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July 12 

Indian American made interim president of US varsity 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/indian-american-made-interim-president-of-us-

varsity/article6196224.ece?homepage=true 

Nagi Naganathan, an alumnus of the National Institute of Technology at Tiruchirappalli in Tamil Nadu, has 

been appointed interim president of the University of Toledo, a public research university in Ohio.  

A member of the Toledo faculty since 1986, Naganathan who had led the College of Engineering as dean since 

May 2003 assumed his new position on July 1.  

Naganathan’s work with industry includes conducting vibration analysis and control studies on heavy—duty 

truck powertrains for Dana Corporation and as a design engineer with Ashok Leyland Motors.  

Joining a small but growing list of Indian Americans heading US academic institutions, he is the author and 

co—author of more than 100 publications in peer—reviewed journals.  

He also has been awarded a US patent on the use of piezoelectric devices in active suspension systems. 

Naganathan has received a number of prestigious awards, including the Distinguished Alumnus Award from his 

alma mater, the NIT, Tiruchirappalli, formerly known as Regional Engineering College, Tiruchirappalli.  

Other awards include Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, UT Outstanding Teacher 

Award, UT Outstanding Researcher Award, SAE Ralph R. Teetor Educational Award, ASME Outstanding 

Regional Faculty Advisor Award, and TST/TSPE Engineer of the Year.  

Naganathan earned his bachelor’s degree with honours in mechanical engineering from the NIT, a master’s 

degree in mechanical and industrial engineering from Clarkson University, New York and a PhD in mechanical 

engineering from Oklahoma State University.  

He is a tenured professor of mechanical, industrial and manufacturing engineering with expertise in the areas of 

smart material systems and structures, robotics, vibrations and control, and microcomputer applications in 

electromechanical systems.  

Under his leadership, the College of Engineering has achieved record high student enrollments, registering an 

increase in the undergraduate enrolment every fall semester for the last eight academic years, a university 

announcement said.  

Naganathan also has worked to elevate the college’s mandatory co—operative experience programme— one of 

only eight in the US — exceeding 15,000 placements in partnership with more than 1,600 employers in more 

than 40 states in the US and in more than 30 foreign countries.  

He created the Engineering Leadership Institute with philanthropic support from Roy and Marcia Armes, CEO 

of Cooper Tire & Rubber Company and a 1975 UT mechanical engineering graduate, to provide leadership 

opportunities for students.  

Naganathan’s interest in collaborations lead to new joint degree programmes with the College of Business and 

Innovation and College of Medicine and Life Sciences in the areas of information technology and biomedical 

engineering.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/indian-american-made-interim-president-of-us-varsity/article6196224.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/indian-american-made-interim-president-of-us-varsity/article6196224.ece?homepage=true
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The college has grown under Naganathan’s tenure with the addition of the Nitschke Technology 

Commercialization Complex and the Thomas and Elizabeth Brady Engineering Innovation Centre.  

It also has grown in prestige nationally. In October 2006, the engineering graduate programme was listed for the 

first time in the Princeton Review’s the top 20 graduate programme and US News and World Report has ranked 

the practice oriented masters programme among the top 50 in the US for the last three years.  

Naganathan’s research projects have been funded with $6.5 million in grants and contracts from external 

sponsors, including the National Science Foundation and automotive manufacturers.  

Indian mathematician Nikhil Srivastava named joint winner of 

2014 George Polya Prize 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-07-10/news/51300982_1_theory-conjecture-spielman 

WASHINGTON: Nikhil Srivastava, a young Indian mathematician, today became the first joint winner of the 

prestigious 2014 George Polya Prize for finding a solution to a problem that had eluded mathematicians for 

more than half a century. 

Srivastava, who has a PhD from Yale University and is presently based in Bangalore, is part of a three member 

team which found a solution to the Kadison-Singer conjecture that pertains to the mathematical foundations of 

quantum mechanics. 

 

"It is definitely inspiring and motivating to be put on a list with so many great mathematicians," said the Indian 

mathematician from Microsoft Research India. 

Experts are of the opinion that the implications of this breakthrough could be significant. 

"Not only have Marcus, Spielman, and Srivastava proved an important conjecture, which has consequences in 

various areas of mathematics, but their elegant methods promise to be applicable to a broad range of other 

problems as well," the citation said. 

The Prize was presented to Srivastava and colleagues Adam W Marcus and Daniel A Spielman by Irene 

Fonseca, professor of mathematics at Carnegie Mellon University and current president of Society for Industrial 

and Applied Mathematics. 

The Kadison-Singer conjecture was first proposed by Richard Kadison and Isadore Singer in 1959. 

Established in 1969, George Polya Prize is given every two years alternately in two categories: for a notable 

application of combinatorial theory; and for a notable contribution in another area of interest like as 

approximation theory, complex analysis, number theory, orthogonal polynomials, probability theory, 

mathematical discovery and learning. 

Polya (1887-1985), a Hungarian mathematician, is credited with fundamental advances in combinatorics, 

numerical analysis, number theory and probability theory. 

Srivastava is interested in theoretical computer science, linear algebra, random matrices and convex geometry.  

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-07-10/news/51300982_1_theory-conjecture-spielman
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/2014%20George%20Polya%20Prize
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Yale%20University
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Kadison-Singer%20conjecture
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Microsoft%20Research%20India
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Carnegie%20Mellon%20University
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Society%20for%20Industrial%20and%20Applied%20Mathematics
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Society%20for%20Industrial%20and%20Applied%20Mathematics
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Indian, two others win Polya Prize for solving complex maths 

puzzle  

Washington: A young Indian mathematician, Nikhil Srivastava, has been named a joint winner of the 

prestigious George Polya Prize for finding proof of a riddle that had eluded mathematicians for more than half a 

century. 

Srivastava of Microsoft Research India and Adam W Marcus and Daniel A Spielman from Yale University will 

be presented the 2014 George Pólya Prize at the July 7-11annual meeting of the Society for Industrial and 

Applied Mathematics (SIAM), in Chicago. 

The trio had announced the proof of what is known as the Kadison-Singer conjecture, first proposed by Richard 

Kadison and Isadore Singer in 1959, pertaining to the mathematical foundations of quantum mechanics about a 

year ago. 

The Pólya Prize named after a Hungarian mathematician credited with fundamental advances in combinatorics, 

numerical analysis, number theory, and probability theory, is presented by SIAM every two years. 

 

From left to right: Nikhil Srivastava, Adam W Marcus and Daniel A Spielman. Image from Microsoft Research 

blog. 

Citing an email received by Srivastava, Inside Microsoft Research blog said the selection committee wanted to 

recognize him and his colleagues "for the solution to the Kadison-Singer problem." 

"Not only have Marcus, Spielman, and Srivastava proved an important conjecture, which has consequences in 

various areas of mathematics, but their elegant methods promise to be applicable to a broad range of other 

problems, as well," the citation continued. 

In a post written by Srivastava on the Windows on Theory blog shortly after the conjecture was proved, he 

emphasised the discrepancy-theoretic nature of the new result and explained its application for partitioning 

graphs into expanders. "It is definitely inspiring and motivating to be put on a list with so many great 

mathematicians," Srivastava was quoted as saying. 
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Winning awards is rewarding, but for Srivastava, the true reward for his research is in extending its relevance, 

"My focus is mainly to better understand the techniques that went into this proof," he said. "I suspect it is an 

instance of much more general phenomena, rather than a one-off." 

The Kadison-Singer problem asks, at its core, if unique information can be extrapolated from a scenario in 

which not all features can be observed or measured, according to Yale News. The idea is particularly relevant to 

abstract fields, including quantum physics, operator theory, complex analysis, graph theory, signal processing, 

and finite-dimensional geometry, it said. 

Recently-constructed IITs and IIMs are plagued with 

infrastructure and staffing problems 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-2690109/New-IITs-IIMs-plagued-

infrastructure-problems-teaching-vacancies-50-cent.html 

The NDA government's announcement about the setting up of five new IITs and IIMs each 

has largely been welcomed by experts considering the need for quality technical educational 

facilities.  

The experts, however, have pointed out that several of the eight new IITs set up in 2008-09 

are struggling for lack of faculty and infrastructure.  

Years after their establishment, the new IITs at Gandhinagar, Ropar, Jodhpur, Hyderabad, 

Indore, Mandi, Bhubaneswar and Patna are functioning on temporary campuses because 

either land or funds is not available to them.  

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-2690109/New-IITs-IIMs-plagued-infrastructure-problems-teaching-vacancies-50-cent.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-2690109/New-IITs-IIMs-plagued-infrastructure-problems-teaching-vacancies-50-cent.html



