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MHRD panel to finalize IIT plot

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/MHRPanetto-finalize-1IT -plot/articleshow/45746®icms

KOCHI: An HRD ministry committee will visit Palakkad on January 17 to take a final decision regarding the
plot to set up a permanent IIT. They will also finalise the temporary academic block and hostel tthahsure
the classes commence next academic year.

State government has identified three places for setting up temporary classrooms with hostel facility for
students and residential complex for faculty, on government land.

The three identified spots includ&5 acres of land available at Polytechnic College, 90 acres belonging to
directorate of industries and commerce west Puduserry and land available with Fluid Control Research Institt
at Kanjikode West.

"A five-member team headed by MHRD's higher edanadditional secretary Amarjeet Sinha will visit the

place and finalise things. We expect to start classes from next academic year," said higher education departr
additional secretary M Sherif, who is also the liaison officer from the state for olgsamd availability to set

up an IIT.

[IT Chennai will mentor and manage the new institute till independent directors are appointed, a process that
would take up to six months.

The mentor institutes will be asked to find out temporary facilities wiheraew ones would be housed till
they get a permanent campus. If no temporary campus is available, the mentor institute will host the new 11T
its campus.

Railway Ministry seeks to rope in officials with [IM, IIT
background to help for budget making

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/reperailway-ministry-seeksto-ropein-officials-with-iim-iit-backgrouneto-
helpfor-budgetmaking2049672

For the first time, the government is inviting suggestions from the public for formuRihgay Budge?015

16. Railway ministerSuresh Prabhwill present the second budget of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government in February. Among the other new amdue initiatives taken by Prabhu is creation of a database
of the officials having IIT or IIM background.

Discussing the initiative taken by Prabhu, a source close to the development told dmailWHyeministryhas
sought suggestions from the general public on the upcoming budget. Also, the minister has called for a list of
officials who have degrees from the Indian Institute of Mass Communication and Indian Institute of
Technology. Thidist has been compiled and has been handed over to the minister." Prabhu also desired to
know the area of educational specialisation of the officials having 1IM, IIT background.

According to sources, this database is being made to deploy the internedessmuspecific subjects such as
funding models, revenue sharing of infrastructure projects and model concession agreements so that the
dependence on outside consultancies could be reduced.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/MHRD-panel-to-finalize-IIT-plot/articleshow/45746045.cms
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The suggestions to the railway ministry for the budget coulddeded on the website of the ministry. The
suggestions could be made under 13 heads. These include computerisation, electrical, finance, foot over bric
freight, infrastructure, land, railway lines and crime prevention.

There is also an innovative iddasad under which suggestions could be given to the railway ministry. The
initiative was launched last week, but the sources did not disclose what suggestions have come till date. The
suggestions are being collected at a place and will be forwardeddorterned departments for evaluating
whether it could be taken up for consideration in the budget.

Funding of the already announced railway projects, which will require@l&akh crore, is one of the key focus
area in the budget. Already, two committaes working on the fundraising aspect of Railways, and will come
out with reports soon.

Ex-PresidentKalam ignites young minds at Techfest

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.cowity/mumbai/ExPresidenKalamignitesyoungmindsat
Techfest/articleshow/45754121.cii&JMBAI: The highlight of the last day of Il Bombay's Techfest was a
speech by former President APJ Abdul Kalam.

Organizers said over a lakh landed at the Powai campus on Sunday.

"l have brought along my entire family for the event,” said Lalita Ravichandran, a Reserve Bank of India
employee.

"It has been my dream to hear Dr Kalam speak, | have come all the way from Kharghar," said Aishwarya, a
secondyear engineering student.

Kalam delivered a talk on the various aspects of 'World Vision-Ei8powering 30 billion'. "In two years,

India should move away from consumption of costly fuel to providing solar energy. Youngsters will be the
pioneers of India's future development. | sinaring this with you, so that you can become future ambassadors
for solar power," he said.

The session ended with an interactive session where Kalam answered questions from young and old on topi
ranging from motivation, language barrier in developnagr challenges to solar power. Several competitions
like the robotics event drew crowds at the premier institute. "The competition of robots was appreciated by
students and locals alike. Other exhibits like the flight simulator and tkargjog event tracted many,” said a
members of [ITB's organizing committee. "The amount of research done by the festival's organizers was
impressive. Each exhibit was well researched," said Mugdha, a student of St Xavier's College.
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Govttoseek suggestionsfrom
Infosys, Hafeezfor IITs & IIMs

)

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 4 January

The government has decid-
ed to seek suggestions from
software giant Infosys and
famed architect Mr Hafeez
Contractor to develop a
model architectural plan
for setting up new II'Ts and
ITIMs.

At a recently chaired
meeting of a panel todeter-
mine land requirement for
central higher educational
institutions, it was also sug-
gested that these institutes
be set up in areas which are
accessible by air and in

vicinity of business orindus-
trial hubs to get quality fac-

ulty and opportunities for
students to take up intern-
ships.

The panel was set up in
November last year by the
HRD Ministry with Higher
Education Secretary Mr
Satya N Mohanty as its
chairperson to resolve prob-
lems arising due to avail-
ability of land in settingup
of new IITs, IIMs and cen-
tral universities in citiesand
towns.

Currently land require-
ment varies from around 100
acres for II'Ts to around 200
acres for IIMs and IISERs,

IITs and [IMs be set up in
areas that are accessible
by air and in vicinity of
business or industrial
hubs

® This will help get qual-
ity faculty and opportu-
nities for students to
‘take up internships

®m Rapid urbanisation
and expanding cities
have forced ministry to
re-look into land
requirement

®m land requirement

| should be such that it is
more “realistic” and
takes into account
technological develop-
ment

and around 300 acres for
NITSs.

Rapid urbanisation and
expanding cities have forced
the Ministry tore-look into
the land requirement.

At its first meeting held
on December 8 last, the
panel had decided that its
members Mr Ashok Mishra
(chairperson of II'T Roorkee's
Board of Governors) and
Chairman of ICICI Bank Mr:

K V Kamath “will interact
with Hafeez Contractor and
submit model architectur-
al plans for various cate-
gories of CE in the next meet-
ing,” a ministry note said.

Italsounderlined that air
connectivity should be a
priority in location of land
for the campuses. Ideally, it
should be no further thana
30-40 minute drive from the
nearest airport.

Mr Mohanty was of the
view that the central edu-
cational institutes should be
set up in areas, which are
accessible by airand in the
vicinity of business or indus-
trial hubs to get quality fac-
ulty and provide opportu-
nities for students to take up
internships.

One of the mandates of
the committee is to recom-
mend fresh norms and cri-
teria for determining land
requirement in different
locations taking into account
the topography and the class
of a city.

According to the min-
istry's order, revising land
requirement should be such
that it ismore “realistic” and
takes into account techno-
logical development which
allows for vertical expansion
of buildings.
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K.A. DODHIYA
MUMBAI, JAN. 4

Ancient Indian sciences
had mastered aviation to an
extent that it had' aero-
planes that could facilitate
inter-planetary travel and
the same has been men-

tioned in - the- Rigvedas, - |

claimed Captain Anand
Bodas, the retired principal
of a pilot training facility,
on the second day of the
102nd Indian Science
Congress. Captain Bodas
was speaking during a sym-
posium on “Ancient
Sciences through Sanskrit”
at the university sports
‘complex at Kalina on
Sunday..

Referring to the Vedic
texts to support his claim,
Captain Bodas said that
Maharishi Bharadwaj
spoke of the existence of
aeroplanes 7,000 years ago.
He said that Maharishi
Bharadwaj mentioned that
these aeroplanes could trav-
el from one country to
another and also from earth
to other planets and back.
“The Wright Brothers are

credit for developing

technologies in 1904

same was existent
ancient India, said

rating on Maharishi
-Bharadwaj’s work, Captain
Bodas said that youngsters
should read his book
Vimana Samhita wherein
Maharishi Bharadwaj has
mentioned about metal
alloys that were used to
make aeroplanes and try to
make those alloys which

bnt

India currently needs to

import from foreign coun-

,Theretxredcaptainfur
ther said that ancient
wanacienﬁstshadalso

A young scientist shows
her project to former
President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam during an exhibition
at the 102nd Indian Science
Congress in Mumbai on

Sunday.

that .
rooparkanrahasya

was named ‘the
that

would display the actual"

shape of the flying object
rather than just a blimp
that the modern-day radar
systems show.

He added that ancient
India had jumbo planes that
measured around 60 feet
60 feet and 200 feet i
length. The planes flew on
40 small engines that had a
flexible exhaust system
which the modern aviation
is yet to discover.

Captain Bodas has been in
the eye of a controversy
recently after the scientific
.community criticised his
comments saying that it
undermined the very basis
on which the

- Congress was start-

recognised
- the world and some of it

-PTI

Indian

‘Sanskrit key
to computer

study, maths’

AGE CORRESPONDENT

~ MUMBAL, JAN. 4 :
- Eminent speakers at the

102nd Indian Science
Congress highlighted the
fact that while ancient
India was way ahead in
medicine and other sci-
ences, it had taken the con-
gress 100 years to discuss
the same. Referring to the
advancements in ancient

dian surgery, Dr Ashwin
Sawant, one of the speak-

- ers, said that the same was

now being r by

was still researched

being
by the global medical fra-

Javadekar, who was also a
speaker, said that the cen-

 turies old theories of

ancient India were still rel-
evant and are being.
exploited by European

Noted computer scientist
Vijay Bhatkar said, “We
observe that it is for the
very first time in 102 years

~ at the Indian Science

Congress, that we have dis-
cussed ancient science.
Why did it take 100

for us to realise that is

a very important ism of

science?”
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