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Newspaper Clips 
December 29, 2014 

Videos 

IIT -Delhi Director resigns amid controversy 

http://www.timesnow.tv/IIT -Delhi-Director-resigns-amid-controversy/videoshow/4471799.cms  

 

 

http://videos.oneindia.com/watch/112512/iitdelhi -director-resigned-because-he-was-unmasked-

subramanian-swamy.html  

 

http://www.timesnow.tv/IIT-Delhi-Director-resigns-amid-controversy/videoshow/4471799.cms
http://videos.oneindia.com/watch/112512/iitdelhi-director-resigned-because-he-was-unmasked-subramanian-swamy.html
http://videos.oneindia.com/watch/112512/iitdelhi-director-resigned-because-he-was-unmasked-subramanian-swamy.html


Page 2 of 41 

 

IIT Delhi Director RK Shevgaonkar confirms that he has 

tendered his resignation  

http://www.abplive.in/incoming/2014/12/28/article463746.ece/IIT-Delhi-Director-RK-Shevgaonkar-

confirms-that-he-has-tendered-his-resignation 

 

IIT Delhi Di rector resigns alleging govt pressure, politicos 

condemn 

http://www.business-standard.com/video-gallery/general/iit-delhi-director-resigns-alleging-govt-pressure-politicos-

condemn-15424.htm 

 

Reactions pour in after IIT-Delhi Director resigns alleging 

pressure from the government 

http://www.business-standard.com/video-gallery/general/reactions-pour-in-after-iit -delhi-director -resigns-alleging-

pressure-from-the-government-15428.htm 

http://www.abplive.in/incoming/2014/12/28/article463746.ece/IIT-Delhi-Director-RK-Shevgaonkar-confirms-that-he-has-tendered-his-resignation
http://www.abplive.in/incoming/2014/12/28/article463746.ece/IIT-Delhi-Director-RK-Shevgaonkar-confirms-that-he-has-tendered-his-resignation
http://www.business-standard.com/video-gallery/general/iit-delhi-director-resigns-alleging-govt-pressure-politicos-condemn-15424.htm
http://www.business-standard.com/video-gallery/general/iit-delhi-director-resigns-alleging-govt-pressure-politicos-condemn-15424.htm
http://www.business-standard.com/video-gallery/general/reactions-pour-in-after-iit-delhi-director-resigns-alleging-pressure-from-the-government-15428.htm
http://www.business-standard.com/video-gallery/general/reactions-pour-in-after-iit-delhi-director-resigns-alleging-pressure-from-the-government-15428.htm
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HRD Ministry denies involvement over IIT-D director's 

resignation  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AuGNH_Z5Rg  

 

Govt forced IIT-Delhi director to resign: Arvind Kejriwal   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7Pj6hkaGsY  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6AuGNH_Z5Rg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7Pj6hkaGsY
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Sachin denies role in IIT-Delhi director's resignation  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B-UYLjxxo4   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B-UYLjxxo4
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IIT Delhi hits back at HRD, says all approvals for Mauritius 

MoU taken 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iit-delhi-hits-back-at-hrd-says-all-approvals-for-mauritius-mou-

taken/1/410452.html 

Hitting back at the Smriti Irani-led Union Human Resource Development ministry which was blaming IIT 

Director Prof R Shivgaonker's sudden resignation on possible irregularities related to its Mauritius MoU, the IIT 

on Monday said that all due clearances and approvals were taken and approved by the HRD ministry. 

The IIT hit back clarifying that International Institute of Technology Research Academy in Mauritius is not an 

extension campus of IIT Delhi, that the IIT's role was simple advisory in nature and no financial commitment 

was incurred on its part. It has also brought home the point that the final MoU was approved by the HRD 

ministrt and signed in the presence of then HRD minister Pallam Raju. 

IIT Delhi on Monday shot off a communication to the Smriti Irani-led HRD ministry with a detailed sequence 

of events supported with ten annexures on the Mauritius MoU to clarify its stand on the issue. The IIT also 

released a press statement saying the same. 

In its 42nd meeting on 21st January 2011, the IIT Council had granted in principle approval to set up an 

institute in Mauritius with the help of the IIT. 

Following an agreement between HRD ministry of India and the Education ministry of Mauritius, IIT Council 

requested IIT Delhi to take an initiative to set up an IIT like institution in Mauritius. 

IIT Delhi then set up a six-member team to conduct a feasibility study for the same. 

This six-member team visited Mauritius from February 2nd to 6th, 2012 and after deliberations prepared a 

feasibility report which was presented to the Education Ministry in Mauritius. 

This feasibility report said that a five-year period must be dedicated to just building up a research eco system to 

attract and retain research oriented faculty before starting any regular undergraduate teaching programme. 

The proposal to set up IIT Delhi Research Academy in Mauritius was approved by the Senate and BoG of IIT 

Delhi. 

A draft MoU was prepared and on the advice of the MHRD the name was modified to International Institute of 

Technology Research Academy (IIITRA), Mauritius. 

On the request of the Joint Secretary, International Cooperation Cell in HRD ministry, the IIT Delhi Director 

joined the delegation led by then HRD minister Pallam Raju that went to Mauritius. The MoU was signed on 

19th November 2013. 

IITRA was inaugurated on July 23, 2014 in Mauritius in the presence of the Director and Deputy Director IIT 

Delhi who went on the invitation of the Mauritius Research Council. An Executive Director from IIT Delhi has 

been appointed and the process to recruit faculty has been initiated. 

IIT Delhi Director suddenly resigned late last week allegedly after he was pressurised by the HRD ministry to 

work towards clearing the salary dues to Subramanian Swamy, a BJP leader who has been in a legal wrangle 

with IIT Delhi for several years now on the issue. 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iit-delhi-hits-back-at-hrd-says-all-approvals-for-mauritius-mou-taken/1/410452.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/iit-delhi-hits-back-at-hrd-says-all-approvals-for-mauritius-mou-taken/1/410452.html
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IIT-D alumni backs director, says HRD Ministry should not 
interfere  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/iit-d-alumni-backs-director-says-hrd-ministry-should-
not-interfere/articleshow/45676511.cms 

NEW DELHI: The IIT Delhi Alumni Association today came out in support of Raghunath K S Shevgaonkar, who quit as 
Director of the institute amid a controversy over alleged pressure by the HRD Ministry on him.  
 
In a resolution adopted, the association asked Shevgaonkar to continue in the post and also cautioned the Ministry 
against interfering in the autonomy of the IIT system to enable it to function "smoothly".  
 
"It is further resolved that IIT Delhi Alumni Assocation is fully behind the Director and request him to continue leading 
this illustrious institution to greater heights," it said.  
 
Shevgaonkar sent his resignation letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar on Friday evening in which 
he cited "personal reasons".  
 
"We resolve that the autonomy of the IIT system being extremely important for the development of the nation, should 
not be interfered by the HRD Ministry in order to have smooth functioning of the IITs," the resoluation added.  
 
The Ministry had yesteday denied a media report that said Shevgaonkar resigned after he was allegedly put under 
pressure from the HRD Ministry to accede to two demands--to provide the IIT ground for a cricket academy Sachin 
Tendulkar allegedly wants to open and to pay nearly Rs 70 lakh to Swamy, a former IIT-D faculty member, as his "salary 
dues" between 1972 and 1981.  
 
"There is neither any request from Sachin Tendulkar for the ground of IIT for running a Cricket Academy nor any 
instruction from HRD Ministry to provide the same," it said.  
 
Tendulkar had also denied the allegation. Shevgaonkar resigned with more than two years of his tenure left.  
 
Chairman of the institute's Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar said he was unaware of any pressure exerted upon 
Shevgaonkar.  

IIT -D alumni backs director, says HRD Min should not 

interfere 

New Delhi, December 29: 

http://www.siasat.com/node/692743 

The IIT Delhi Alumni Association today came out in support of Raghunath K S Shevgaonkar, who quit as 

Director of the institute amid a controversy over alleged pressure by the HRD Ministry on him. 

In a resolution adopted, the association asked Shevgaonkar to continue in the post and also cautioned the 

Ministry against interfering in the autonomy of the IIT system to enable it to function "smoothly". 

"It is further resolved that IIT Delhi Alumni Assocation is fully behind the Director and request him to continue 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/iit-d-alumni-backs-director-says-hrd-ministry-should-not-interfere/articleshow/45676511.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/iit-d-alumni-backs-director-says-hrd-ministry-should-not-interfere/articleshow/45676511.cms
http://www.siasat.com/node/692743


Page 8 of 41 

 

leading this illustrious institution to greater heights," it said. 

Shevgaonkar sent his resignation letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar on Friday 

evening in which he cited "personal reasons". 

"We resolve that the autonomy of the IIT system being extremely important for the development of the nation, 

should not be interfered by the HRD Ministry in order to have smooth functioning of the IITs," the resoluation 

added. 

The Ministry had yesteday denied a media report that said Shevgaonkar resigned after he was allegedly put 

under pressure from the HRD Ministry to accede to two demands--to provide the IIT ground for a cricket 

academy Sachin Tendulkar allegedly wants to open and to pay nearly Rs 70 lakh to Swamy, a former IIT-D 

faculty member, as his "salary dues" between 1972 and 1981. 

"There is neither any request from Sachin Tendulkar for the ground of IIT for running a Cricket Academy nor 

any instruction from HRD Ministry to provide the same," it said. 

Tendulkar had also denied the allegation. 

Shevgaonkar resigned with more than two years of his tenure left. 

Chairman of the institute's Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar said he was unaware of any pressure exerted 

upon Shevgaonkar. 

PTI 

IIT Delhi Director óillegallyô setting up off-shore campus? 

India TV News Desk [ Updated 29 Dec 2014, 11:32:50 ] 

http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/iit-delhi-director-illegally-setting-up-off-shore-campus-45661.html 

New Delhi: Top sources in the Ministry of HRD claimed that possible reason for the resignation of Director, 

IIT Delhi could be his alleged involvement in óillegallyô setting up an off-shore campus of the top institute in 

Mauritius. 

According to a report published in Times of India, a top HRD official said that Raghunath K Shevgaonkar was 

on the radar of Ministry for taking up an óillegallyô to set an IIT, Delhi, campus in Mauritius. 

"We were asking him questions to which no affirmative response was given," the official said. 

The official further said that IIT Council told Shevgaonkar that the Institutes of Technology Act, that governs 

IITs, donôt permit creation of off-shore campuses. 

Despite IIT Councilôs reservation on the issue, the official claimed, Shevgaonkar went ahead with his proposal 

for signing a MoU with Tertiary Education Commission of Mauritius. 

The proposed institute was to be called International Institute of Technology Research Academy. 

He also revealed that when Shevgaonkar was asked to produce authorization certificate from the Ministry of 

HRD, he failed to put forward any paper regarding the same. 

http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/iit-delhi-director-illegally-setting-up-off-shore-campus-45661.html
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The institution was also asked if it had the clearance of the Ministry of External Affairs. 

"IIT -D claimed they had MEA permission but again could not produce any evidence," the official said. 

It was in November this year when the Ministry of HRD noticed that the MEA had not given any clearance for 

setting up an off-shore campus in Mauritius. Following this, the Ministry immediately issued a circular to all 

higher educational institutions asking them to take prior permission of MEA and HRD for any off-shore 

campus. 

Reports in a section of media said Shevgaonkar's resignation came under the government's pressure over 

matters involving land for cricketer Sachin Tendulkarôs cricket academy and BJP leader Subramanian Swamy 

salary dues. 

 IIT Delhi Director Cited Personal Reasons for Resignation: Bhatkar 
http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/IIT-Delhi-Director-Cited-Personal-Reasons-for-Resignation-Bhatkar/874821 

Expressing regret over the resignation of IIT Delhi Director K S Shevgaonkar, Chairman of the institute's Board of 

Governors Vijay P Bhatkar today said he was unaware of any pressure exerted upon Shevgaonkar. 

 

Bhatkar, who received Shevgaonkar's resignation over mail during the weekend and forwarded it to the HRD Ministry, 

said the Director's relationship with the governing board "has been very nice and good" and he had done a lot of good 

work on the campus. 

 

"Prof Shevgaonkar has cited personal reasons for resigning. He told me that he has been away from his family in 

Mumbai for more than three years and wanted to return to IIT Bombay to be with them. 

 

"I tried to convince him that he need not go for his resignation, but he said he has personal reasons to do that," Bhatkar, 

an eminent scientist himself, told PTI. 

 

Reacting to media reports, he said the Director could not have been under any pressure regarding the clearance of dues 

of IIT alumni and BJP leader Subramanian Swamy. 

 

"The court order has given a decision and the discussion are going on. The court has instructed to settle the issue with 

mutual negotiation which is going on. The question of the Director being under pressure does not arise here," he said. 

 

As far as opening a campus is Mauritius is concerned, he said the decision had the approval of the Government and an 

MoU was also signed in this regard with the involvement of the then HRD Minister M M Pallam Raju. 

 

He said the decision was also brought before the IIT-Delhi Board of Governors for approval. 

 

According to IIT-D official website, under the MoU entered between Mauritius Research Council (MRC) of Mauritius and 

IIT-D, India had last year agreed to develop and implement an IIT-like institution in Mauritius. 

 

The institute is officially named as International Institute of Technology Research Academy, Mauritius. 

 

 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/IIT-Delhi-Director-Cited-Personal-Reasons-for-Resignation-Bhatkar/874821
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Irani 'Humiliated' IIT Delhi Director Shevgaonkar: AAP 

http:/ /www.outlookindia.com/news/article/Irani-Humiliated-IIT-Delhi-Director-Shevgaonkar-AAP/874818 

The Aam Aadmi Party today accused HRD Minister Smriti Irani of "humiliating" IIT Delhi Director Raghunath K S 

Shevgaonkar and said the BJP was "misleading" the country over the issue. 

 

Shevgaonkar has resigned with more than two years of his tenure left amid a controversy over the circumstances under 

which he quit including alleged pressure put on him by the Human Resources Development Ministry. 

 

Shevgaonkar sent his resignation in a letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar on Friday evening in 

which he cited "personal reasons". 

 

AAP said that BJP's "unjustified political interference" is trampling the autonomy of the top institutions for professional 

and technical education. 

 

"The Aam Aadmi Party challenges the human resources development minister to answer the following two questions. Is 

it not a fact that she had recently summoned the IIT Delhi director ? 

 

"Is it not a fact that impolite language was used against such a senior professor and is it also not fact that he was 

humiliated in that meeting?" the party said in a statement. 

 

The party alleged that the BJP was hell bent on imposing its "dangerous agenda" on the nation. 

 

"Ranging from the removal of the Chief Vigilance Officer of AIIMS to the shocking resignation of the IIT Delhi Director, 

the entire government appears hell bent on imposing its dangerous agenda on the nation. 

 

"The HRD ministry had no right to interfere in the functioning of this autonomous institution and the matter should have 

been referred to its board of governors. The ministry in particular, appears to have made it a habit to create a 

controversy on a weekly basis," the statement added. 

IIT Delhi Director Mauritius Controversy ï Niti Exclusive 

http://www.niticentral.com/2014/12/29/iit-delhi-director-mauritius-niti-exclusive-293623.html 

The Times of India started the day with a false report of a controversy involving the resignation of the Director 

of IIT Delhi Prof R.K. Shevgaonkar. The report alleged that Sachin Tendulkar wanted to setup a cricket 

academy in IIT Delhi and this was one of the reasons for the reported resignation. With the master blaster, 

slamming Times of India for its false report without fact checking, the newspaper had to beat a hasty retreat 

with an apology and deletion of all references to Sachin. Meanwhile Lutyens Pundits Varadarajan and Shekhar 

Gupta added fuel to the fire with loose talk of why the Director was ñforcedò to resign. News has also trickled 

of a reported controversy regarding the Director and an IIT Research Academy setup in Mauritius. 

Here are the facts. 

http://www.outlookindia.com/news/article/Irani-Humiliated-IIT-Delhi-Director-Shevgaonkar-AAP/874818
http://www.niticentral.com/2014/12/29/iit-delhi-director-mauritius-niti-exclusive-293623.html
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An MoU was signed in November 2013 between then HRD Minister Pallam Raju and the Mauritius 

Government concerning collaboration with IIT Delhi and University of Mauritius. The scope of the MoU quite 

clearly was limited to IIT Delhi providing remote advise via video conferencing. 

Steering Committee will be set up to monitor the implementation of the project. The Committee will hold 

discussions through video conferencing to develop an implementation schedule and time frame. 

(ii) IIT, Delhi will help identify the Director of the IIT Research Academy of Mauritius. 

(iii) The themes of the research clusters will be indentified by MRC in consultation with University of Mauritius, 

and 

(iv) Research students will start undertaking their research at the Academy in June, 2014 

Since the controversy broke out earlier today an ABP News Journalist has quoted the former HRD Minister as 

saying that the MoU was limited to setting up a Research Center and not for ñrunning a Campusò. 

So what is IIT Delhiôs role in IIT-RA Mauritius. The concerned Minister in Mauritius has put on his blog the 

full speech delivered by him at the launch of IIT-RA which had several IITD Faculty Members including the 

Director physically present. The scope of IITDôs involvement in Mauritius according to that speech suggests IIT 

Delhi will practically be running IIT-RA for a period of 5 years. 

Here are the relevant portions of the speech: 

I am pleased that the two research clusters selected for the initial years are Computer Science & Engineering 

and Electrical & Electronic Engineering, organized around disciplines such as : 

¶ Computer Science: Algorithms/data structures, Cloud computing, Machine learning, Big data; 
¶ Electrical Engineering: Communication & DSP, VLSI, Optics & Photonics, Sensors & Instrumentation, RF & 

Microwave; 
¶ Common areas between Computer Science and Electrical Engineering: Vision and image processing, Embedded 

systems. 

The IITRA will provide opportunities to existing public universities by : 

¶ encouraging enrolment of staff and students without PhD from Tertiary Education Institutions (TEIs) to enroll in 
the IITRA research programs; 

¶ welcoming teaching opportunities by the faculty of IITRA in programs of the TEIs; 
¶ welcoming joint PhD supervision with TEIs where possible; and 
¶ encouraging joint research proposal submission with TEI faculties for grant application. 

The call for applications will be launched in August.  

I have to underline that the recruitment of faculty members, the enrolment of students and the award of 

qualifications will be made by the IIT Delhi and that the same stringent procedures will be followed.  

The project will be implemented under the strict guidance of IIT Delhi which will provide academic leadership 

and support. 

I have also to mention that the first five years will be guided by the IIT Delhi faculty staff to enable the 

institution to have sufficient number of high level faculty members and to be equipped with modern laboratories 

with the latest technologies.   

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=100779
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=100779
http://rajeshjeetah.blogspot.in/2014/07/launching-of-iit-research-academy-bel.html?m=1
http://rajeshjeetah.blogspot.in/2014/07/launching-of-iit-research-academy-bel.html?m=1


Page 12 of 41 

 

At the sixth year, it will become a full-fledged IIT and operate on its own 

There is a legitimate case to be made for autonomy to IITs to be able to chart their own destiny inside India and 

overseas. 

But one wonders if IIT Delhi in this case jumped the gun without obtaining the said autonomy from the Indian 

Government and exceeding the brief of the MoU by a wide margin ? 

Here is Prof Sheogaonkar speaking to Mauritian media in his own words 

If the role of the IIT Delhi is only a mentoring one, it will not be able to give qualifications, will it? 

At the beginning, we will register PhD students with the IIT Delhi. So in the next five years, those who are 

registered with the research academy will be given PhDs and masterôs from the IIT Delhi. These students will 

spend most of their time here in the academy, but for a short duration will go to Delhi and be required to do 

some courses there. When they come back, there will be joint supervision, one supervisor from here and one 

from IIT Delhi and the degree will be given by IIT Delhi. 

Will there be anybody from the IIT in Delhi controlling quality here? 

There will be. The regional director will put in the same quality here as in the IIT Delhi. 

Is there any agreement about the number of staff from India and locally? 

Not in concrete terms. At the beginning, there will perhaps be more staff coming in from the IIT Delhi, and others will be 

visiting staff. 

Who will be in charge of the institute? 

To start with, a regional director. We are also going to have a steering committee that takes policy decisions. The 

equivalent of the director of the IIT Delhi will be a member of it. As far as execution is concerned, policy decisions will 

directly go to the regional director. To start with, most of these decisions will come from the IIT Delhi, but maybe two 

years down the line, there will be a distinguished academician who will become the executive director here. 

Now of course the question is ς did IIT Delhi have the legal mandate and autonomy to practically run a campus in 

Mauritius with staff capacity and supervision capacity coming from India for the next 5 years ? 

Chetan BhagatVerified account @chetan_bhagat  

The IIT D director resigning is a serious issue to be investigated. We must protect our few institutions of 

excellence and their autonomy. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lexpress.mu/node/250412
https://twitter.com/chetan_bhagat
https://twitter.com/chetan_bhagat
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IIT D elhi Director Raghunath Shevgaonkar resigns amid 

Sachin Tendulkar, Subramanian Swamy row; Smriti Irani 

orders meet 

By: PTI | New Delhi | December 29, 2014 2:04 pm 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/iit-delhi-director-resigns-amid-controversy-smriti-irani-

orders-meet/23954/ 

IIT Delhi Director Raghunath K S Shevgaonkar has resigned with more than two years of his tenure left amid a 

controversy over the circumstances under which he quit including alleged pressure put on him by the Human 

Resources Development(HRD) Ministry. 

Raghunath Shevgaonkar sent his resignation in a letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar 

on Friday evening in which he cited ñpersonal reasonsò. 

ñI have resigned, thatôs it,ò was all that Shevgaonkar would say when he was confronted by reporters after a 

controversy erupted in which cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar was also dragged. 

 Check out Sachin Tendulkarôs reaction on Twitter: 

The HRD Ministry denied a media report that said Shevgaonkar resigned after he was allegedly put under 

pressure from the HRD Ministry to accede to two demandsïto provide the IIT ground for a cricket academy 

Sachin Tendulkar allegedly wants to open and to pay nearly Rs 70 lakh to former IIT-D faculty and now BJP 

leader Subramanian Swamy as his ñsalary duesò between 1972 and 1981. 

The Ministry issued the rejoinder after HRD Minister Smriti Irani convened a meeting of her officials in the 

wake of the resignation of the IIT-D Director. The news report that said Shevgaonkar resigned resisting 

pressure is ñfactually inaccurate and incorrectò and unnecessarily drags the HRD Ministry into the issue where 

no direction has been issued by the Ministry, a ministry statement said. 

ñThere is neither any request from Sachin Tendulkar for the ground of IIT for running a Cricket Academy nor 

any instruction from HRD Ministry to provide the same. 

The HRD Ministry has neither forwarded Subramanian Swamyôs request to IIT-Delhi nor given any direction to 

make payment of arrears to Swamy. Views of DoPT and Finance Ministry have been sought on the matter,ò the 

statement said. 

Tendulkar took to Twitter to express his anguish on his name being dragged in the controversy. 

ñI am appalled to read the stories that suggest some land has been asked from IIT-D for academy in my name,ò 

he said. 

ñI have not even planned any academy neither do I want any piece of land for any purpose. 

Wish that basic facts are checked from me before publishing such fiction using my name,ò he said in a couple 

of more tweets,ò he said. 

http://www.financialexpress.com/author/pti/
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/iit-delhi-director-resigns-amid-controversy-smriti-irani-orders-meet/23954/
http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/iit-delhi-director-resigns-amid-controversy-smriti-irani-orders-meet/23954/
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Swamy expressed shock over the issue of his dues being linked to the resignation of Shevgaonkar, saying it is a 

matter between the Government and the Board of Directors. 

ñThe Director doesnôt come into the picture at all,ò he said. 

Swamy alleged that the resignation was not over the alleged demand by HRD Ministry to settle his dues but had 

to do something with setting up IITôs Delhi campus in Mauritius. 

ñThe Director was found to have in 2011 gone quietly to Mauritius without telling the Government of India and 

set up an institute in the name of an affiliate of the IIT and so an explanation was asked from him. 

ñAnd in order to hide the fact that that would certainly mean termination of his directorship he tried to make a 

political capital of it,ò Swamy alleged. 

ñChairman, IIT-Delhi has forwarded Directorôs resignation letter on December 26 evening for appointing 

Authorityôs decision following due process. Resignation can only be accepted by the appointing Authority. 

It will have to go to the President for his approval as the visitor of IIT-Delhi,ò the HRD Ministry statement said. 

Shevgaonkar became the Director of IIT-Delhi in 2011. 

HRD Ministry sources said the IIT act provides for exchange of teachers and scholars between two countries. 

But with the opening of the campus in Mauritius, India is only sending teachers and there is no exchanges in the 

case, they said. 

IIT -D Alumni Association President Ashok Kumar said the whole of the instituteôs alumni is not happy that 

Shevgaonkar had resigned. 

ñThe whole of IIT-Delhi alumni coommittee is with the Director,ò he said. 

Congress leader and Northeast Delhi MP J P Agarwal demanded an inquiry into the resignation of 

Shevgaonkar. 

Former Delhi Chief Minister and AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal, an IITian, said it is ñvery sadò that Shevgaonkar 

had to resign and wondered whether the autonomy of IITs are being challenged. 

Smriti Irani calls meeting over IIT-Delhi director's resignation 

   Dec 28, 5:32 pm 

http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/2014-12-28/IIM-inauguration-by-Smrithi-Irani-in-Vizag-123315 

Finally at last the IIM promised by the central government during the state bifurcation will be inaugurated soon. 

Central Minister for Human Resources development Smrithi Irani is coming to Vizag on January 5th to 

inaugurate Indian Institute of Management. 

The state government has decided to start the courses from the next academic year itself. So, it allocates the 

Andhra Bank Management Building located in the Andhra University for IIM temporarily.  

http://www.thehansindia.com/posts/index/2014-12-28/IIM-inauguration-by-Smrithi-Irani-in-Vizag-123315
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Minister Smrithi Irani will formally inaugurate IIM to enable the government to make necessary arrangements 

for conducting the classes from next academic year. State government has allotted a vast land to IIM at 

Gambheeram village near Madhurawada in Vizag city. 

  

According to the inside sources, recently, a central team has visited the site and expressed satisfaction. So, once 

the construction of campus is completed there, IIM will shift there.  
 

IIT De lhi director quits over land for Tendulkar academy; 

HRD Ministry denies it exerted pressure 

http://ibnl ive.in.com/news/iit-delhi-director-quits-over-land-for-tendulkar-academy-hrd-ministry -denies-

it -exerted-pressure/520255-3.html 

New Delhi: The Union Human Resources Development (HRD) Ministry is in the midst of another controversy 

as IIT Delhi director Raghunath K Shevgaonkar has quit. While reports said Shevgaonkar resigned as he was 

facing pressure to give IIT land for a Sachin Tendulkar cricket academy and over pending dues of BJP leader 

Subramanian Swamy, the HRD Ministry has denied having anything to do with the two issues.  

IIT sources insist Shevgaonkar resigned because of personal reasons while HRD ministry sources say they had 

just forwarded a letter by Swamy about his pending dues to the IIT director.  

HRD Minister Smriti Irani is learnt to have called a meeting on Sunday over the resignation of Shevgaonkar 

before issuing a rejoinder over the issue. In a statement, the Ministry said, "There is neither any request from 

Sachin Tendulkar for the ground of IIT for running a Cricket Academy nor any instruction from MHRD 

(Ministry of HRD) to provide the same. MHRD has neither forwarded Mr Swamy's request to IIT-Delhi nor 

given any direction to make payment of arrears to Mr. Swamy. Views of DoPT (Department of Personnel and 

Training) and Finance Ministry have been sought on the matter."  

http://ibnlive.in.com/news/iit-delhi-director-quits-over-land-for-tendulkar-academy-hrd-ministry-denies-it-exerted-pressure/520255-3.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/iit-delhi-director-quits-over-land-for-tendulkar-academy-hrd-ministry-denies-it-exerted-pressure/520255-3.html
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The HRD Ministry has issued denial saying it did not have anything to do with IIT Delhi director's resignation. 

#hrd ministry #iit delhi #smriti irani #sachin tendulkar  

The sources said Chairman, IIT-Delhi, forwarded the director's resignation letter on December 26 for appointing 

authority's decision following due process. It will have to go to President Pranab Mukherjee for his approval as 

the Visitor of IIT-Delhi.  

"The news item reported is factually inaccurate and incorrect and unnecessarily drags the Ministry into issues 

where no direction has been issued by the Ministry," the HRD Ministry statement said.  

While Shevgaonkar has refused to comment over the issue, Tendulkar has tweeted denying reports that IIT 

Delhi had been asked to sanction land to set up an academy in his name. Tendulkar said he was appalled by the 

reports and that he had not even planned any academy nor wanted any piece of land.  

Sources said one of the reasons for the IIT director resignation was that HRD ministry had taken cognizance of 

a complaint against him for starting an off-campus branch of the institution. IIT Delhi had decided to set up a 

campus in Mauritius in 2013 under the UPA Regime but there was a complaint that it was in violation of rules. 

However, HRD Ministry had not given any notice to the director. 

 

 

 

 

http://ibnlive.in.com/newstopics/hrd-ministry.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/newstopics/iit-delhi.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/newstopics/smriti-irani.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/newstopics/sachin-tendulkar.html
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BJP demands probe against IIT-Delhi director  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bjp-demands-probe-against-iit-delhi-
director/articleshow/45669801.cms 

NEW DELHI: The BJP on Sunday demanded a probe by an independent agency against RK Shevgaonkar - who resigned 
from the post of Delhi IIT director - over his alleged involvement in setting up an institute in Mauritius. 
 
The Bharatiya Janata Party also refuted the charges that he was forced to leave the post under pressure from the central 
government. 
 
"Shevgaonkar has put in his papers due to his alleged involvement in the activities in Mauritius. An independent agency 
should probe the matter. One cannot escape by resigning and blaming others," BJP national secretary Shrikant Sharma 
said in a statement. 
 
"IIT Delhi is a honourable institution. No one should politicise the matter by taking its name," he said. 
 
Earlier, Shevgaonkar said he had resigned but refused to divulge the reason. 
 
Reports in a section of media said Shevgaonkar's resignation came under the government's pressure over matters 
involving cricketer Sachin Tendulkar and BJP leader Subramanian Swamy. 
 
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) slammed the government for "misleading" the country on the issue of Shevgaonkar's 
resignation. The government dismissed the report.  

IIT -Delhi director resigned because he was unmasked, alleges 

Swamy 

ANI  |   New Delhi   

December 29, 2014 Last Updated at 10:31 IST  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/iit-delhi-director-resigned-because-he-was-unmasked-

alleges-swamy-114122900158_1.html 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Subramanian Swamy on Monday alleged that the reason behind Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT)-Delhi director Raghunath K Shevgaonkar resignation, more than two years before 

the end of his term, is because he was unmasked. 

"The IIT-Delhi director was appointed by the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government he was caught for 

failing to inform the government of India of opening a branch of IIT in Mauritius. The IIT director has been 

unmasked that is why he has resigned, he violated the code of conduct and IIT statutes. He tried to play the 

victim," said Swamy. 

"The order of my termination was held null and void and the court said 'therefore he is deemed to have 

continued as a professor' which means all my salaries have to be paid. So I only asked for that, they were 

delaying it so I went to the court it issued notice to the government, and the government asked the director the 

reason for delay," he added. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bjp-demands-probe-against-iit-delhi-director/articleshow/45669801.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/bjp-demands-probe-against-iit-delhi-director/articleshow/45669801.cms
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/iit-delhi-director-resigned-because-he-was-unmasked-alleges-swamy-114122900158_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/iit-delhi-director-resigned-because-he-was-unmasked-alleges-swamy-114122900158_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Bharatiya+Janata+Party
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Delhi
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=United+Progressive+Alliance
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=India
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Iit
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Court
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Further lashing out at a private newspaper for publishing the wrong report Swamy said, "The Times of India 

violated principle of fair reporting, the order of my termination was null and void. I am surprised why this 

briefing and the TOI's failure to contact me to ask me, I would have put them wise to it. The TOI violated the 

principle of fair reporting and that's why I have sent them a notice for Rs. 1 crore." 

Yesterday, The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) had denied involvement over the 

resignation tendered by Shevgaonkar, adding that media reports to the contrary were 'factually inaccurate and 

incorrect'. 

Previously, media reports had stated that Shevgaonkar, who had more than two years left of his current term, 

was under pressure from the ministry to release pay of nearly Rs 70 lakh to former IIT-D faculty and now BJP 

leader Subramanian Swamy as his salary dues between 1972 and 1991. The report further stated that the 

ministry was also piling pressure on the premier institution to release land for former cricketer Sachin 

Tendulkar to start a cricket academy. 

Irani 'Humiliated' IIT Delhi Director Shevgaonkar: AAP 

The Aam Aadmi Party today accused HRD Minister Smriti Irani of "humiliating" IIT Delhi Director Raghunath 

K S Shevgaonkar and said the BJP was "misleading" the country over the issue. 

 

Shevgaonkar has resigned with more than two years of his tenure left amid a controversy over the 

circumstances under which he quit including alleged pressure put on him by the Human Resources 

Development Ministry. 

 

Shevgaonkar sent his resignation in a letter to Chairman of IIT Board of Governors Vijay P Bhatkar on Friday 

evening in which he cited "personal reasons". 

 

AAP said that BJP's "unjustified political interference" is trampling the autonomy of the top institutions for 

professional and technical education. 

 

"The Aam Aadmi Party challenges the human resources development minister to answer the following two 

questions. Is it not a fact that she had recently summoned the IIT Delhi director ? 

 

"Is it not a fact that impolite language was used against such a senior professor and is it also not fact that he was 

humiliated in that meeting?" the party said in a statement. 

 

The party alleged that the BJP was hell bent on imposing its "dangerous agenda" on the nation. 

 

"Ranging from the removal of the Chief Vigilance Officer of AIIMS to the shocking resignation of the IIT 

Delhi Director, the entire government appears hell bent on imposing its dangerous agenda on the nation. 

 

"The HRD ministry had no right to interfere in the functioning of this autonomous institution and the matter 

should have been referred to its board of governors. The ministry in particular, appears to have made it a habit 

to create a controversy on a weekly basis," the statement added. 

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal later wrote on micro-blogging website Twitter, "Sad to learn that IIT Director 

pressurised by govt. First govt interfered in AIIMS, now IIT. Govt shud stay away from autonomous 

institutions". 

 

Meanwhile, dismissing allegations levelled by opposition parties over Shevgaonkar's resignation, the BJP said 

the IIT director was not authorised to sign an MoU with Mauritius without the ministry's approval for setting up 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Bjp
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Bjp
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an IIT affiliate there. 

 

BJP national secretary Shrikant Sharma said the director of IIT was not authorised to sign the MoU without the 

approval of the ministry and he could not start a course of his own. 

 

"When asked by the authorities, he was unable to explain the power exercised by him in signing such an MoU 

as he did not have the prerogative to do so," he said, adding that, the allegations are baseless and aimed at 

tarnishing BJP's image. 

 

He said the NDA government is trying to rectify the infirmities and inadequacies in the education system 

created by the previous UPA government and is working in public interest and not in any individual's interest. 

 

"If somebody is twisting the matter for his personal consideration then it is his frustration as BJP is removing 

errors in the education system created by the previous government and working in public interest," he said. 
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