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IIT -P: An island of excellence this

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/lITP-Anrisland-of-excellencethis/articleshow/48127911.cms

YOU drive through the gates of this 58dre campus at Amhara village, near Bihta on the outskirts of Patna, and you

find yoursetf in a different world altogether. This lugfieen permanent campus of Indian Institute of TechneRagpa

(IT-P) is currently being decked up for its grand opening by PM Narendra Modi on July 25. The construction work of
only phasd of the project is o the verge of completion though.

For the DDay a week on, a waterproof '‘pandal’ that can accommodate &20600 gathering is coming up in front of

the administrative building. "The PM will fly into the campus by a chopper for thmif@bte function," IT-P registrar

Subhash Pandey said, adding however that the institute was yet to get the minutes of the programme.

ThePatnallT opened in 2008, operating to start with from a transit campRatatiputra Colony. The construction work

on its Bihta campus started in December 2012. The ghafge project, scheduled to be completed in 18 months, was
delayed due to several reasons, including an agitation by farmers who gave land for the project

Almost a year after its phaseleadline, however, the campus is ready to host students, staff and faculty members. "The
archshaped administrative building, three academic blocks for different departments, a tutorial building comprising
classrooms anceparate civil, mechanical and electrical engineering workshops are ready," said an engineer at work on
Thursday.

While the students and faculty members may have to leave the perks of a capital city behind on shifting to Bihta, the ve
grandeur of the canug will for sure give them a metropolitan feel. The four blocks of boys hostel have 940 single
occupation rooms. There are a common room, a music room and a mess. The entire campus is equippEdamith Wi
fire-safety devices, and all the buildings aainped in eyesoothing cream and beige.

The four blocks of the faculty quarters are painted in purple, however. One of these four blocks for now will be used for
providing accommodation to 1afid girl students. The institute director's residence andmtalogre also ready. So are

the 2BHK staff quarters. For uninterrupted power supply, the campus will have a dedicated 33kV electrical line for
which a receiving substation and two 11kV distribution substations are ready. Of course, thehgargp@dve backup

in the form of a hitech genset. Plus, the electrical fittings are equipped with sensors; that is, if lights, fans or other gadge
are left switched on in locked rooms, they will automatically get switched off.

The centrallyairconditioned builthgs are earthquake resistant. In fact, the area is prone to quakes measuring 8 on the
Richter scale, but these buildings can resist tremors measuring up to 12. Conforming to the GRIHA (Green Rating for
Integrated Habitat Assessment) norms, the campussboia®5 to 30% green area.

"We tried to keep almost all the trees which existed on the campus; few which had to be felled have been replanted at
other places on the campus," an official said, adding the campus would also have at least three smakmonds wh
rainwater would be harvested and boating facilities provided.

The sports zone is ready with separate football and cricket grounds, all fitted witlndsgjtights and other utilities.

Other playgrounds are also being developed. "This is one of thplareed IITs with every minor detail from sewerage

and water treatment plants to open areas for expansion listed in its Master Plan," the official said, adding the road stret
within the campus measures almost 10km.

A primary school building is also uadconstruction, in which Litera Valley School will be opening a branch. A bank
branch is also part of the plan. The marketplace with 24 shops will be ready in the next six months while the girls' hoste
an auditorium, a meditation centre, a childrentk palotusshaped library and several other facilities are likely to come

up in the next few months. Beside the marketplace lies a huge plot for a mall to come up in future.

However, the saplings planted on the campus will take a few years to blosstmaaiso will the campus to turn into

the swanky township as envisaged in its Master Plan.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/IIT-P-An-island-of-excellence-this/articleshow/48127911.cms
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Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani to discuss
education reforms at RSS meet

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politicand-nation/humanresourcesdevelopmentministersmriti-irani-
to-discusseducationreforms-at-rssmeet/articleshow/48120147.cms

NEW DELHI: Human Resources Development minister Smriti Irani is expected to meet senior functionaries of the RSS
along with representatives of six affiliated outfits, on Saturday to discuss education reforms, making this feenfabt
meeting with the Sangh this year and the second since the Modi government took over.

According to sources, Irani will atttended RSS' 'Shiksha Samooh' (education group) meeting on Saturday in which she
interact with members of Vidya Bharti, Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), Rashtriya Sahasaagh,

Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal, Sanskrit Bharti and Shiksha Bachao Andolan in the presence of RSS joint general secretar
Krishna Gopal.

RSS members told ET on the condition of anonymity that the agenda is to share 8gndb'segarding the new
education policy and to plan measures to instil nationalism, pride, ancient Indian values in modern education.

This governmenbrganisational interface assumes significance in the backdrop of the rgigistfort to hold grassroet
level consultations for drafting the new education policy and the NCERT recently conducting a workshop last month to
review history textbooks.

"Yehmeeting samanway ke uddeshya se aayojit ki gayi hai (This meeting has been organised for better coordination
with the government)," said an RSS functionary, who did not wish to be identified. "We will update her (Irani) about the
work being done by the Sgh in education, give our inputs and flag our concerns," he added Sources said that the issue
of vacancies at several important educational institutions including NCERT, CBSE and universities may also be raised
Irani.

The Shiksha Samooh', organised just days ahead of RSSdayeemnual meeting in Nainital next week, was first meant
to be held on July 8, but cancelled at the last minute owing to Irani's ill health.

The minister underwent a mimesurgery for a boil on her leg last week in Medanta Hospital in Gurgaon, which forced
her to skip the conference of central university videncellors conference and the launch of the Rashtriya Avishkar
Abhiyanand. She was discharged only on Thursddydi#gh she is still recuperating, she has agreed to attend the
meeting tomorrow (Saturday),” another RSS functionary added.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/human-resources-development-minister-smriti-irani-to-discuss-education-reforms-at-rss-meet/articleshow/48120147.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/human-resources-development-minister-smriti-irani-to-discuss-education-reforms-at-rss-meet/articleshow/48120147.cms
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lIT Delhi, PU among top 2 per cent institutions of higher
education worldwide

There are sixteen institutions from India in the top 1000 that include 6 universities and 10
institutes including lITs, 1ISc, AIIMS and TIFR.

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/panjamiversityiit-delhi-centerfor-world-university
rankings/1/452378.html

[IT-Delhi and Panjab University (PU), Chandigarh have been ranked among the top 2 per cent institutions of
higher education worldwide, a Center for World University Rankings (CWUR) report said.

PU has been ranked second among Indian Universities and 4th among all Higher Education Institutions of the
country. The university is among the 25,000+ degmaating institutions of higher education worldwide in this
year's CWUR World University Rankings.

There are sixteen institutions from India in the top 1000 that include 6 universities and 10 institutes including
lITs, lISc, AlIMS and TIFR.

IIT-Delhi tops among the Indian institutions with a rank of 341 and an overall score of 45-B4lhiTs

followed by Delhi University(DU), Indian Institute of Science(11Sc) and Panjab University. Thus, PU is second
among Indian Universities and fourth among all the higher education institutions in the country. Previous yeal
PU ranking was 543 in the world anth%n India. In 2014, PU was ranked after-IDElhi, DU, 1ISc and II'F

Bombay. This year, PU has an overall score of 44.8. Harvard University from USA tops the overall list.

The Center for World University Rankings (CWUR) publishes the only global univeasiking that measures
the quality of education and training of students as well as the prestige of the faculty members and the quality
their research without relying on surveys and university data submissions.

"It is great to know that Panjab Univdgscontinues to be adjudged among the premier most academic institutes
of India in numerous national and international surveys that assign different weight factors to a variety of
parameters. An analysis of details of different rankings shall provideidenge to set our priorities in

attending to different sectors, where improvements are urgently required if we are to retain our competitive
position, given our own limited resources and uncertain and inadequate Governmental support. The material
contributons from our alumni who have done well and the Corporate Sector are our hope for support, if we
have to bridge the gap between us and the rest of the Universities in China and South Korea. The PU faculty
new confidence and enthusiasm today, | am legpkorward to work with them during my second term,” Vice
Chancellor,Punjab University Prof Arun Grover told Mail Today.


http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/panjab-university-iit-delhi-center-for-world-university-rankings/1/452378.html
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