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LIMITED POWER

IIM bill proposes coordination

By PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

----------------------------

forum, not II'T Council-type body

NEW DELHI

ndian Institutes of Manage-

ment (IIMs), the country's
premier business schools, may
be guided by a coordination
forum led by the Union human
resource development (HRD)
minister if legislation proposed
by the Union government takes
effect.

The forum is aimed at helping
IIMs leverage each other’s
resources and give policy direc-
tion to these institutes without
creating a body like the IIT
Council. '

The HRD ministry on Tuesday
put up the draft of the proposed
law on IIMs for comments and
public opinion, taking forward a
proposal initiated by the Con-
gress-led United Progressive
Alliance government.

Four ministers in charge of
technical education from gov-
ernments in states where the
institutes are located will be
members of the forum by rota-
tion each year.

The draft bill proposes to
cover all aspects of the function-
ing of IIMs. .

“This Act may be called the
Indian Institutes of Management
Act, 2015," the draft bill said. It
also permits IIMs to award
degrees instead of diplomas as is
the current practice.

On the coordination forum,
the draft bill said it shall consist
of the minister in charge of the
ministry or department of the
central government having
administrative control of the

will not have the power to fix fees, a demand made by the IIMs.

technical education and shall
function as ex-officio chairper-
son.

The technical education sec-
retary of the government of
India, the chairperson of the
board of each IIMs and director
of each IIM shall complete the
forum. But other than policy
direction, it shall not have the
power to fix fee, a demand made
by IIMs during discussion
rounds.

The IIT Council, also headed
by the HRD minister, is the final

_authority on all matters—from
fee determination to key admin-

istrative matters at IITs.

The draft bill, however, has
empowered the board of gover-
nors of each IIM to review the
performance of the directors of
the institute at regular intervals.

“The board shall conduct an
annual review of the perform-
ance of the director, in the con-
text of the achievements of
objects of the institute,” the draft
bill said. '

“The board shall, within seven
years from the incorporation of
the institute, and thereafter at
the end of every fifth year, evalu-
ate and review the performance
of the institutes on the parame-
ters such as long-term strategy
and five-year rolling plan of the
institutes,” the draft bill said.

A professor at an IIM said that
the bill is fine in intention, but
the forum should not flex its
muscles and start interfering in
the matters of the IIMs as the
autonomy of these institutions
are key to its quality so far.
“There.are too many govern-
ment officials in the forum and
hope they stick to just advisory
role,” the professor added, ask-
ing not to be named.

India has 13 IIMs and six more
are in the pipeline. Each IIM is
structured as a society and gov-
erned by its own board of direc-
tors. Once the law is drafted and
passed, IIMs will cease to be
societies and become institu-
tions created by statute.
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Engi_neering aqd medical have been the conventional choices of students, thanks to the many opportunities
gnd immense job prospects that these streams hold. AAKASH CHAUDHRY says it is vital that aspirants
introspect, listen to their inner voice and analyse both the streams carefully in order to take the right decision

cing Class X is one of the ini-
Aﬂal quantum leaps that a stu-
dent takes in his career, but it
is after cracking the exam that the real
predicament begins. With a variety of
subjects available, it becomes extreme-
dscoine Bogltnctg s medi
e. eering and m
being the most gopnlar streams, aspi-
rants usually face the dilemma of
which of these realms to go into. This
is a crucial decision that can make or
break a student’s professional course.
Clearing the Class X exam brings
students at a crossroads where they
have to weigh the pros and cons of
both the streams and finally take the
right decision about which road to
choose. For the créme de la créme or-
the toppers; it is not Such a strenuous
task as they are already clear in their
minds r mfthe field they wish to
go for. The real dilemma lies for the
average students who are unsure as to
which stream they can shine in.
Engineering and medical have
been the conventional choices of stu-
dents for a long time, thanks to the
scores of oprrtunlties that they.offer
aspirants. Also, the immense job
prospects that these streams hold
make them the most lucrative career
options. Usually students and their
parents have their own pre-defined
mind sets regarding the two streams.
This is why some are biased towards
engineering and others towards med-

icine.
A Slxickglanoeatthenumbemwﬂl
reveal that the percentage of students

opting for engineering is er as
compared to those chooshghtillg:med-
ical stream. This is evident from the
fact that there are more eng.n i
colleges in the country and ab
than medical colleges.

THE DILEMMA

If we compare the two professions, a

four-year B Tech course can help stu-
dents in grabbing a decent-paying job
after they graduate. In case of medi-
cine, students have to toil for
nine that include 4.5 of
lhrs s S
of isation in
cific field. It is only after thxstnsg;
process that medical students start
earning well.

However, it is the aspect of ‘noble-
ness’ that makes the medical profes-
sion a continued favourite. The high
of curing patients and saving their lives
tempts students to build a prosperous
career in this field. The inner satis-
faction that one gets from being the
saviour of peoples lives is s::i:&lng
that money can never gi

ing a far

eight to

Also, the chances o
more illustrious career is easier in the
medical profession. Firstly, this is
true of the nature of the job
and the larger good one does as a med- -
ical practitioner. Secondly, the num- -

gerh‘i’gher than tshe‘ numberemo?m'z

being generated. Doctors, on'the |

other hand, mﬁqobs easily as pass- i
ol

outs of good c
number.

leges are limited in

|
i\

STUDENTS WHOLOVE THER

SOCIAL LIFE AND CANT -
COMPROMISE ON IT CAN OPT
FOR ENGINEERING. AN
' ENGINEER'S WORK IS
USUALLY LIMITED ONLY TO
OFFICE HOURS. ON THE
CONTRARY, DOCTORS HAVE
T0 SACRIFICE THEIR SOCIAL
LIFE SOMETIMES WHEN
THERE ARE SERIOUS CASES
THEY HAVE TO ATTEND TO

DECISION-MAKING
Students should gauge their skills
judiciously and then take the final
call. For instance, engineering
demands thorough understanding
of the fundamentals, observation
and reasoning skills and a high intel-
ligence quotient. For Engi

ing
=

ence the decision of students. This is,
however, not very wise. A judicious
comparison of both the disciplines by
taking into account certain parame-
ters is the right way for students to
choose the path that is best for them.
They mustn't succumb to pressure
and should try to identify their

=4

students need to be meticulous in
using the art of Science in a practi-
cal and effective manner and produce
something worthwhile and innovative
out of it. For being an engineer, can-
didates should choose Physics,
Chemistry and Maths after Class X
and appear for state or national level
entrance exams which might get
them an entry into the top engineer-

‘ing colleges of the country. .
'~ Onthe contrary, for entering the
‘stream of medicine, it’s of prime

importance that students have an in-
depth know-how of all subjects relat-

ed to medicine and are competent .

enough in this craft as far as the prac-
tical aspect is concerned. Physics,
Chemistry and Biology should be
chosen after Class X. Post Class XII,
they should appear for entrance
examsthntactasaﬁatewayintopres—
tigious medical colleges.

INFLUENCING FACTORS

It’s no unknown fact that the number
of seats in the medical stream is very
limited. There is a major supply and
demand imbalance and this is also
why many students take the engi-
neering route. Also, parental and peer
pressure are other reasons that influ-

strengths and interests. Aspirants
need to compare the two streams on
the basis of their individual financial
expectations, social challenges and
ease of establishment.

art from this, students who
love their social life and can’t com-
promise on it can opt for engineer-
ing. An engineer’s work is usually
limited only to office hours. On the
contrary, doctors have to sacrifice

‘their social life sometimes when

there are serious cases that they have
to attend to.

Students should think on all these
parameters before calling the shots.
Making up one’s mind on the basis of
public opinion and what others have
to say will do no good. At such a cru-
cial stage, it's vital that aspirants
introspect, listen to what their inner
voice has to say and analyse both the
streams y in order to take the
right decision. It’s just one thought,
one decision and one step that can
change the entire professional course
of a students life. Thats why it is
advised that aspirants use their own
intellect while taking this life-chang-
ing and transformative decision.

i writer s director of Aakash Educational

Services Pvt. Ltd.)
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