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Silicon Valley University row: Why are Indian students being 
deported from US?  

WASHINGTON: India has questioned the deportation of some students from India when they came to the US with valid 
student visas to study at two Silicon Valley institutions which have denied being "blacklisted.  

"There is definitely a glitch within the US system", sources said pointing out that the US consulate in Hyderabad issued F-
1 student visas and they carried the requisite I-20 forms issued by the educational institutions certifying their admission.  

The Indian Embassy here has taken up the matter with the State Department, the National Security Council and the 
Department of Homeland Security. Their response is still awaited.  

Sources also said that a couple of Indian consular officers who had gone to the San Francisco airport were not allowed to 
meet the Indian students who had been denied entry to the US and put back on flights to India.  

On reports that some students had been denied entry because they had failed to satisfactorily answer immigration 
officers' questions at the port of entry, sources said there could be one or two such cases, but wholesale deportation of 
students pointed to a problem in the US system itself.  
The sources also pointed out that the 14 Indian students 

 from India who were deported last week and 19 others not allowed to board their Air India flights to San Francisco had 
all sought admission to Silicon Valley University (SVU) in San Jose and Northwestern Polytechnic in Fremont.  

The two schools, meanwhile, asserted that they had not been "blacklisted" and US Customs and Border Protection 
officers were just implementing stricter screening security measures, which are not specific to their students, but to all 
international students entering the US.  

Advising all new and returning students to bring original documentation, SVU said "there were rumours reported by the 
media in India stating that SVU is being targeted by the US Customs and Border Protection (CBP)."  

This, it said, was "Due to the fact that there were some new SVU students being removed or deported back to India 
because they were not able to answer the questions adequately to the satisfaction of the inspectors at the port of 
entry."  

 

SVU said it did not "welcome those who intend to abuse their F-1 VISAs and have other intentions besides studying in 
our university.'  
 
NPU president Peter Hsieh assured "students, families, and friends" that "my team and I are deeply concerned and doing 
our best to clear NPU's name and fight for your rights."  

As "definitive proof that NPU is NOT blacklisted," it provided "evidence of a sample of new students that continue to 
enter the US with F-1 visas with NPU as the designated school."  
 
"The samples show entry on the December 20, 21 and 22, which are all dates after the false information reported in the 
media in India," it said.  

 

Students flew on Emirates, Etihad, and Singapore Airlines, NPU said claiming "Most students had to go through 
secondary inspections, but a few did not (only 5 minutes of questioning)."  
 
It had also demanded that Air India allow all NPU students to board and will contact any airline that causes such 
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problems for our students.  

 

It had also contacted US immigration officials and were seeking officials and media in India.  
 
"We have learned that a small percentage of international students are being sent back to India, but only those that fail 
their immigration interviews," NPU said.  

8 Indians Who Made 2015 A Proud Year For Us With Their 
Outstanding Achievements 

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/8-indians-who-made-2015-a-proud-year-for-us-with-their-outstanding-

achievements-248744.html 

Looking back on a passing year, we are often reminded of moments that made it a success. But more than 

moments, it's the people who shine as the real stars. People who do extraordinary work for the betterment of the 

country, and make their motherland proud.  

Today, we are reminiscing stories that made us smile while at work, that stayed with us while we drove back 

home, that inspired us to do better. Today, we are looking back at 8 exceptional personalities who, with their 

wins, not only made headlines but history itself! 

1. Professor U Ramamurthy 

An IISc Bangalore professor, Ramamurthy won UNESCO's 2015 Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) 

prize, which came with a cash prize of $15,000.  

"I left the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and came to India because I knew there is potential here. There 

must be more encouragement and funding. More Indians getting such awards will make our future generation 

confident of doing research from here," said Ramamurthy (seen centre). 

 

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/8-indians-who-made-2015-a-proud-year-for-us-with-their-outstanding-achievements-248744.html
http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/8-indians-who-made-2015-a-proud-year-for-us-with-their-outstanding-achievements-248744.html
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IISc 

2. Kalyanasundaram 

The 74-year-old retired librarian donated his entire life's earnings for the betterment of the poor. The money that 

he gave away amounted to a whopping Rs 30 crores!  

A recipient of both national and international awards, Kalyanasundaram has won the best librarian in India 

Award; Man of the Millennium award and Life Time of Service Award from Rotary Club of India in 2011; to 

name a few. 

 

Wikimedia 

3. Aditi Chauhan 

After becoming the first Indian to play in the English Premiere League, Aditi Chauhan made India even prouder 

by winning the 'Woman In Football Award' at the Asian Football Awards held in London this year. 
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4. Sameer Panda 

The Ph.D student's groundbreaking innovation 'Mild Run Flat Tyre' won a coveted award in the Create the 

Future Design Contest 2015, at the NASA Tech Brief in New York. His project was also recognised as among 

the top 10 entries in the contest that was jointly organised by NASA and Society of Automobile Engineers 

International. 
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Tycheejuno 

5. Lalita Prasida Sripada Srisai 

This 13-year-old genius from DPS Damanjodi (Odisha) won the 'Community Impact Award' at the Google 

Science Fair hosted this year. A student of IX standard, Lalita won $10,000 as prize money along with a year-

long mentorship from Scientific American.  



Page 10 of 18 

 

 

The Hindu 

6. Sanjiv Chaturvedi 

The recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay award, Sanjiv donated the entire prize money (Rs 19.85 lakh) to AIIMS 

for treatment of the poor, especially those who are suffering from different forms of cancer.  

The Magsaysay Award Foundation recognised Sanjiv for "his exemplary integrity, courage and tenacity in 

uncompromisingly exposing and painstakingly investigating corruption in public office, and his resolute 

crafting of programme and system improvements to ensure that government honourably serves the people." 
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Twitter 

7. Dr Modadugu Vijay Gupta 

India's renowned agriculture scientist, Dr Gupta has done some commendable work in the field of aquaculture, 

which led to his winning of the prestigious Sunhak Peace Prize award. He co-shares the award money of USD 1 

million with the President of Kiribati islands. 

 

newsonair.com 

8. Pentechan 

This group of 5 students from Bengaluru, all aged 14, won the Technovation challenge held at a global pitch 

event in San Francisco. Sanjana Vasanth, N Anupama, Mahima Mehendale, Swasthi P Rao and B Navyashree, 

who named their group the 'Pentechan' bagged the award for an app they developed called 'Sellixo'. The app is 

an intelligent take on an online marketplace for buying and selling dry waste. 
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pbs.twimg.com 

We salute these people for making a significant dent in the world, a mark that will always have them 

remembered as India's gems. 
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IIT-B Techfest ’15 starts tomorrow 

Salman KhanDec 25, 2015, 01.05 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/IIT-B-Techfest-15-starts-tomorrow/articleshow/50317563.cms 

Mumbai: The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (IIT-B) will host Techfest 2015 from December 26 to 

28. In association with Times of India, the three-day fest is one of Asia's largest. 

The Techfest will host various exhibitions, workshops and competitions for those interested in technology. The 

festival is also a platform for students to interact with personalities from across the globe to bridge the gap 

between industry and academia. Among the speakers this year are former ISRO chairman, K Radhakrishnan, 

Nobel Prize winner in Physics, Serge Haroche and CEO of BitTorrent, Eric Klinker. 

This year, the festival is also conducting an international summit addressing the idea "Internet of Things", 

which will give students insights into the digital revolution and how they can make the most of the opportunities 

available. The summit will start by a keynote lecture by Bob Frankston, co-creator of Spreadsheets followed by 

a panel discussion with representatives from companies like Tech Mahindra, Cisco, Oracle and Vodafone. 

The highlight event of this year's Techfest is Soul, a competition to make low-cost solar lamps, which can be 

made available to the common people in the rural parts of our nation as a part of the institute's Million SOUL 

project. 

Patronized by UNESCO and UNICEF, the festival usually sees a footfall of more than 1.45 lakh people 

comprising youth from over 2,500 colleges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Salman-Khan-479243242.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/IIT-B-Techfest-15-starts-tomorrow/articleshow/50317563.cms
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Nano circuits on table-top: A breakthrough at IISc 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Nano-circuits-on-table-top-A-breakthrough-at-
IISc/articleshow/50326824.cms 

A team from IISc has developed a method that could be a game changer in the semiconductor industry. 
 
The team have developed a method called Electrolitho graphy that can be used to write nano-scale circuits even on a 
table-top setup. 
It means faster, cheaper, more efficient patterning of circuits at room temperature and ambient conditions; another 
plus is that it doesn't require chemicals that can harm the environment.  
The team explained the technique in their paper titled Electrolithography- A new and versatile process for nano 
patterning and published in Scientific Reports. 
The invention is the result of meticulous studies carried out by Santanu Talukdar, a PhD student under the joint 
supervision of Dr Praveen Kumar and Prof Rudra Pratap. 
 
The team said the current instrumentation required to write nano-scale circuits require an extensive set up. 
"Electrolithography, on the other hand, could even be a table-top setup. Thus, we are not a follower in this area where 
we generally come up with only incremental changes onto some developed technology. 
"But we are the world-wide leader, coming up with a brand new technology and eventually a production tool", the team 
said.  

Jamia scraps entrance, JEE score to apply 

http://www.nyoooz.com/delhi/302438/jamia-scraps-entrance-jee-score-to-apply 

Summary: New Delhi: Jamia Millia Islamia will admit students to its engineering and architecture courses only 

on the basis of the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) main scores. "Only those candidates who have appeared 

for the JEE (main) 2016 as well as filled the online application of Jamia will be eligible for admission. The 

university will enroll strictly according to the merit list of JEE (main) and its own admission norms and 

reservation policies. All major engineering colleges in the country enroll students based on the JEE, including 

all the national institutes of technology. The university has decided to scrap its own entrance for the 2016-17 

academic session and advised its aspirants to take the JEE (main) instead.However, candidates will also have to 

apply separately to the university. 

New Delhi: Jamia Millia Islamia will admit students to its engineering and architecture courses only on the 

basis of the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) main scores. The university has decided to scrap its own entrance 

for the 2016-17 academic session and advised its aspirants to take the JEE (main) instead.However, candidates 

will also have to apply separately to the university. All major engineering colleges in the country enroll students 

based on the JEE, including all the national institutes of technology.  

 

According to Mukesh Ranjan, spokesperson, Jamia, The online application form, is available on our website 

and should be filled by January 31, 2016. The university will enroll strictly according to the merit list of JEE 

(main) and its own admission norms and reservation policies."Only those candidates who have appeared for the 

JEE (main) 2016 as well as filled the online application of Jamia will be eligible for admission.. .  

 

http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Nano-circuits-on-table-top-A-breakthrough-at-IISc/articleshow/50326824.cms
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/bangalore/others/Nano-circuits-on-table-top-A-breakthrough-at-IISc/articleshow/50326824.cms
http://www.nyoooz.com/delhi/302438/jamia-scraps-entrance-jee-score-to-apply
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