empowered,” he said,
adding that he was willing to
address the issue after he
returned to India.

Reacting to Sibal’s statement,
Somnath Bharti, president of
the  IIT-Delhi Alumni
Association, which is at the fore-
front of the stir against the new
exam, said: “We welcome the
assurances on the question
of autonomy of IIT. We will
surely prefer a solution through
dialogue.”

At the heart of the contro-

FIGHT OVER FORMATS

What was the 2012 pattem

- How wiil the new admission
H RD_Imi_msEer of HT entrance exams? system work? )
Kapil Sibal's » Consisted of two objective- » The new exam will have two
proposal to type papers each having maths, | parts - JEE-Main and JEE-
change the liT physics and chemistry sections Advanced
entrance exam ® Students with at least 10% in = The top 50,000 rank-holders in
format has each subject and 35% overall JEE-Main will be eligible for
kicked were ranked according to their admission to the lITs
icked up a aggregates « The top 50,000 ranks wilt be
-storm. Here’s = The top 17,500 candidates based both on the JEE-Main as
all you need made it to a shortlist well as the candidate’s score in
to know _iw.. | ®Acomputerised system his Class 12 hoards
about f %, _declded course allocation and » The final ranking for admission
It i ) admissions for about 9,500 into I1Ts will depend only on the
! - - ' lucky candidates who made JEE-Advanced scores of these
™ ‘@" it to the 17 (ITs 50,000 candidates
[m N, THE BONRE OF CONTENTION e ?; THE :
s = *5 IIT senates have rejected the proposal to i QUESTION‘
. va « | implement the new pattern of exams in 2013 ?LWlllch view
& # The BT Councit accepted the proposal unanimpuslsf i will mmﬁw g
versy lies the HRD ministry's = Six of the seven IIT senates  admission committee will hold
decision to push throughanew  said IITs should conduct asep-  its first meeting on Wednesday.

format of exams for admission
to the 17 IITs in the face of stiff
opposition from various quar-
ters (see Fight over formats).
Consider this:

s Of the 7 older IITs (Kanpur,
Kharagpur, Bembay, Delhi,
Madras, Roorkee and
Guwazhati), the senates of 5 IITs
had demanded that the 2012 pat-
tern should econtinue in 2013;

= Several IITs objected to the
inclusion of Class 12 board marks
in the selection criteria; and

arate test to select candidates;
However, the HRD ministry
disregarded all these views and
decided to implement the new
exam pattern from 2013, based
on support from the IIT coun-
cil, which included institute
directors and chairmen.
IIT-Kanpur has already come
out openly against the new sys-
tem, Its senate, which met on
June 8, decided to junk the joint
entrance exam and conduct its
own admission test. Its new

“The new JEE will not only
ruin IIT's autonomy but will alse
be detrimental to the interests
of students from rural India,”
said Bharti.

IIT-Delhi senate will meet
on June 21 and discuss the
issue, while the IIT-Khargapur
Teacher’s Association will
on the same day decide its
strategy. IIT-Bombay is also
planning a senate meeting later
this month.
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Sibal ready to address IITs’ objections

WASHINGTON, 12 JUNE: Mainta-
ining that the move to have “one
nation, one test” is in the best int-
.erest of the students and parents,
human resources development
minister Kapil Sibal has offered
to_address the objections being
raised by certain 1175 in this
regard.

Currently in Washington to
attend the India-US Education
Dialogue, Mr Sibal said he has no
intention of infringing upon their
autonomy and he has always
worked for the autonomy of IITs

‘The exam that is
heing contemplated is
going to be set by the
HY, not by the
government, not by
anybody elss’
and other educational institu-
tions. _

“Quite frankly this is not the
minister's decisions. This is the
unanimous decision of the UT

council, consisting of all the IIT
directors and chairmen. Then we

have the IIIT council representa-
tives and the NIIT Council repre-
sentatives there. All of them decid-
ed unanimously for a particular
course of action,” he said,

“In terms of the IIT Act, the
Council is entitled to take certain
decisions by virtue of a statute,
The Counci! has endorsed those
decisions,” he said.

“However, the academic auton-
omy of the lIT system has to be
maintained and must be man-
tained. The exam that is being
contemplated is going to be set by

the ITT, not by the government,
not by anybody else,” he added.

IIT-Kanpur has rejected the
“one-nation one-test” proposal
and decided to conduct its own
entrance exam,

The 1T Dethi  Alumni
Association and All India IT
Faculty Federation ~ the two
influential organisations opposing
the move ~ have sought an audi-
ence with the Prime Minister to
apprise him of the situation that
has ariscn out of HRD announce-
ment of new JEE. pti
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Sibal proposes

JEE to he held
{wice a year.

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

he proposed single
entrance test for IITs and
other Central engineering col-
leges will be held twice a year.
Aspirants who fail to appear for
the HRD Ministry’s proposed
April 2013 JEE because of
delayed board results, ete, can
take the second JEE in 2013 at
the year-end.
he decision was taken by
the Joint Council of IITs and
other Central technical insti-
tutes chaired by HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal last month.
According to the minutes of the
meeting available with The
Pioneer, two JEEs will be con-
ducted in a year so that stu-
dents who wish to attempt
more than once can be allowed
to do 50 in a year.

The first JEE will be held in
April 2013 and the second in
November/December 2013. The
third JEE, as per HRD's proposal
will be held in April 2014.

The decision seems to have
been taken to accommodate

those who fail to sit in the April -

2013 JEE due to delayed board
results or lack of preparedness.
They will have ample time to
prepare themselves for the
year-end JEE. Similarly, if any
wish to improve their scores
they can also take a second bite
of the cherry. In certain cases
age related issues could also be
sorted out in this process.
Further, the proposals also
said that those who have
Continued on Page 4

‘Sibal proposes
JEE to be held
twice a year

From Page 1
* already taken Class 12th
board examinations in 2012
and wish to improve upon
their performance can appear
. again for the board examina-
tions in 2013. They can sit for
the new format JEE 2013 which
will take into account the board
results based on percentile
equation in preparing the merit
list (JEE-Main). “CBSE and
State boards would make
appropriate arrangements to
facilitate this through a special
dispensation,” said a HRD
Ministry official.

“The detailed terms of ref-
erence and composition of the
Joint Admission (JAB), JEE
Academic, Delivery and
Interface Group would be
notified by the Ministry by the
third week of July, added
the official.

According to the minutes
approved by all the stakehold-
ers, the two parts single day JEE
will consist of a 180-minute
mains session in the morning.
The three-hour Advanced sec-
ond test, which will ensure a
seat in the IIT, will take place
on the same afternoon.

Sibal had on May 28, 2012
announced that from 2013,
aspiring candidates for IITs
and other Central institutes like
NITs and IIITs will have to sit
under a new format of com-
mon entrance test, which will
also take the plus-two board
results into consideration. The
Minister had claimed that it
was approved without dissent
at a council consisting of the
IITs, the IITTs and the NITs.
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As debate ra, IITs, Sibal ead for talks

Option to move
court open if
dialogue fails: IIT
Delhi Alumni

PNS B NEW DELH!

Wxth HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal offering to address
their objections, the facull
members of all the IITs and the
IIT Alumni Association on
Tuesday said they were willing
to sit across the table to discuss
the matter but not before mak-
ing it clear that if the talks failed
the option of moving the court
was always at their disposal.

They also expressed resent-
ment over the Government’s
“present action and responses”
and the decision not to roll
back the single test idea.

Currently in Washington
to attend the India-US
Education Dialogue, Sibal said
he has no intention of infring-
ing upon the autonomy of the
IITs but at the same time con-
veyed that the new format of
‘One-nation-One-test’ was is in
the best interest of the students
and parents,

Talking to reporters in
Washington, Sibal also rejected
criticism and virtually ruled out
going back on the proposal.

All India IIT Faculty

Association (AIITFF) Secretary
Prof AK Mittal said the facul-
ty members had no personal
agenda and that it was their
responsibility to “defend and

rotect the academic excel-

ence and autenomy of these
great institutions envisioned by
Pandit Jawahatlal Nehru from
any political interference.

In opposing the HRD
erilstry’s test, we are not try-
ing to achieve elitist status but
protect the sanctity of academic
freedom granted to these insti-
tutions by an act of Parliament
(Institutes of Technology Act,
1961} and ensure that only the
best students get selected by a
fair process,” Mittal said.

The IIT Alumni Association
too welcomed the assurances of
Minister on the question of
autonomy but expressed resent-
ment over the decision of not

lling back. “Since we are being
asked whether we would accept

the invitation of MHRD to dis-
cuss the differences when
extended, we would like to let
MHRD know that we would
surely prefer a solution through
dialogues but if solution does not
scem coming our way through
dialogues this week, moving to
the court is always available to
be opted for, said Somnath
Bharti, president, IIT Delhi
Alumni Association,

Eatlier in the day, IIT-
Guwahati Director Gautam
Barua came under attack from
the faculties of all 1[Ts for  sup-
portmg the Centre’s ‘one-
nation one-test’ proposal for
entry into them and other
centrally- funded engineering
institutes. Without naming
Barua, All India IIT Faculty
Federation, said, in a state-
ment, that it was “shocked
and pained” that one of the
IITS directors had criticised on
TV channels the decision
taken by the Senate of the IIT-
Kanpur to conduct its own
entrance exam from next year
opposing the Centre’s format.

Criticising the statement,
AIITFF said, “It is unfortunate
that a professor of the IIT sys-
tem thinks that the selection of
the students and the academic
autonomy of the IITs is small
issue” Mittal's remarks came
days after the Federation

attacked IIT-KharagFu.r Director
Damodar Acharya for s:f)pon—
, ing the Centres propos:

Mint, ND

Bar takes on

‘HRD Mmlster

over Bill

NEW DELHI: Upping the ante
over the proposed Higher
Education Research (HER) Bilt,
the Bar Council of India on
Tuesday said lawyers across
would abstain from work on

July 11 and 12 if legal education .

I3 not removed from the
purview of the Bill envisaging an
overarching regulator. The
controversial HER Bill, which
also aims at regulating the

legat education system in the

country, has been facing strong

opposition from the apex

lawyers’ body which has termed

it as a “clandestine” attempt by .
“the HRD Ministry to “usurp™
their powers.

BC! spokesparson §

Prabhakaran alleged at a Press .

conference here that the HRD
Ministry, in the garb of
reforming the legal education
system, is trying to pave the
way tor foreign law schools and
law firms to come to India.
Terming the proposed Bilias
“draconian, unconstitutionat and
undemacratic”, Prabhakaran
questioned the need for such a
bill saying the apex lawyers
body has done a “good job” in
maintaining the standards of
legal education.
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Ready to address
IITs' objections: Sibal

Washington: Maintainlng that the
move to have *one natlon one test” Is in
the best interest of the students and
parents, human resources development
(HRD) minister Kapll Sibal has offered
to address the objections being ralsed by
certaln indlan Institutes of Technelogy

(lITs) inthis regard,

Currently in Washington to attend
the India-US Education Dlalogue, Sibal
sald he has no intentlon of Infringing
upon thelr autonomy and he has
always worked for the autonomy of
|ITs and other educational Institutions.

T

~ Centre submits documents
- before SC on minority quota

NEW DELHI: The Centre °

on ’f'uesday placed before
the Supreme Court the “rel-
evant” material and docu-
ments on the basis of which
it carved out 4.5 per cent
sub-quota for minorities in
the central educational insti-
tutions such as IITs.

Additional Solicitor
General Gourab Banerji men-
tioned the issue and placed
the documents before a Bench
comprising justices KS
Radhakrishnan and }S
Khehar, which had on
Monday asked the Ministry of
Human Resources
Development to place the
material by Tuesday.

The apex court, which
had on Monday refused to
stay the Andhra Pradesh High
Court order quashing the 4.5
per cent sub- quota for
minorities within the 27 per
cent reservation for OBCs in
central educational institu-
tions, had posted the matter
for hearing on Wednesday.

The Bench had ticked off
the Government for the w ay
it had handled the “complex’
and “sensitive” issue,

The spex cmﬁ had also

ressed its “unhappiness”
fﬁt the Centre was ﬂ)amm
the high court when it ha
itself failed to produce docu-
ments to support its case,

The Bench was critical of
the Ministry of Human
Resource Development rush-
ing to the apex court with the
appeal against the May 28
order of the high court with-
out documents to justify the
policy of carving out 4.5 per
cent sub-quota within the 27
per cent OBC reservation.

The Union Government
had moved the apex court
challenging the high court
order quashing the 4.5 per
cent sub-quota for minorities.

The December 22, 2011
Office Memorandum for the
sub-quota for socially and
educationally backwar! class-
es of citizens belonging to
minority communities in cen-
tral educational institutions
and jobs was announced
the Centre ahead of the
Assembly elections in five
States i mjudmg Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab.

PTI
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IIT faculty steps up
attack on directors

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 12

The All-India IIT Faculty
Federation on Tuesday
stepped up its attacks on
IIT directors for supporting
the Centre's “one-nation
one-test” proposal. IIT-
Guwahati director Gautam
Barua came under sharp
criticism from the All-India
IIT Faculty Federation.

In a statement, the IIT
Faculty Federation said it
was “shocked and pained”
that one of the IITs’ direc-
tors had criticised on TV
channels the decision
taken by the senate of the
IIT-Kanpur to conduct its
own entrance exam from
next year opposing the
Centre’s format.- The feder-
ation’s reaction came after
Mr Barua said, “I am sad
about the extreme step
taken by the IIT-Kanpur
senate on such a small
issue”.

Without naming the IIT-
Guwahati director, federa-
tion secretary A.K. Mittal
said, “It is unfortunate that
a professor of the IIT sys-

tem thinks that the selec-
tion of the students and the
academic autonomy of the
IITs is small issue,”

This is the second such
attack on an IIT director by
the federation after it tar-
geted IIT-Kharagpur direc-
tor Damodar Acharya for
supporting the Centre's
proposal. The faculty body
hailed the decision taken
by II'T-Kanpur. “The HT-
Kanpur decision by no
means can be treated as an
isclated event. In fact, its
sets the tone for other IITs
that do not agree with the
current HRD ministry pro-
posal of common entrance
test to make similar deci-
sions in their respective
senates and support the ini-
tiative of IIT-Kanpur,” it
said.

Meanwhile, IT-Delhi
Alumni Association, which
has threatened to file a PIL
in the HC against the
Centre’s plan, said they
would prefer a solution
through dialogue. “Since
we are being asked whether
we would accept the invita-
tion of the minister to dis-

cuss the differences when
extended, we would like to
let him know that we would
surely prefer a solution
through dialogue but if
solution does not seem
coming our way through
dialogue this week, moving
to the court is always avail-
able to be opted for,” IIT-
Delhi Alumni association
president Somnath Bharti
said.

As per the plan all Central
government engineering
institutes will implement a
weightage system  of
40/30/30 (class XII, JEE-
main and JEE-advanced
respectively). The IITs
have been provided a two
yvear period for accepting
this formula and will
review the new system in
2015. In the case of IITs, the
class XII board results and
the JEE-main test will be
given 50 per cent weightage
each.

While the top 50,000 (or
whatever number the IIT
Joint Admission Board
decides) students will be
selected for the JEE-
advance test,
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Common test:
Kapil Sibal
offers to address
IITs’ objections

Press Trust of India
Washington, Jun 12
Maintaining that the move to
have “one nation, one test” is
in the best interest of the stu-
dents and parents, the Hu-
man Resources Development
Minister, Mr Kapil Sibal, has
offered to address the objec-
tions being raised by certain

II'Ts in this regard.
Currently in Washington
to attend the India-US Edu-
cation Dialogue, Mr Sibal
.said he has no intention of
infringing upon their autono-
my.
“Quite frankly this is not
the Minister’s decisions. This
is the unanimous decision of
the IIT Council, consisting of
all the IIT Directors and
Chairmen ,” he said.

Economic Times ND 13~Jun-12 p8

Sibal Rules Out
Roliback of

Common Exam
Saysthere'sno

intent toimpact HT
system’'sautonomy -

OURPOLITICALBUREAU
NEW DELHI

Even as members of the IIT facul-
ty and alumni continue to protest
over the new common entrance
examination, human resource de-
velopment minister Kapil Sibal
virtually ruled out arollback.

The minister, who is currently in
Washington for the India-US higher
educationdialegue with US secreta-
ry of state Hillary Clinton, stressed
on the need to reduce the number of
examinations that students have to
take for admission to colleges and
universities and toaccord the integ-
rity to the school system.

“In India, each child has tolook for
auniversity or a college and then he
has to sit for 30-35exams. .. the men-
tal stressand torture of havingtogo
to 30-35 exams, I think, is not fair to
the parents as well as to the chil-
dren, Then, the other thing is that
the school system must be accorded
itsintegrity The class Xl board isa
very important milestone in the life
of a child and how he does in the
class XTI Board is exceptionally im-
portant, Any process of admission
should take that into account. So
these are the objectives,” Sibal said
while explaining the rationale for
the common entrance exam.

Sibal told newspersons the ‘one
nation, one test’ proposal was a
unanimous decision of the OT
Council taken in accordance with
the IIT Act passed by the Indian Par-
liament. “There is no intent to im-
pacttheIT system’s autonomy, The
exam that is being contemplated is
tobeset by theITT itself It isthe JAB
(Joint Admissions Board), which
will actually set the examination,
We have no desire in any way (to in-
fringe onthe autonomy).”

Page 20 of 37



Deccan Herald, ND
13/06/2012 p.7

IIT-Guwahati
director \
under attack
from faculty

NEW DELHL, PTLEIIT-Guwahatl
Director Gautam Barua on
Tuesday came under attack
from an apex body of the fac-
ulties of all ITs for supporting
the Centre’s “one-nation one-
test” proposal for entry intothe
ITTs and other centrally- fund-
ed engineering institutes.

Without naming Barua, All
India T Faculty Federation,
said, in a statement, that it was
“shocked and pained” that one
of the IITs’ directors criticised
on TV channels the decision

| taken by the Senate of the IIT-

‘ Kanpur to conduct its own en-
trance exam from next year op-
posing the Centre's format.

Participating in a TV debate
over the issue two days ago,
Barua said, “T am sad about
the extreme step taken by the
ITT-Kanpur Senate on such a
small issue”.

Criticising the statement,
Federation Secretary A K Mit-
tal said, “It is unfortunate that
a professor of the IIT system
thinks that the selection of the
students and the academic au-
tonomy of the IITs is small is-
sue”, Mittal’s remarks came
days afier the Federation at-
tacked ITT-Kharagpur Director
Damodar Acharya for support-
ing the Centre’s proposal.

v

Indian Express ND 13/06/2012
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IIT faculty

- body attacks

Guwahati
director

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 12

THE All India IIT Faculty
Federation Tuesday refuted
allegation that they were
being elitist in resisting the
common entrance exam for
engineering and said they
were only trying to “proteéct
the academic excellence
and autonomy of these
great institutions... from
any political interference”.

“In  opposing the
MHRD’s (HRD Ministry)
test, we are not trying to
achieve elitist status but to
protect the sanctity of aca-
demic freedom granted to
these institutions by an Act
of Parliament and ensure
that only the best students
get selected by a fair
process,” a statement by
the All India IIT Federa-
tion said.

Terming 11T-Kanpur’s
action of announcing its
own admission test through
a Senate resolution as no
“isolated event”, the federa-
tion said that it would set
the tone for other IITs
which do not agree with the
government’s proposal.

- Asked about reports of
ITs being divided on the
proposed common en-
trance exam, the federation
said it was an attempt to
“create confusion” and as-
serted that all ITTs were on
the same page on the issue.

The federation also
took exception to a com-
ment made by IIT-Guwa-
hati Director Prof Gautam
Barva on a TV channel
wherein he termed the ITT-
Kanpur Senate’s decision
as an “extreme step” ona
“small issue”,

Earlier, the federation
had attacked IIT-Kharag-
pur  Director’  Prof
Damodar Acharya for not
backing his Senate, which
had opposed the ministry’s
exam proposal.

Page 21 of 37



Millennium Post ND 13-Jun-12 p7

IT director under attack
for supporting Sibal

NEW DELHI: IIT-Guwahati
director Gautam Barua on
Tuesday came under attack
from the apex body of the
faculties of all II'Ts for sup-
porting the Centre's 'one-
nation one-test' proposal for
entry into them and other
centrally-funded engineer-
ing institutes,

Without naming Barua,
All India IIT Faculty Fed-
eration, said, in a state-
ment, that it was 'shocked
and pained' that one of the
IITs' directors had criticised
on TV channels the deci-
sion taken by the senate of
the IIT-Kanpur to conduct
its own entrance exam from
next year opposing the Cen-
tre's format.

Y Participating in a TV
debate over the issue two
days ago, Barua had said, 1
am sad about the extreme
step taken by the IIT-Kanpur
senate on suclt a small issue'.

Criticising the statement,
federation secretary AK Mit-
tal said, Tt is unfortunate that
a professor of the IIT sys-
tem thinks that the selection
of the students and the aca-
demic autonomy of the ITTs
is small issue. ‘

Mittal's remarks came
days after the federation
attacked IIT-Kharagpur
director Damodar Acharya
for supporting the Centre's

proposal. ,

The faculties’ body hailed
the decision taken by IIT
-Kanpur, saying it has taken
lead in making the long-
awaited, justified action of
announcing its own admis-
sion test through its Senate
Resolution (as sanctioned by
the Institute Act).

‘The IIT-Kanpur deci-
sion by no means can be
treated as an isolated event.
In fact, its sets the tone for
other IITs that do not agree
with the current HRD min-
istry proposal of common
entrance test to make similar
decisions in their respective
senates and support the ini-
tiative of IIT-Kanpur, it said.

The federation accused
a section of the media of
'trying to project that the
IiTs are split over the HRD
ministry's proposal about
the common engineering
admission test'.

STUDENTS"

WASHINGTON: With
several Indian Institutes of
Technology {#Ts} coming
out in opposition on the
proposed common entrance
test, Human Rescurce .
Development Minister Kapsl
Sibal Tuesday reiterated
that the common test was in
favour of students.
Sibal, who Is on here
to attend the India-U$
Education Dialogue, 1old
reporters that it wos clear
that autonomy of IITs
needed to be maintoined
but questioned how their
autonomy was being
affected by the decision.
'Academic autenomy of IIT
system has to be maintained
and must be maintained that
is quite clear. But If someone
says lock avtonomy of HTs is
being jeopardised, | would
respectfully beg to differ. If |
 om enlightened further how
it is being jeopardised, | am

always open 1o make them

more empowered, he said. .
The minlster’s comments
come after the senate of T

"Kanpur came out against the'

commaon tast amd announced
‘o saporate enfrance test
from 2013,
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DisabiJily claim rejected; IIT as

chandan prakash singh

NEW DELHI, 12 JUNE: Cleanng the Indi-
an Institute of Technology (IIT-JEE) 2012
entrance examination was not enough for
17-year-old Amit (in sns photo right), who
struggles to get admission under physical-
ly “handicapped (PH) category, as the
medical board of the institute has rejected
his claim to be 40 per cent disabled.
According to Amit, a native of Sitamarhi
in Bihar, he has a valid certificate issued by
the Darbhanga Medical College and Hos-
pital (DMCH) in 2005, which proves that
he is 40 per cent disabled and deserves’

Hindustan Times , ND 13/06/2012

Statesman ND, 13/06/2012 r-2

admission under PH category.

Amit completed his matriculation from
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya and Inter-
mediate from Jesus and Merry Academy
in Darbhanga, Bihar by showing the same
certificate, Apart from this, he also carries
a PH certificate from the civil surgeon of
his home district.

“I belong to a poor family and can not
sit properly by folding my legs. My left leg

is affccted badly. Despite showing them
the certificates issued by the DMCH upon
which I completed my education so far,
IIT has rejected my claim of being 40 per
cent disabled. However, I respect the de-

plmnt left heartbroken

cision of IIT and now I have nowhere to

. £0,” said Amit.

He said that he had met the Organis-
ing Chairman of IT-JEE, Mr G B Reddy
in this regard but he could not assure
him anything. He has also written to the
Union minister of human resource de-

velopment, Mr Kapil Sibbal seeking his

help.

Speaking to The Statesman’, Mr Red-
dy said, “Our medical board consisting of
13 members found the student just 24

per cent disabled instead of 40 per cent.

\Qj) we can't help him as we are liable to
follow the rules and regulations of IT”

P-10

II'T admission: Over 1,000 shortlisted
students say no to online counselling

Vanita Srivastava

W vanita shrivaslava®hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE As the IT-JEE debate
continues, over thousand short-
listed candidates have opted out
of the online counselling.

Out of total 17464 candidates
who were shortlisted this year,
nearly 1,200 students have kept
themselves away from the coun-
selling..

The last date for submitting
the choice of course was June
10. For counselling, the candi-
date had to submit a non-refund-
able fee of TE00.

While refusing to divulge
whether those who didn't opt
for counselling had low ranks,

Dr GB Reddy, organising chair-
person of JEE 2012 said there
were several factors and most-
ly are personal.

“Sometimes, a child gives
both medical and IIT exam. He
will obviously opt for one. Then
sometimes a child who gets a
low rank in IIT, may get a rela-
tively better rank in AIEEE. It
is difficult to surmise why a child
does not opt for counselling.”

Inthe online counselling there
is no restriction on the number
of choices. In fact, a shortlisted
candidate can fill as many as 215
courses, in a descending order
of choice,

The enline counselling, which
closed on June 10, had 8 stages-

LOW RANKS, OTHER
OPTIONS, PERSONAL
ISSUES ARE CITED AS
SOME OF THE REASONS

Fﬁ STUDENTS OPTING

registration, submission of pho-
tocopies of documents and
choice filling. If either of this is
not met, the candidate will lose
his counselling chance,

‘While nearly 1,200 candidates
have opted out of counselling
there are some who are com-
plaining on losing the chance on
getting selected despite a rank

below 2000 because of being
callous in counselling,

“I filled only 13 choices and
forgot to fill more. 1 realised it
only after the system got locked
on June 10. Looking at the last
year's trend, I am not going to
get arty of the choice that I filled,”
sald a visibly upset AS
Shekhawat from Rajasthan.

If the candidate does not fill
sufficient number of courses as
choices he/she may not get any
course allotment especially in
the case when the candidate has
a low rank, Dr Reddy said.,

There are a total of 9,647
seats in different IITs includ-
ing 4, 722 in the general cate-

gory.
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Quota setback aside, HRD has on
table several minority schemes

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, JUNE 12

WHILE the Supreme
Court may have refused to
stay the Andhra Pradesh
High Court order quashing
the 4.5 per cent sub-quota
for minorities within the
OBC reservation, the gov-
ernment is working on a
slew of minority-centric
schemes as it heads towards
elections in 2014,

From promoting English
among minorities lagging
behind in education to draw-
ing more girls from the com-
munity to schools, the Kapil
Sibal-led HRD Ministry has
set up at least five sub-com-
mittees to look into issues re-
lated to minority education.
They are expected to recom-
mend measures, including
ensuring that the benefits
reach the intended target
groups, and submit reports
within three months.

A special sub-committee
headed by Prof Zakia Sid-
diqui, a former principal of
the AMU Women'’s College,
will look into factors imped-

MINORITY BOOST

SUB-COMMITTEE to ook into
factors impeding education
among minority community girls
PANEL to promote Urdu as well
as knowledge of English among
minorities
SUB-COMMITTEE to map edu-
cational needs of minorities

PANEL to monitor all minority-re-
lated schemes of the ministry,
suggest new ones

ing education among girls in
the minority communities.
Its agenda includes bringing
in quality teachers and de-
veloping infrastructure,
Headed by Akhtarui
Wasey, the vice-chairman of
Delhi Urdu Academy, a
committee will look at ways
to promote Urdu language
as well as knowledge of Eng-
lish among minorities. It will
address issues like availability
of Urdu-speaking teachers
and training them in minor-
ity-concentrated areas, sug-
gest measures for customisa-
tion of Urdu language and
for development of tools to
make it compatible with web
publishing/referencing and

libraries etc.

P A Inamdar will head a
sub-committee on mapping
of educational requirements
of minorities, region- and
district-wise, and suggest a
way for better targeting of
schemes based on census
and other sources. This com-
mittee will suggest ways to
develop a result-oriented
management information
system to monitor enrol-
ments and dropouts, as well
as to identify regions which
may require a special focus.

While one panel will
monitor all minority-related
schemes being implemented
by the HRD Ministry and
suggest modifications, an-
other sub-committee will
identify strategies for im-
parting vocational educa-
tion and skill development
in minority-concentrated
districts, suggest ways to en-
sure trained teachers for vo-
cational courses and suggest
changes in the National
Vocational Education Qual-
ification Framework keep-
ing the needs of minorities
in mind.
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IT-Bombay testing upgraded Aakash

Press TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi

UK-BASED Datawind today said IIT-
Bombay is in the process of testing
low-cost tablet PC ‘Aakash’ with up-
graded specifications proposed by it.

“IIT Bombay is in the process of
testing the samples and developing
applications and content for engi-
neering colleges,” Datawind CEO
Sunit Singh Tuli said.

He added the samples are as per

the Aakash-2 specifications proposed
by DataWind and issued by IIT-Bom-
bay’s order. Datawind has submitted
100 samples to [IT-Bombay and the
institute is expected to provide a feed-
back in a couple of weeks. Telecom
minister Kapil Sibal had said, “During

 the course of this month, we will fi-

nalise the specilications and technolo-
gy for the Aakash project and move
forward with its manufacturing.”
Datawind had hit headlines in
October Iast year when it unveiled

‘Aakash’, to be supplied to the HRD
ministry at Rs 2,276 a piece. The
government, in turn, had to give
about one lakh of these tablets to the
students at subsidised price Rs
1,100-1,200 each.

However IIT-Rajasthan, the nodal
agency for the ‘Aakash’ project, had
rejected the tablet for not meeting
performance criteria and the project -
had to be shifted to IIT Bombay. Ever
since the launch last year, the project
has been running behind schedule.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS ND 13/06/2012 P-4

ITMs mull changes in faculty salary, new
campuses after MoA amendments

m While IIM-A plans to appoint its director itself, ITIM-Kozhikode will be setting up a satellite campus in Kochi

Kirtika Suneja
New Delhi, June 12

' I’i‘H THE govern-
‘ ; ‘ 2 ment having ap-
proved the amended

memorandum of association
(MoA) of the Indian Institutes
of Management (IIMs), these
institutesnow enjoy greaterau-
tonomy and have formulated
plans to set up more campuses,
revise faculty pay and raise
funds themselves.

The prestigious business
schools are in the process of

finalising their plans post

amendments.

“We have one simple agenda
and that is research and inter-
nationalisation  of pro-
grammes. With the amended
MoA, we want to bring the
world onto the campus besides
researching on emerging mar-
kets,” said Pankaj Chandra, di-
rector, IIM Bangalore.

While [IM Ahmedabad plans
toappoint its newdirector itself

thanksto themodifications, IM

Kozhikode is looking at setting
up a satellite campus in Kochi
and IIM Lucknow planstoadd a
performance-based variable
componenttomeoompensation
packageof itsfaculty "
“The changes in MoA 1s a
governance issue and gives us
moreautonomy andbetterdeci-
sionmakingat the boardlevel,”

Chandrasaid.
IIMs are societies estab-
lished under Societies Registra-

tion Actand eachsocietyhasan”

MoA which lays down the ob-
Jectsandrulesof governanceof
the institutes. The general su-
perintendence, direction and
controlof theaffairsof thesoci-
etyanditsincome and property
arevested intheboard of gover-

nors(BoGs)

Asper the revised MoA, the
respective IIM’s BoG —and not
the ministry — will set up a
search-cum-selection commit-
tee on its own and this commit-
teewillthenshortlistthree can-
didates for the post of the IIM
director. Atpresent,the govern-
menttakesallthesedecisions.

“Theamended MoA willhelp

P S s Thursdaywhichwi]lpnmanly

"~ © us in managing and raising

funds, recruiting and compen-
sating the faculty besides set-
ting up new campuses both in
India and abroad. We are look-
ingatexcellentfacultyand ways
of retaining themby toppingup
their salary” sald Debashis
Chatterjee, director IM-K.
Incidentally, IIM-Klaunched
its satellite campus in Kochi on

focus on executive education
with fulltime and part-time
programmes for middle and se-
niorlevel executives.

Infact, even thereview com-
mitteeset upby the government
under RC Bhargava had sug-
gested thatthe remuneration of
all TIM staff should be deter-
mined by theboard, taking into
consideration market condi-
tions so as toattract and retain
qualitytalent,ability topay,and
the need to provide motlvauon
for performance.

IIM-Lisalsoin the processof
evolving a performance man.
agement system where acade-
mic contribution would be re-
warded.

“This would beachievedbya
healthy mix of fixed and vari-
able salary Wewillmakeacom-
posite index of performance
and benchmark it as there isa
constantissuethatthe compen-
sationisnotenough,” said Devi
Singh, director, IM-L,
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Govt meddling takes
India to bottom of
higher education list

Vanita Stivastava

® Vanita.shrivastava®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s higher educa-

tion system is at the bottom of

the list at 48th position as per
the findings of Universitas 21
(U21), fundamentally because of
the low expenditure on research
in its universities and too much
government intervention,

U21, an international network
of leading research-intensive
universities has developed the
ranking as a benchmark for gov-
ernments, education institutions
and individuals throughout the
world. Though 50 countries
were chosen for the survey,
parameters of 2 nations eould
not be obtained.

"Sowhat if India is at the 48th
rank. There are still some 100
odd tountries which are below
it. We chose the best 50 coun-
tries across the globe based on
research performance, for which
data were available,” Ross
Williams, professor at Melbourne
University and the lead academic
of the project, said. Research
authors at the Melbourne
Institute of Applied Economic
and Social Research, University
of Melbourne carried out the
study in a period of 9 months.

The ranking parameters are
grouped under four headings:
resources (investment by gov-
ernment and private sector),
output (research and its impact
as well as production of an edu-
cated workforce which meets
labour market needs), connee-
tivity (international networks

GLOBAL SURVEY - -

= 21 has developed

the ranking as a
benchmark for govern-
ments, education institu-

- tions and individuals

throughout the world

» Top five countries

. providing the ‘best’ high-
er education are the US,
Sweden, Canada, Finland
and DPenmark

= For India to improve its
rank, it must stress on,
enhancing the budget for
research in universities,

and collaborations) and envi-
ronment (government policy
and regulation, diversity and
participation opportunities).

For India to improve its rank,
it must stress on enhaneing the
budget for research in univer-
sities, Williams said adding:
"Also in India, we found that the
government was not putting in
considerable money but still
exercised a good control. You
have to increase the resources
inorder to increase the output.”

Though India is not at the
lowest rank in all four heads —
resources, output, connectivity
and environment — the overall
score of the country is the low-
est because there is no one area
where it has performed well.

Prof Stephen Toope Vice
Chancellor, University of British
Columbia said the report was
interesting as instead of indi-
vidual institutions it placed all
the ranking in the context of
promoting education, which is
a key indicator of success.
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Indian varsities and the foreign hand

HE University Gr-

ants  Commission

(UGC) seems to be

in a hurry and in an
adventurous mood.

These temperaments are seen
from 1ts clearance of regula-
tions for establishing links with
foreign universities by Indian
universities. The base for these
regulations have been drawn
from a report from the Profes-
sor P Rama Rao Committee,
which was formed in March
2012, and subsequent scrutiny
of the same report by another
committee under the chair-
manship of professor Rama-
murthy Naidu, a member of
the UGC. One can understand
the concerns of UGC, and also,
of the ministry of human re-
source development (MHRD)
about operations of many for-
eign education institutions,
many of which have doubtful
academic credentials, At pres-
ent, the AICTE Regulations of
2003 cover only technical and
management education, but,
do not cover the other areas of
higher education. This issue
has also been emphasised by
various reports from experts
and committees, which in-
clude the report of the CNR
Rao Committee, the ‘Study Re-
port’ on foreign educational in-
stitutions (2005) by the Naticn-
al University of Educational
Planning and Administration
(NUEPA) and the report pre-
pared by the Association of Indi-
an Universities (AIU)Y in 2012.
Thus, even though, one appre-
ciates the sudden urgency on
the part of UGC to come out
with regulations to estabhsh
healthy and credible environ-
ment for linkages with foreign
universities, what worries aca-
demnics is the fact that UGC has
got carried away by blind per-
ception that only 500 hundred-
odd universities as identified by
Academic Rankings of World
[Ufiiversftés' tARWUY! Shahg-
hai Rankings Consultancy and
Times Higher FEducation

p11

Arun Nigavekar

)
;

AN

TUNNEL VISION: Our obsession with universitics rankings is futile because the most popular global league tables
consider the world’s top universities only and are limited in scope and fail to integrate with our educational structure

(THE) Higher Education World
Reputation . Rankings and
Thomson Reuters World Uni-
versity Rankings are the best re-
sources. UGC is of the opinion
that Indian universities, which
have NAAC and NBA endorse-
ments, should establish ties for
Jjoint-degree programmes only
with these ranked universities,
There are severil flaws in
such an approach. In my April
column that explored our ob-
session with universities rank-
ings, we deliberated in detail
the futility of too much de-
pendence on world rankings,
This is a very shaky proposition
because the most popular glob-
al league tables consider the
world’s top universities only.
First of all, the league tables in-
clude roughly 1 per cent to 3
per cent of universities (200-
500 universities) out of approx-
imately 17,0600 universities in
the world. Secondly, it is timpor-
tant to note that these rankings

"use methodologies that simply
i sideld condtit
" “sions for more that'700-1,200

Eantioe proaut

universities in the global league

tables, and, just around 300
universities in subject area
rankings. Moreover, due to the
elitist approach applied in the
methodologies of the global
league tables, more than
16,000 of the world's universi-
ties will never obtain any rank
in these rankings. There are
two important studies that ap-
peared last year on this very as-
pect; one from Unesco’s Global
Forum on “Rankings and Ac-
countability in Higher Educa-
tion: Uses and Misuses” held in
Paris, May 16-17, 2011, and
the other from the European
University Association (EUA)
entitled “Global University Ra-
nkings and Their Impact”,
which, while accepting the fact
that global classifications and
rankings of universities has gal-
vanised the world of higher ed-
ucation, these reports suggest-
ed that the present ranking
system is predominately tilted
towards research indicators
and lack transparency. Howev-

‘er, let e 6REpHAMs B4 48vie

sualised by the expert group on

assessment of university-based

research that “despite their
many shortcomings, biases
and flaws, rankings enjoy a
high leve] of acceptance am-
ong stakeholders and the wider
public because of their sim-
plicity and consumer-type in-
formation”. Similar views that
“umversity rankings are not
going to disappear; indeed, the
number of rankings is expect-
ed to increase, although, they
will become more specialised”
have also been expressed by
many academics,

It is at this stage that we
must also review one major ob-
servation from EUA's studies
that talks of a problem of ‘un-
wanted consequence’, as ra-
nkers sometimes call the nega-
tive impacts of rankings, is that
both socicty and policymakers
are tempted to judge all higher
education in the world by the
standards that these rankings
use to identify the top research
universities, rather than, apply-
ing one of the core principles of
YUANEY Hssurafide ol (e “fit-
ness for purpose’ principle. In
other words, not only research

universities deserve considera-
tion, but also, universities that
are regionally important or
those targeted at widening ac-
cess to higher education with a
view to involve a wider number
of young people. Thus, one “un-
wanted consequence’ of global
league tables is that higher ed-
ucation institutes with other
missions than that of being top
research universities may have
to reclassify their profiles at a
time when mission differentia-
tion is at the top of higher edu-
cation agendas across Europe.
., Thus, India, simply cannot
" get carried away by pegging all
our variety of expectations
from the Indian education sys-
tem by linking with top ‘re-
search’ universities only. We
have bigger and much broader
tasks; enhancing of access, pro-
viding relevant and quality edu-
cation independent of geogra-
phy by using technology and in-
ternet connectivity innovative-
ly in delivery of education,
making linkages between kn-
owledge-based research and
cenversion of outcomes to gen-
erate wealth that further re-
quires cultivation of entrepre-
neurship and also focus on
hardcore fundamental rese-
arch. We need a skilled work
force for strengthening our
economy. Hence, we would
have layers of higher education
institutions doing these tasks in
a clubbed approach or even as
an independent entity. We have
te support such pluralistic edu-
cational environment and we
need to have linkages with sev-
eral types of foreign universities
that e1ther in totality, or partial-
ly, address our expectations.
UGC regulations completely
miss such core aspects while
framing the regulations and
they need to revisit them.
arun.nigavekar
@mydigitalfc.com

sexleyecrga v (Thewfftgr 133&78]:)719'1

chairman of UGC and former
VC of University of Pune)

Page 35 of 37



Indian Express ND 13/06/2012

P-6

PMO raises
questions
on Aakash

Wants all chinks removed before
relaunch of upgraded version

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEWDELHI, JUNE 12

HE $35 Aakash
tablet — the Human
Resource Develop-

ment (HRD) Ministry’s flag-
ship project — is facing
questions from the Prime
Minister’s Office, '

Sources told The Indian
Express that the PMO has
raised significant queries on
the ministry’s draft Cabinet
note to invite bids for 50lakh
Aakash [T tablets, which is set
for launch, Wary of another
possible  embarrassment
should the upgraded Aakash
be again trashed by students
or users and the international
fraternity that is keenly mon-
itoring the device, the PM(y
has suggested that the min-
istry test the tablet’s “perfor-
mance and viability in the
market” before implement-
ing the proposal.

While the PMO is said to
be quite positive about the
$35 tablet project on the
whole, it wants to ensure
that only a well-tested device
finds itself in the hands of
students and teachers,

Pointing out that the
needs of students differ from
that of the faculty, the PMO
has also questioned whether
the tablet would be good
enough to work as a replace-
ment for a personal com-
puter for the latter. The min-

istry has been asked to get

expetts to examine this.

Incidentally, it was origi-
nally proposed in 2010 that a
Rs 700-crore project be
launched to provide 100 per-
sonal computers to each of
the higher education insti-
tutes on a 50:50 cost-sharing
mechanism between the
Centre and educational in-
stitutes. The ministry is now
proposing that Aakash be
distributed instead as all the
faculty members can be pro-
vided one,

The PMO has also ex-
pressed concern over the
ministry proposing cen-
tralised procurement of the

tablet through PSUs like

ITIs, BEL, BSNL pointing
out that these lack the ser-
vice back-up network to ad-
dress any troubleshooting
and consumer complaints
that may arise should 50 lakh
Aakash tablets be distrib-
uted to students and faculty.

The HRD Ministry had
moved a draft Cabinet note
on going ahead with the Rs
700-crore project under the
National Mission on: Educa-
tion through Information and
Technology on April 18,2012,
Once it has the Cabinet ap-
proval, the ministry can invite
bids for manufacture of the 5
million Aakash II tablets.

Sibal is expected to an-
nounce distribution of some
10,000 Aakash tablets to
teachers of a training insti-
tute on June 25,

PIONEER ND 13/06/2012
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‘Need researchers
for higher education’

Core Education, an active participant atthe =
recent E9 summit, deals with the education
sector in India and gives proposals about what;
needs to be done to improve it's quality. Anshul
Sonak tells SANGEETA YADAV about his . -
organisation’s aim to provide quality education

H

for all

M What is CORE education
all about?

1t’s an end-to-end global
solution provider that trans-
forms education’ spectrum
covering PreK, K12, higher
education and employability
education. CORE is an ¢du-

cational technology company ‘

that is involved in improving
the quality of education by
teaching, learning, assess-
ment and governance
(TLAG) and provides profes-
sional consultancies and
advance technologies to form
a meaningful and engaging
21st century learning experi-
ence.

B Core was a participant at
the E9 Summit...

The agenda of this sum-
mit which was — Teachers for
Education for All, is the most
critical factor for improve-
ments in the education sectot.
Teacher development has to
be priority number one.

M What were the issues
addressed during this sum-
mit? ,

All emerging nations
including E-9 nations are fac-
ing fundamental challenges of
preparing human capital for
globalised economy and yet
overcoming baslc access,
inclusion and equity lssues in
education. Education mod-
ernisation is hence very crit-
ical for these nations.

W What about the current
scenario of the education
sector in India?

There is high demand
for quali?r education at high-
et level of education. Thus, we
will have to improve faculty
quality and shortage issue
and bring in a research mind-
set in higher education for
breeding demographic divi-
dend. Otherwise the young
population of India under-
Enin higher education will

e left out from new 21st cen-
tury global economy.
W Is private partnership nec-
essary to fulfill the required
changes?

- With the diversity in
India, inclusion remains a big
goal for all of us and hence
new public-private partner-
ship models for better access
and inclusion for women

Pt

Anshui Sonak, President, GORE ., * »
Education and Technologies Limited .,

- I

minorities will be required if'
India has to really grow as the-
leading natjon in the World”
B What about Government-
investments in this sector?.
‘We are spending less than!
four per cent of the GDP. Itis
still less than what advanced:
economies like Korea, US:

_and many others are spend-~

ing on education. Moreover”
spending more money will*
not result in any tangible:
gains unless we significantly~

‘overhaul the way we teach,"

learn, assess in classrooms.,
and bring governance into the -
education processes and:
transparency in the education
sector. ”
RIs the trend of digital”
competencles in this sector,
fruitful? ’
Technology can play a far -
more ?gressive role for mak-_,
ing education accessible;z
affordable, attractive ahd™
applicable.  So  the-
Government, industry, acad-
emia and civil soclety have to
come together to leverage all
existing and emerging tech-
nology for significant educas
tional improvement across

higher education and voca-

tional education.
EWhat are the upcoming
events and activities that
Core education will be con-
ducting? o
Our STEM solutions and
teacher learning platforms
are scheduled toie launched
soon, Weare also focused on

broadening our vocation
business with*'

Vocationalisation of educa-
tion and by adding new areas
like construction, automo-
bile etc for job readiness..
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By Qalser Mohammad All in New Delh|
sl e BCCI turns to

bling its efforts to transform the
country’s dustbowls into sporting
pitches for domestic tournaments
by having their soil tested besides a
first-of-its-kind certification course
for curators to attract more ‘edu-
cated’ people into pitch making.
The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) is getting the soil of pitches at all
its 27 affiliated units tested at ITT, Powai
(Mumbai), to see what changes are
required to convert the pitches into sport-
ing ones with more bounce and ‘carry’.
For the test, each association has sent

2012-13 domestic season starts in October,

10kg of soil extracted from a corner of the
‘square’ that contains several pitches.
The results, which will come next week, will .
be forwarded to the associations so that they
can take remedial measures, if any, before the
4

And in a related effort, a three-
week curators’ certification
course will be started on July 9
in Mohali to identify “educated
people” to replace the tradi-
tional ‘malis’ (gardeners) who
prepare pitehes. “Samples from
the 27 units have been sent to
IIT for analysis and tests. The
results will come next week and
we’ll then send the results to the
associations for further action,”
a BCCI official involved in the
process teld MaiL Tobay,

Former Test player Sudhir
Naik, a member of the BCCI’s
ground and pitches committee,
said that once the results have
arrived, alterations to the
pitches could be made before
the monsoon sets in.

“Overnight improvement in
pitches shouldn’t be expected
as it’ll take a year or two for the
results to show up. But 2¢-25
per cent improvement should
be there in the upeoming season
as some experimentation can be
done even this' summer,”
explained the man who is also

. tains 11 pitches.”

the chief curator of the
Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai,
“For example, we can make
changes in the practice pitches at
various venues by removing and
replacing one inch of soll from the
top. Suppose I've to experi-
ment this season itself, I'll "
do it with the two side
pitches of the
Wankhede Stadium
‘square’ that con-

The BCCI got the
soil tested a few
years ago also, but
not much came ouf
of it as the officials
lacked the will and
interest to improve :
pitches. This time, how-
ever, Naik and his committee
members say that the exercise
promises to be meaningful as
BCCI secretary Sanjay Jagdale
is taking active interest in it.

“He wants pitches to have
bounce and carry like they have in
Australia; and some others to

have a bit of grass on them so that
we don’t fail again in places like
England where the team per-
formed poorly last yearin the Test
series,” said the ex-opening bats-
man, who played against Jagdale
in domestic tournaments.
“His thinking is good and
he follows up on his
N instructions, so peo-
ple are on their toes.”
Taposh Chatter-
}ee, the central zone
representative on
the pitch panel,
said that curators
would come to know
more about the soil
used for pitches from
the test results. “We've
asked IIT to test certain
properties of the secil. Once the
Tesults are known, the local asso-
ciations will have to improve the
pitches with their help,” said the
Jaipur-based Chatterjee,
Another significant step is the
pitch curators’ certification
course, which will end with a

two-day examination. Each of
the BCCI-affiliated unit will be
sending one curator, or maybe
two, for this course.

“Domestic cricket needs to
improve and this course will be a
.step towards that. Curators who'll
‘attend the course will be imparted
theoretical and practical lessons.
On the last two days, there’ll be
written, practical and viva-voce
examination,” said Daljit Singh,
chief curator in Mohali and a
member of the committee that
will conduet the course,

PV Vishwanathan, also a com-
mittee member, said experts have
been invited to conduct the
course, “Experts from the Indian
Institute of Research Institute,
Pusa Road, Delhi, will make a
presentation on grass, fertiliser,
and control of pests etc. and those
from the Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity, Ludhiana, will speak on
soil,” Vishwanathan, chief curator
with the ‘Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association, told Marm. Topay.

qaiserali@mailtoday.in
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