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PSUs stand out in Day
Zero placements at lITs

Oracle makes
highest offer
of¥93 lakh
atlIT-Guwahati

VINAY UMARN & GIREESH BABU
Ahmedabad/Chennai,1December
B dom, students at the

Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) are increas-
ingly preferring profile over
package, going by Day Zero
placement trends.

The number of government
and manufacturing firms mak-
ing campus recruitments has
risen by 10 percent at ITTs, with
several engineering students
preferring manufacturing and
research jobs over those in infor-
mation technology.

“We had pushed for more
government and manufactur-
ing companiesto visit our cam-
pus and the results are encour-
aging. Students have also shown
interest in these profiles,” said a
placement source at ILT-
Kharagpur. An ISRO official saic
while the organisation had been
visiting II'T campuses over the
years, “interest amongstudents
is relatively higher this year”.
Participation of public sector
undertakings (PSUs) and gov-
ernment organisations had
waned since 2012-13 after a peti-
tion was filed in court against
their recruitment process. The
Madras High Court ruling
recently allowed these compa-
nies to visit I'T campuses for
recruitment.

Commenting on students’
interest in diverse profiles,
Manu Santhanam, advisor,
training and placement, II'T-
Madras, said, “We have seen a
good startto the placement sea-
son. The interest from recruiters
has been very good, and stu-
dentsare also very enthusiastic
about the extensive set of pro-
files they can apply for.”

eating conventional wis-

5

STORY IN NUMBERS
Sector-wise companies at
IIT-Madras in 2016-17

AT A GLANCE

® QOracle, Microsoft make highest offers of

$136,000 (¥93 lakh) and $135,000 (¥92 lakh)

Sectors Total . Total at IT-Guwahati

companies profiles
Analytics 30 38 ® (ore manufacturing, government sector firms
Consulting 13 18 grow by at least 10 per cent in numbers
Core + R&D 127 184  ® AtlIT-Madras, core and R&D sector commits
Education 11 15 184 profiles as against 118 by IT
Finance 7 10 = Some IITs place at least one government
IT 82 118 sector firm in each slots on Day Zero,
Others 31 36 including graveyard session
PsU I 7 " Number of offers, however, remain more or
Total 308 426 less the same, say IITs

Microsoft, Uber and Oracle
made one offer each to students
at [I'T-Madras. The Navy made
four offers, ISRO six,and ONGC
five. Some II'Ts have been ensur-
ingstudents are interviewed by
PSUs along with marquee
infotech and consulting firms.
II'T-Roorkee has placed at least
one government company in
each of its slots this year.

“From Day Zerowe are trying
to keep at least one government
recruiter in each slot. The target
is to provide exposure to stu-
dents to government jobs. We
thought it was not the salary that
was the decider but the choice of
profile and mindset,” said N P
Padhy, professor in charge of
placements at IIT-Roorkee.
Microsoft, Oracle, Goldman
Sachs, ONGC, and ISROare con-
firmed for participation on Day
Zero at [IT-Roorkee.

Oracle and Microsoft made

the highest international offers
of $136,000 (k93 lakh) and
$135,000 (392 lakh), respectively,
in the first slot of Day Zero of
final placements at IIT-
Guwahati. The institute had
seen the highest offer of
$140,000 last year, made by
Oracle again.

Goldman Sachs, WhatsApp,
Texas Instruments, Directi,
Xerox, Amazon and Credit
Suisse were expected to make
offers on Day Zero at IIT-
Guwabhati, which hasseen more
than 50 offers being made by
marquee firms in the first slot.
The Day Zero placement
process is expected to run till
late Thursday night. The num-
ber of firms on Day Zero at the
institute was 32 this year.

II'T-Kanpur too expects 35
firms to mark their presence on
the first day of placements.
MasterCard, Uber, Microsoft,

Oracle and Visa made offers on
Day Zero that began at 6 am at
[IT-Kanpur.

Start-ups, were noticeably
low in numbers on Day Zero. In
the first placement season after
31 start-ups were blacklisted by
the IITs in August for revoking
job offers, II'T-Madras is expect-
ed tosee 74 of these entities par-
ticipate in the first two weeks of
December. This is 24 per cent
less than the 98 start-ups that
madecampusrecruitments last
year. The institute says this is
notamajor decline, considering
the issues involved. It said most
of last year’s companies were
coming again. [I'T-Madras stated
that so far 308 companies had
registered for the initial phase of
placements and 1,327 students
had registered for these oppor-
tunities, of whom 206 were
womer. The institute has 71 pre-
placement offers in hand.
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Direct PhD admission for high-scoring |[Tians

New Delhk [ITians can now get direct admission to a PhD pro-
gramme if they score CGPA 8.5, the Rajya Sabha was informed
on Thursday. With the IIT Council approving a proposal for
1,000 "Prime Minister Research Fellows® annually, the stu-
dents will get a fellowship of Rs 60,000 permonthforb years
along with a suitable research grant, which could cover expens-
es for attending international conferences. "This could increase
the strength of PhD students in IlTs and helpin reducing the
shortage of faculty in [ITs and other technical institutions,” said
Minister of State (HRD) Mahendra Nath Pandey. Tns





