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Newspaper Clips 
    August 9, 2014 

IIT-Hyderabad eyes 6,000 students by 2018 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-08-08/news/52594396_1_iit-h-iit-hyderabad-btech 

HYDERABAD: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Hyderabad aims to increase students' strength up to 6,000 by 2018 and 

9,000 by 2021, a top official of the premier institution said. Currently, the student strength of the institute stood at 

1,650, of which 759 are doing BTech in eight engineering departments, said U B Desai Directors IITH. 

"Our expansion plan is that we want to be around 5,800- 6,000 students by 2018 and by 2021, we want to be 

9,000 students. Subsequently, it should be 20,000 by 2030. Most of the funding will come from the ministry 

(Ministry of HRD)," Desai said on the sidelines of third convocation of the institute. 

Earlier in his address, he said the IIT-H has close to Rs 125 crore research funding, of which, Rs 10 crore is 

from industrial research and consultancy. 

Currently, IIT-H is engaged in large project with Japanese collaboration- Disanet- information network for 

natural disaster mitigation and recovery. "The project, which involves two Japanese universities, four Indian 

research organisations, so far discovered new seismic fault that was not know earlier," he said. 

Under the project, strong motion sensors supplied by Japan have been installed in the lower Himalayan region 

to monitor seismic activity, Desai said. R Seshasayee, executive vice chairman of Hinduja Group India and 

BVR Mohan Reddy chairman, Board of Governors of IIT-H also spoke in the function. Reddy said IIT 

Hyderabad is contributing substantially to research with 43 per cent of the 265 students graduating today being 

post-graduates. 

This is a reflection of IIT Hyderabad's emphasis on research in addition to under-graduate programs and 

contribution to nation building. Research in application of technology to socio-economic challenges will go a 

long way towards sustained economic development and inclusiveness in our nation.  
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IIT-M roped in for reservoir project 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chen-infra/iitm-roped-in-for-reservoir-project/article6296682.ece 

With the project to create a reservoir at Thervoy Kandigai approaching a significant stage, the Water Resources 

Department (WRD) has sought recommendations from IIT-Madras for the design of a bund. 

Work is under way to form the fifth reservoir by merging water bodies in Thervoy Kandigai and Kannan Kottai 

in Tiruvallur district, at a cost of Rs. 330 crore.  

Construction of the 7.1-km-long bund is the primary part of work to create the reservoir to meet the city’s 

growing water needs, said officials of WRD.  

In a bid to ensure strength of the bund, the department has roped in a three-member team of the Geotechnical 

Engineering Division, IIT-M, to explore various options for its construction.  

A WRD official said the team from IIT-M was being consulted for measures to be provided to control seepage 

from the earthen bund and also for reviewing the data of soil tests that are being conducted.  

R.G. Robinson, who is part of the IIT-M team, said the soil condition in the area would be studied to provide 

recommendations on the depth and materials to be used to result in a stable bund.  

The team is set to submit a report in a few days to enable the bund to be built in five months.  

About 30 per cent of the work, including construction of a canal to bring water from Kandaleru Poondi canal, 

and bridges, has been completed so far. The entire project is set to be completed in mid-2015. 

Many IIT students struggle in first year  

DC | N. ARUN KUMAR | August 09, 2014, 05.08 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140809/education/article/many-iit-students-struggle-first-year 

Chennai: IIT aspirants may secure top marks in Class 12 and in the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) to get 

admission in a IIT. However, a few seem to fail in main subjects like Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry. 

  

Data provided by IIT-Madras reveal that of the 840 students, 6.89 per cent failed in Mathematics (first 

semester), 9.95% failed to clear Maths in second semester, 10.46% in Chemistry, 5.3 per cent in Physics (first 

semester), 1.3 per cent in Physics (second semester), Thermodynamics (10.73 per cent) and engineering 

drawing (2.4 per cent). 

  

Speaking to Deccan Chronicle, former deputy director and professor emeritus at IIT-M's ocean engineering 

department Prof V.G. Idichandy says that students don't take IIT system seriously in the first year as they had 

spent all their childhood in coaching centres so they want to relax in the first year. 

  

“Considering the high calibre of students at IITs, the numbers are not alarming as all technical institutions in the 

country have a similar story. They think JEE is the end of life and they don't realise there is a life beyond it at 

IITs. It is also not possible in IITs to provide individual care given the large size of classes,” he said. 

  

Prof Idichandy, who had also served the institute as dean (students) points out that the teaching methodology in 

coaching centres and IITs differ, which makes transition difficult for the student in first year. 
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Asked about the steps IIT-M administration had done to help students, a senior faculty at the institute said that 

shifting workshop courses to summer the institute had reduced the course load of students in the first year. 

  

“Students who require hand holding are identified early, through their first quiz performance and a 'study-circle' 

system is arranged in the respective departments by involving senior dual degree students and a faculty mentor. 

They help these students by clarifying their doubts, make them work out problems with graded difficulty and 

provide the required academic support and confidence-building measures,” the faculty said. 

  

A student said that he comes from a rural background and it had become difficult for him to adapt to urban 

conditions immediately. “I am not strong in English and even before we settle down, our first semester exam 

starts. The mentor system helped me a lot to come out with good scores in the second year,” he said. 

Union budget 2014: India to get five new IITs and IIMs; Four 

new AIIMS to begin soon!  

http://daily.bhaskar.com/news/EDU-union-budget-2014-india-to-get-five-new-iits-and-iims-four-new-aiims-to-begin-so-
4675722-NOR.html 
Finance Minister, Arun Jaitley in the union budget of 2014-15 has proposed for five new IITs and five new IIMs for India. 
Establishing new IITs and IIMs was expected to be announced in this budget as Prime Minister had already hinted about 
the same in his speeches earlier. According to Modi, every state in India will soon have its own IIT and IIM. 
  
Millions of youngsters who had high expectations from the newly formed government regarding the reforms in 
educational sector can be a little relieved. Along with establishing new IITs and IIMs, Film and Television Institute of 
Inida (FTII), Pune and SRFTI, Kolkata are going to get the status of national importance. There is also a proposal to start 
12 more government medical and dental colleges.   
  
Four new AIIMS will also be set up in Andhra, West Bengal, Vidarbha and Purvanchal. The budget of Rs. 500 crore has 
been set aside for the same. The six new AIIMS that have started recently are already functional. 
  
Following are the developments in Education sector: 
   

1. Proposal to set up 5 new IIMs and 5 new IITs 
2. Four new AIIMS will be set up in Andhra, West Bengal, Vidarbha and Purvanchal 
3. 12 more Govt Medical colleges will be built with dental facilities 
4. FTII Pune, SRFTI Kolkata to get special status of national importance  
5. 100 crore budget fixed for 'Beti padhao, beti badhao yojana' 

  
The BJP's election manifesto spoke of areas concerning girl education, e-learning, restructuring of University Grants 
Commission (UGC) into Higher Education Commission and setting up of National Multi-Skill Mission to name a few, 
besides others. 
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