11Ms take NIC help to firewall CAT scores
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NEW DELHI

he Indian Institutes of Manage-

ment (IIMs) have hosted their

Common Admission Test (CAT)
results on the state-owned National In-
formatics Centre’s (NIC) server this
year after the elite B-Schools faced flak
following a score-tampering scandal
last year.

“We are the host of their CAT results
this year,” said M. Vinayak Rao, state
informatics officer of Madhya Pradesh.
IIM-Indore was the organizing IIM for
CAT 2013, the results for which was de-
clared on Tuesday.

“The processing of data was done by
the IIMs and we hosted them. Our sys-
tem was tamper-proof,” said Sanjay
Hardikar, senior technical director at
NIC, Bhopal. “The data will be with the
NIC server till the end of 2014.”

Last year, nearly 80 students man-
aged to tamper their score in conniv-
ance with a private website that hosted
the results. Though the IIMs themselves
were not affected, many top B-Schools,
including the Faculty of Management
Studies (FMS) of Delhi University, that
use the CAT scores were affected.

Hardikar said NIC’s platform is
equipped to handle up to a million hits
on the first day.

Rohit Kapoor, the CAT convenor and
an IIM-Indore professor, said there
were some teething troubles, especially
for students with very long email IDs—
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Online risk: Last year, nearly 80 students managed to tamper their score in connivance with
a private website that hosted the results.

they couldn’t log in—but added the is-
sue was corrected within a few hours.

“We follow a lot of rigour for the en-
trance (CAT), and last year, it was an
embarrassment when some scores were
tampered with. So we went to NIC this
time,” IIM-Rohtak director P. Rame-
shan said.

Of the 194,516 students registered for
the CAT exam, 173,738 took the test,
the lowest in six years. Of the total ap-
plicants this year, 56,962 were female,
about 4,000 fewer than last year. Last
year, 214,000 students registered for the
test and 191,642 appeared for it.

“We have low registration this year,
which means the competition will be

tough. Due to economic downturn, only
serious students sat for the exam,
which is also good,” Kapoor said. y

The IIMs have not done the detailed
demographic profiling of aspiring stu-
dents so far and Kapoor said it could be
similar to previous year, which saw an
increasing number of students from
smaller towns.

According to the results, eight candi-
date scored a perfect 100 percentile.
Another 10 scored a 99.9 percentile.
CAT-2013 was conducted in 76 centres
across 40 cities, from 16 October to 11
November. US test conducting firm
Prometric Inc.’s India arm was the test
delivery partner for the IIMs.
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IIT-Madras engineer tops CAT 2015

Vasudha Venugopal
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The 23year-old, who works at Ashol Leyland, scored a 100 percentile Special Amrargene it
A soccer enthusiast and aspiring fantasy writer, Chennai lad Abhiram Iyer, a mechanical engineer from II'T-Madras
who topped the Common Admission Test (CAT) 2013 with a perfect 100 percentile, is not your average geek.

The 23-year-old employee of Ashok Leyland is one of the eight toppers of the test that determines admissions to the
prestigious Indian Institutes of Manage ment. Around 1.94 lakh candidates took CAT 2013, results of which were
declared on Tuesday.

Abhiram, who has been a project planner at Ashok Leyland for the last 18 months, got the score after attempting the
test twice earlier.

“Each time I was stuck somewhere between the ggth and 100th percentiles. I think everyone in that range is equally
talented. A bit of luck and a good mood during the test can get you that extra point,” he said.

Three years ago, Abhiram had managed to get into IIM-Indore but chose to decline the seat. “At the interview, a
professor asked me if it would be better to pursue an MBA after a few years of work. Though at the time I convinced
him that I, a fresher then, deserved the seat, I later realised he was right,” he said.

Abhiram is a big fan of fantasy writer Steven Erikson. “Fantasy novels challenge your imagination. They are the biggest
stress busters,” said the topper who lives in Anna Nagar and plans to write a fantasy book sometime.

Recreation and distraction are very important when you are rigorously preparing for CAT, he said, adding, “Before
every mock test,I watch a game of football. It reminds me nothing is predictable, just like the CAT.”

Abhiram's mother is a retired State Bank ofIndia manager, and his father, an auditor at the defence accounts
department in Mumbai.

Among othertoppers in the city is T.5.K Sravanth from Kakinada, a student of electrical engineering at ITT-Madras
with a 99.98 percentile. The student, who has already been recruited by a reputed company, said he likes “holding
positions of responsibility and managing situations.”

“I will definitely ditch the job if I get into IIM-Ahmedabad, Bangalore or Kolkata,” he said.

Madhura Prabhudesai, also a student of I'T-Madras and one of the few girls to make it to the list of top scorers, with
99.8 percentile, said preparing for the test was easy, being an engineering student. “Maths in CAT is very similar to the
Joint Entrance Examination thatI had already cracked. It was English I had to focus on.”

Madhura too has an offer from a top multi-national corporation but is not sure she will take it up.

“I want to take some time over deciding this. Right now, the feeling of getting a score like this is just sinking in,” she
said.

Keywords: Abhiram Iver, IITT-Madras, CAT 2013 topper, CAT 2013 results

Printable version | Jan 16, 2014 7:38:50 PM | http://www.thehindu.com /news/cities/chennai/iitmadras-engineer-
tops-cat-2013/article5579493.ece
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If any Collcge is accredlted Wlth NAAC, they must apply for autonomous status HRD secy

promote autonomous col—
leges as university, while
autonomous colleges would
be upgraded to autonomous
to pave the way for univer-
sity status.

In an exclusive interview
to Millennium Post, HRD
secretary (higher educa-
‘t‘x;n) Ashok Thakur- said,

e are encouraging St Ste-
phen’s to move ahead to be an
autonomous body. Thakur,
however, said that it’s the uni-
versity which doesn't want to
free colleges from its apron
strings as it (the University)

gets a handsome amount as
affiliation fee.

‘It’s the universities which
don't want to free such col-
l;zs.Wemmadytopm-

them identity
if they fulfill the required
norms, Thakur said. Enu-
merating the norms for
autonomous status, the
1977-batch IAS officer said,
‘If any college is accredited
with National Assessment

tndAcc:edimionCouncil

(NAAC) theymustapply
for the autonomous status.

On the question whether
setﬁngupofwnnivmiwﬂ;;

said, ‘Under RUSA. exist-
ing autonomous colleges and

institutions that fulfill the
Wﬁedwndiﬁmwmbq'

sta.

upgradedm

instimimacﬂngasmdeus

will join together to form a
university. -

 Recently; the HRD minis-

nnesa‘ndsancﬂoned grants

for eight states under the
Centre’s ambitious Rs 1 lakh
crore RUSA programme.

- On the issue of domi-
ciled-based quota in Delhi
University, Thakur said; It

" wﬂlnpthqppminCentnl

&

- Notably, a total of 316
universities and 13,024 col-
leges will be covered under
RUSAand54aistingcol-

wouldbeoonverted

and 3,500 colleges to upgrade
and fill critical gaps in infra-
structure especially libraries,
and laboratories. The RUSA.
scheme would also support

5.000 facuhy WM
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Tharoor interacts with US students
Our Bureau
Thiruvananthapuram, Jan. 15:

Education in India has made monumental progress since the early days ofIndependence but it continues to face
challenges, according Shashi Tharoor, Union Minister for Human Resources Development.

He said this was interacting with students and faculty members from Kansas University visiting Kerala as part of an
exchange programme with the Asian School of Business.

Education has had little focus on excellence and employability which is to India’s detriment, he said. “We have islands
of excellence floating in a sea of mediocrity,” he added.
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Oxford apologizes
for email blunder

50 phie Mure y-Morris

’ xford University has
()apulngized after an
A admimistrator  acci-
dentally emailed a list of all
the poorly performing stu-
dents’ marks to their peers
on Wednesday.

The email disclosed the
names of students who were
awarded marks graded 2.2
and below in their first-term
examsatlUniversity College.

The Oxford Student
newspaper reported that a
mistake on an Excel docu-
ment meant that the names
and marks of almost 50 stu-
dents were sent out on an
email originally written to
inform students of timeta-

bles for upcoming exams.
Abigail Reeves, president of
the University College's
JCR, saidthat the staff mem-
ber responsible was “morti-
fied™ by the mistalke.

Dr Anne Enowland, a se-
nior tutor at the university
said, “We would like to apol-
ogize to all the students af-
fected by this disclosure for
any distress this has cansed
and reassure them that we
are inwvestigating how this
happened and are deter-
minedtomakesurethisdoes
not happenagain .®

The email is believed to
have been sent to hundreds of
students. The college has 272
undergraduate and 221 gracu-
ate students. T HENDEFEDENT
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Nikhil M Ghanekar
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MUMBAL: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT)'s Pune bench
on Wednesday directed the
Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board (MPCB) to present a
detailed action plan for reviv-
ing the Ulhas and other rivers
such as the Patalganga, pol-
Iuted because of the discharge
of industrial effluents.

Concerned with the poor
state of the Ulhas, the tribunal
bench has also asked the MPCB
torope in the Indian Institute of
Technology. Bombay (II'T-B), for
surveying the health of the river
and monitor its pollution levels.

Slamming the MPCB for hav-
ing taken token action against
errant industries, which have
been discharging effluents
beyond the permissible limit
into the Ulhas, the bench of jus-
tice VR Kingaonkar and judicial
member Ajayv Deshpande asked
them how many such industries
had been shut down.

MPCB responded that out of
250 industries in Dombivli, eight
had been shut down while power
supply had been disconnected to
200 industries involved in wash-
ing and dyeing of jeans in the
Ulhasnagar belt. Representatives
of the Ulhasnagar jeans washing
association also sought relief
from the tribunal, but the bench
refused to hear anvthing until

HT Mumbai

IIT-B may help MPCB clean
up the polluted Ulhas river

GREEN TRIBUNAL’S ORDER MPCB to prepare action plan to revive polluted rivers

After initially declining

the proposal, National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI)
will conduct the Environment
Impact Assessment (EIA) to
study the effects of blasting in
Mithi’s riverbed, the Mumbai
Metropolitan Regional
Development Authority
(MMRDA) informed the green
tribunal bench on Wednesday

an intervention application was
filed.

MPCB has also been asked to
submit an action taken report
with the list of all industries.

The bench was hearing a
petition filed by non-profit
Vanashakti, which has demand-
ed the shutting down of pollut-
ing industries along the Ulhas
River in Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation
(MIDC), in Dombivli, Ulhasnagar

NEERI TO ASSESS IMPACT OF MITHI'S RIVERBED BLASTING

MMRDA is one of the respondents
in another on-going petition filed
by NGOs Vanashakti and Jal
Biradari. The petition demands the
shutting down of all polluting
industries located on either side of
Mithi’s banks. It had also opposed
the blasting of the riverbed to
widen it

During earlier hear'?ngs, NEEﬁI hacrli
refused to carry out the EIA and

and Ambernath.

MPCB has been directed to
deposit funds with IIT-B for the
pollution monitoring. “We are
not happy with this attitude.
Not only Ulhas, but other riv-
ers like Mithi, Patalganga must
be restored. If the court finds
any industry or industries as a
threat to the rivers, they will be
relocated.” the bench said.

Two of the respondents in
the case - Kalyan Dombivli
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MMRDA had planned to approach
Mumbai university for the purpose

The Maharashtra Pollution Control
Board has also been asked to fol-
low up on the tribunal’s directions
to close down 208 polluting indus-
tries located within 30 metres of
the river. As per the law, construc-
tion activity or industrial activity is
prohibited within 30 meters of a
riverbank.

Municipal Corporation
and Ambernath Municipal
Corporation were slapped a pen-
alty of Rs20,000 each for being
absent at the hearing.

After MPCB's request during
the last hearing in December,
MIDC, the nodal authority
for regulating the industries
in question, has been made a
respondent in the case.

MPCB officials were not avail-
able for comment.
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Seven UK varsities woo lITians

tter for I[T-I stucje[\ts

OFFERS GALORE Scholars

~ T} "y ~

u Students of lIT-Indore interact with representatives of the seven UK
universities at ‘British is great campaign’ on Wednesday. (Right)
Professor Peter Lindstedt from Imperial College of London delivers a

lecture on ‘Challenges in sustainable propulsion’.

HT Correspondent
u aditorbhopal®hindustantimes.com

INDORE: The seven universities
from United Kingdom which
took part in ‘British is great
campaign’ at [IT-Indore on
Wednesday, had more than
just scholarships to offer to
the students.

Offering students, a white-
collar job to pay thelr expens-
es on campus, to a certificate
course for honing ones pres-
entation skills costing as low
as 2000, the event saw a good
response from the students.

Part of the UK delegation
headed by Kumar Iyer, British
deputy High Commissioner
and Professor Peter Lindstedt
of Imperial College of London,
the representatives from dif-
ferent universities could be
seen putting forward the best

ARUN MONDHE/HT

deals which they had to offer
to students. The programme
started with an inaugural
session wherein the students
were briefed about the entire
schedule for the day. proceeded
with a lecture by Professor
Peter Lindstedt which was
then followed by an interac-
tive session.

Satisfyving the queries of
students, Ranjit Sampath
regional advisor of De
Montfort University, Leicester
said, “Our main aim is to
educate and inform students
about the different courses
which are on offer. We have
different partnerships with
schools and colleges already,
one being with Daly College.”
Mentioning that one of the
significant achievements of
the university is the contribu-
tion of Pancreas in the Bionic

hips, certificate courses, white-collar jobs on pla
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OUR MAIN AIM IS TO EDUCATE AND INFORM

STUDENTS ABOUT THE DIFFERENT COURSES
WHICH ARE ON OFFER. WE HAVE DIFFERENT
PARTNERSHIPS WITH SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
ALREADY, ONE BEING WITH DALY COLLEGE.

RANJIT SAMPATH, regional advisor of De Montfort University, Leicester

man, Sampath said, “We wish
to introduce students about
the scholarships, which can be
easily accessed. Plus we will
be giving students jobs which
will be related to their courses
while they study. This is a bet-
ter option to pursue instead
of doing odd jobs which is a
normal trend.”

As the offer of getting areal
job was put forward by one uni-
versity a unique concept of
developing inter-personal and

presentation skills by undergo-
ing certificate courses was put
forward by the London School
of Training.

Rajdeep Chaudhary, repre-
sentative from the college said,
“Our courses are very unique
and innovative vet extremely
economical to pursue.” Listing
the courses which the institute
has to offer Chaudhary added,
“We have set the fee structure
insucha manner that anumber
of students benefit from the

procedure.”

However, as the courses
were advertised and put on
display for the students to
pursue, Manize Irani trade
and investment adviser at
UK Trade and Investment,
part of the British deputy
high commission said, “This
is a wonderful approach, We
have brought the institutes
together and left them com-
pletely free to proceed with
their MOU's, collaborations or
any other tie-ups which they
wish to take forward.”

Tracing the importance of
such fests, Vijay Iyer, senior
adviser, UK science and inno-
vation network said, “We keep
on organising such fests, as it
facilitates us to build strong
networks. Plus it brings the
students the best of every-
thing.”



