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Newspaper Clips
December 9, 2015

7 Student Projects From I1T-Delhi’s India International
Science Fair That Will Inspire You

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/7-student-projects-from-iit-delhi-s-india-international-science-fair-that-
will-inspire-you-248179.html

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, is playing host to its biggest science and technology fair till date. The
India International Science Fair (1ISF) commenced on 4th December and brought on board 4000 delegates
including students, entrepreneurs and industry experts, who showcased over 500 projects. The fair was
inaugurated by the Minister of Science and Technology Dr Harsh Vardhan.

Facebook/I1SF

We bring you a set of interesting projects straight from the heart of the expo.
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1. Hydraulic Crane

Humans of Delhi/Facebook

Students from Jharkhand's Deoghar district showcased a hydraulic crane they designed using syringes. When
asked what inspired them to build this, one student answered: "It was there in a book of experiments."
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2. Kitchen Vermi-Composting

Kitchen

vermi-Composting

Anjali Bisaria

Pupils from Society for Environment and Development exhibited the importance and uses of vermi-composting
that has wide uses in agriculture, gardens and nurseries, forests, and soil and water conservation.
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3. Silver Potato

Anjali Bisaria

Students from Pragati Vigyan Sanstha exhibited a simple kitchen experiment that turns a normal potato silver.
The process works in three steps: put a potato on a flame till it turns black. Next, place it in a glass of water and
then watch it turn silver.

For safety purposes, students weren't allowed to light a flame. But | tried the experiment at home and it worked!
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4. All Roads Lead To Home
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Anjali Bisaria

An interesting application of the property of ellipses, every time we hit at one end, it will always hit the striker
on the other. The striker will always be reflected by elliptic boundary to the striker placed opposite to it.
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5.1Is Light Visible?

HI VISIBLE?

o & i




Page 7 of 18

Anjali Bisaria

Another highly exciting experiment was that of 'Is Light Visible?'. Press the switch and see if the light inside the
tube turns on. As the next step, put your hand inside and keep the switch pressed. You will see your hand get
brightly illuminated.

Anjali Bisaria
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Light is not visible in space. It's only when it's reflected off solid surfaces that we really get to see it.

6. Exploration of Modern Science for the Queries of Ayurveda

Anjali Bisaria

Students from Rajiv Gandhi Center for Biotechnology, Trivandrum, showcased the application of modern
science to further the benefits of Ayurveda.
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7. Implementation of Biogas Related Technologies
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Anjali Bisaria



Page 10 of 18

Students from the Biogas Development & Training Centre at 11T-Delhi have developed the following
technologies related to biogas - such as water scrubbing-based Biogas Enrichment and bottling for vehicular
application, and Biogas production optimisation from de-oiled cakes, to name a few.
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Anjali Bisaria

BDTC, IIT Delhi also provides support to nodal agencies across Delhi, UP, Haryana and Uttarakhand.
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These are just some of the projects that showcase a peep into India's future. And as | sign off, here is a group of
schoolchildren who set a perfect example of how excited we need to be when our country makes giant strides
forward.

Anjali Bisaria
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IIT attempts world’s largest science lesson

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/iit-attempts-worlds-largest-science-lesson/article7959399.ece

Aiming to script a new Guinness World Record in conducting the “largest practical science lesson”, around
2,000 school students from Delhi and National Capital Region (NCR) came together at the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi (1IT-D) on Monday.

The existing world record is held by a group of 1,339 Irish school students.

Dressed in white lab-coats, students streamed into a giant tent that was pitched by the administrative block of
I T-Delhi.

The students took a shot at creating the world record of highest number of students conducting an experiment at
the same venue.

The event was organised by Vijnana Bharati (VIBHA), the country’s largest science movement, as part of the
India International Science Festival (IISF) 2015, which concluded on Monday ahead of its schedule.

The participating students were addressed by Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences
Harsh Vardhan and Union Human Resources Minister Smriti Irani ahead of the lesson.

“Two thousand bright young students are going to participate in the record-breaking science experiment and it
has already set a lot of tongue wagging,” Ms. Irani said.

Expressing happiness over the 1ISF event, Ms. Irani said that efforts need to be made to hold similar festivals in
all the States.

1T JEE Mains 2016: Number of Attempts Increased to 3

11T JEE Mains 2016 : Here is some good news for all the 1IT aspirants across the country. According to the
official notification that the number of attempts an IIT candidate can make as now is increased than previous
one.

The JEE (Joint Entrance Exam) Main 2016 is scheduled to be conducted on April 3, 2016 (offline) and April 9
and 10, 2016 (online). Earlier only two attempts were allowed to clear the exam, but now according to the new
official notification, the number of attempts have been increased to three.The registration for JEE Main 2016
began on December 1 and will be ending on December 31. Also, a detailed information brochure for JEE Main
2016 is available at the official website.

Good News for all the IIT Aspirants in the country :

The Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) Main Examination 2016 is all set and prepared as on December 1st, the
registrations for this JEE Main 2016 have been started and are to be closed by December 31st. The states of
Madhya Pradesh, Uttrakhand, Gujarat, Haryana, Odisha and Nagaland have joined in JEE (Main) framework. In
this way, the participants looking for admission to the establishments in these states those were understudies of


http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/iit-attempts-worlds-largest-science-lesson/article7959399.ece
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their State | level examination are now likewise encouraged to fill in the JEE (Main) 2016 application structure

on the web portal.

Also read : ITBP Constable Driver Result 2015 and Merit List

Pattern of Examination :

JEE is divided into two sections that are Main and Advanced. JEE (Main) will be held for admissions to NITs
(National Institutes of Technology), IIEST Shibpur (double degree program), IlITs (Indian Institutes of
Information Technology) and CFTIs (Central Funded Technical Institute). And then JEE Advanced is for the
admissions to Indian School of Mines Dhanbad (to be changed over into IIT) and Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs). Hopeful candidates who want to take admission to ISM or IITs can’t show up for JEE
Advanced examination in the following year.

Economic Times ND 09/12/2015
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There is No Ighoring Prez’s Choice of Words

Nilanjan Mukhopadhyay

The post Bihar-
verdict moderation
of publictonality
appearstobeacue
that Modi has taken
fromthe President

An enormoussense of loss is ines-
capable forany journalist after
walking through Sabarmati
Ashram and sitting in the forecourt
of Hriday Kunj, the meagre abode
of the ‘half-naked fakir'and from
where he plotted one of the most
under-estimated political agita-
tions. Thisfeeling stems fromreali-
sation that the Mahatmaand his

political symbolism shall remain
perceivable only from history and
his testimonies. This political
shrine’s aura forces contemporary
leaders to measure words and re-
strict tonuances.

Because he is froma political sta-
bledistinct -and even adversarial -
from the present regime, when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi se-
cured the historic mandate there
was immense curiosity over how his
relationship with President Pranab
Mukherjee will get along. Because
from 1967 onwards, terms of
Presidents stopped being co-termi-
nus with the government'’s there
were past instances when the two
top leaders were politically antago-
nistic. Because conflicts were
known even when Giani Zail Singh
and Rajiv Gandhi were in their offic-
esand also because Mukherjee was
more ‘political’ than at least two
former Presidents who preceded
him, keeping aneye on his state-
ments was an important task for
chroniclers.

If the year 2014 was indisputably
the year of Modi, oneof the domi-
nant trends of thisyear sofarhas
been the cautionary tone that
Mukherjee hasrepeatedly sounded.
Listening to him at Sabarmati
Ashram recently, there was noes-
caping the conscious choice of the

subject onwhich he chose to givea
word of advice. Instead of highlight-
ingotherissues on which he may be
feelingunsettled, the President opt-
ed toemphasise that cleanliness is
not all about taking a broom and
sweepinga designated space.

“Real dirt” isnot in the streets of
India “but in our minds,” he began,
and completed himself by adding
that the filth was in the refusal to
banish ideas that “divide society™
into ‘them’and ‘us’; ‘pure’and ‘im-

pure’. Because this was said while
referringto Swachh Bharat Mission
and the fact that cleanliness and
sanitation were central to Gandhi’s
worldview, there couldn’t have been

asubtler way of broaching
Mukherjee’s concerns, voiced in
several speechessince early
October. Instead of saying that the
wave of physical and verbal vio-
lence -alsoreferred in his speech -
being witnessed for several months
wasresult of official patronage of

@ ORDINANCE IMPACT?

In Jan, Prez
@ spoke against
short circuiting
of House procedure

politics promoting social prejudice,
the President just widened the scope
of one this government’s flagship
programmes.

The year began with worries on
parliamentary shortcuts by opting
for Ordinances when there was lit-
tleurgency and that too after the
Winter Session, not a washout by
any chance. In the third week of
January, Mukherjee used a video
address to students and faculty of
Central Universities, II'Ts and
NITs to assert that short circuiting
of parliamentary procedure by
government was against basic ten-
etsof Constitution. He had been
posed questions regarding remedy
for checking parliamentary dis-
ruptions and Ordinance route to
enact legislation. The poser was
raised because of a preceding de-
bate after Mukherjee signed as
many as nine Ordinances in quick

Republic Day eve, he was more cir-
cumspect but contended that “en-
acting laws without discussion im-
pacts the law-makingrole of the
Parliament”. Eventually govern-
mentabandoned the Land
cquisition Bill, the centrepiece of
the debate. To what extent this was
dictated by assessment of
Mukherjee’s response when asked

tosignon thedotted line yet again,
isspeculative. Though the President
has functioned strictly within the
powers laiddown inthe
Constitution, the moral weight of
his caution on excessive use of
Ordinances - especially when faced
with impossibility of passagein
Rajya Sabha -couldn’t have been
loston government.

Inaseriesof interventionssince
October, Mukherjee hasmade his
opinion clear on the issueof intoler-
ance. On the one hand he has evoked
metaphorslikeat a function in his
native West Bengal during the
Durga Pujaandon the other he has
alsoshared his concern that writers
and artists were not cherishing
awards andrecognition to the ex-
tent they should. In all his speeches
Mukherjee has not hid beinga ‘po-
litical president’ but hasnot acted in
apartisan manner.

Theart of walking on this thin line
that MuKkherjee has perfected since
January holds lessons forevery po-
litical leader, most significantly for
the prime minister. The post Bihar-
verdict moderation of public tonali-
ty appearsto be a cue that Modi has
taken from the President. If here-
mains firmon this path, Modi will
demonstrate that he has picked up
theability tolearn from anyone
evenanaturaladversary.
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Who will finally be Delhi University's Vice-Chancellor?

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-who-will-finally-be-delhi-university-s-vice-chancellor-2153511

Mathematician Dinesh Singh, Vice Chancellor of Delhi University, is to be be replaced by a right wing
ideologue from the field science or information technology. The search committee for appointment of Delhi
University Vice Chancellor has shortlisted 10 candidates for the post, all of whom are known to have
affiliations with the Rashtriya Swayasevak Sangh or its associated bodies.

The front-runners in the race include Banaras Hindu University (BHU) Vice Chancellor GC Tripathi, professor
Yogesh Singh currently the director at Netaji Subhas Institute of Technology (NSIT), professor Susham Yadav,
pro Vice Chancellor at Indira Gandhi National Open University and professor Girishwar Misra of Delhi
University.

Tripathi who openly speaks about his ideological affiliations was chosen from Allahabad University to head
BHU. He took over as BHU VC in December last year. Tripathi’s affinity with the ministry and the government
is also evident from the fact that HRD ministry cleared his name for the post of Chairman of BHU-IIT after
setting aside the recommendations of the IIT Board of Directors.

Professor Yogesh Singh of NSIT, who is from the department of computer science has held several important
positions in the Gujarat government. He has previously served as VC of Maharaja Sayajirao University of
Baroda. Singh also holds the position of independent director of Gujarat State Petronet Limited and Gujarat
State Petroleum Corporation Limited. He is known to enjoy close proximity with PM Narendra

Modi and the Gujarat government. Singh also happens to be the youngest candidate in the race.

Girishwar Misra, current VC of Mahatma Gandhi Antarashtriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha,, who has also
served as a professor of psychology in Delhi University and has held office at ICSSR, is also in the race of the
DU vice chancellorship.

Others aspiring for the post include Sushma Yadav of IGNOU and professor CS Dubey of the geology
department of Delhi University. “Dubey was also in the race for vice chancellorship of Rajasthan University.
But could not make it then,” informed a senior functionary of the HRD ministry.

Sources also informed that Professor Amitabh Mattoo, who is currently serving as the advisor to the Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister and has also served as VC of Jammu University, could also be on the list.

The search committee headed by UGC chairman Ved Prakash had received 280 recommendations for the post.
“From these 30 were shortlisted in the first round and then a final list of 10 names was prepared,” said

a source. The committee will be holding an interview on December 13 to finalise three names to be submitted to
the ministry. The ministry then sends the recommendations to the President of India for the finalisation of one
name. President, who is the Visitor of the central universities, gives the final approval.

16 Indian universities among top 200 in BRICS ranking

Hindustan Times (Indore)

The Indian Institute of Science ( 11Sc) Bangalore and Indian Institute of Technology (11T) Bombay have made it
to the top 30 in the recently published Times Higher Education BRICS & Emerging Economies Rankings 2016,
with 16 Indian universities figuring in the top 200 universities.
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HT PHOTO I1ISc Bangalore has made it to the top 30 in the Times Higher Education BRICS & Emerging
Economies Rankings 2016

Among the BRICS nations of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, China has emerged as the most
promising country with 39 of its universities making it to the list of top 200, followed by Russia with 24 and
India with 16.

The 11Sc has been ranked number 16 and 1IT-Bombay at 29 in the list that has China’s Peking University in the
top position followed by Tsinghua University in the second and Lomonosov Moscow State University of
Russian Federation in the third.

IIT-Madras and 11T-Delhi have been ranked 36th and 37th, respectively, followed by IIT-Kharagpur in the 45th
spot, and 11T Roorkee in the 48th position.

President Pranab Mukherjee while speaking at the launch of the rankings at Rashtrapati Bhawan said the
rankings are an acknowledgment of the potential which exists in the higher education sector in these five
countries.

“Over and above a focused attention on cutting- edge research and an international orientation, world-class
universities must possess other enviable features. Some of them, to my mind, are high-quality faculty members,
meritorious students, an encouraging teaching-learning environment, a high level of resource availability, sound
infrastructure, and existence of considerable autonomy and robust governance structure,” Mukherjee said.

Expressing his concerns over the parameters of global rankings, he said at times global rankings do not reflect
the ground realities and socio- political conditions prevalent in various countries and so they adopt their own
ranking mechanism with parameters more suited to the domestic setting.

“In the case of India, a National Institutional Ranking Framework has been developed recently to evaluate
educational institutions. The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) also operates in familiar
territory, assessing and accrediting institutions of higher education in our country,” the President said.

“I believe these national counterparts of the international rankings system will only reinforce and concretise the
push towards accountability and quality in educational institutions. At the same time, they will inspire better
performance of institutions leading to improved international rankings.”

Speaking to HT Education, on whether a domestic ranking model would help India produce world-class
institutions, Phil Baty, editor at large, Times Higher Education World University Rankings, said it is a positive
idea as it created accountability for institutes and promoted a culture of maintaining data and monitoring
progress.

“However, the institutes should not lose the global focus in the process and should not focus on just competing
with the regional institutes but the institutes globally and should use the domestic rankings as a stepping stone
to the global rankings,” Baty said.

He also emphasised on the government’s need to invest more funds on education institutions so that they can
attract renowned academics as faculty, create better infrastructure and get huge research grants.



