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I'T Delhi freshers get
‘counselling, support

Shaswatl Das
® shaswati.das®hindustantimes cam

NEW DELHI: The management at
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Delhi, is leaving no stone
unturned to bring the campus
atmosphere back to normal fol-
lowing the suicide of 19-year-old
student Dinesh Ahlawat on
. August 4.

Students have been coun-
selled repeatedly and made to
go through several sessions with
senior students assisting in the
process.

“There is a strong system of
student counsellors, who pro-
vide support to first year stu-
dents within the first 15 days of
joining. Following the suicide,
our in-house counsellor was
available at all times to help stu-
dents come to terms with the
situation,” said Shashi Mathur,
Dean of Students, IIT.

The institute’s hostel func-
tionaries and the Board of

There is a strong system
of studlent counsellors,

who provide support.

SHASHI MATHUR
Dean of students, IIT-D

Students’ Welfare, which com-
prises third and fourth year stu-
dents, also played an active role
in easing the situation.

“The entire episode came as
a shock when we learnt that one
of our batchmates had com-
mitted suicide, without any
provocation at all. But the sen-
iors were quite supportive and
even though it might take some
time to get over the shock,
things are a lot calmer now” said
Rohan Kumar (name changed),
a first year student.

The first year students have
also been made to undergo a
counselling programme
that forms a part of their
curriculum,
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Kapil Sibal’s efforts: 15

- Bills pending clearance

-~
.

If cleared, they would have streamlined educataon in
Indla, but some have been waitmg for over2 years

KIRTIKA -
SUNEJA % - .

he monsoe;n Eeséién of Parliament
I has begun and education tops the

chartof thenumberof Bills—exactly ™
-15—that are to be tabled or passed. Thisis -
-rhetoric by saying that most of these Billsare

ironical because when he took charge of the
ministry of human resource development

{MHRD) two years ago, Kapil Sibal un- -
leashed aslewof reforms, Hepromisedtore-”

form the education sector by introducing
dramaticchangeslikescrappingtheclass 10

board exams. However, all his talk has not - -

culminated into action, with 15 Bills await-

ingclearanceatdifferentlevels.

" If the Bills-—some if not all---had ’been
\cleared, they would have streamlined the

education space ina much better way and

fast-tracked the ministry’s vision of creat-
ing a knowledge economy in Indla over the
- coming years,

. Themost important leglslatmn m hlgher
education-the Higher Education and Re’
search Bill--that has recommended the cre-

ation of an omnibus national commissionto

oversee higher education and research is

" with the legislative department for legal-
vetting and is yet to be introduced, although

the plan to have sucb 2 body was formulated
_ twoyearsago.

On the other hand, the Prohibition of Un- )

fair Practices in Technical Educational Instf-
© tutions, Medical Educational Institutions

_+ and Universities Bill 2010 and the Foreign -

Educational Institutions Bill (which aims to

open the higher education sector to foreign

"« players by letting them setup campuses inIn-
. . dia) wererecently tabled in the Rajya Sabha.

The controversial Educational Tribunals

" Bill 2010 is still in the Rajya Sabha after

" getting cleared by the Lok Sabha, while’
" the Natiotial Accreditation Regulatory Au--

" therity for Higher Educational Institutions

assess and accredit institutions of higher

education to ensure high standards, is still -

. withthe parliamentary standmg comm1ttee

. forrecommendations.
) However, the standing commitiee has.

‘madesomeprogresson the National Council

for Teacher Education (NCTE} Amendment
" - Bill that will clarify its applicability to mat-
* tersrelatingtonormsfor theminimumgual

ification for appointment of schoolteachers
and clarify its applicability to schools and

" schoolteachers. Officialssaid thatthe Union

Cabinet has approved the Bill and it will be
taken upfor consultation inthe next session
of Parliament,

The ministry justifies its action-less

atthe Parliament Jeve! and need to be pushed
throughthat, and it can't proceed untilatl the
legisiations from various other ministries

~ areinplace.

The next legislation that awaits clearance
istheInstitutesof Technology (Amendmenit)
Bill 2010 on providing technelogical support
by IITs to the states that has been cleared by

_the Union Cabinet and the Lok Sabha but is

pending Rajya Sabha’s approval.
- The National Institutes of Technology

- {Amendment) Bil1 2016 that will bring thefive

Indizn Institutes of Science Education and
Research (IISERs) under the NIT Act and de-

- ¢lare them to be instititions of national im-
- portance and will strengthen thenetworking
- of NITsand IISER, is still waiting to be taken
-upbyParliament.

The Central Eduéational Institutions
(Reservation in' Admission) Bill will scon be
taken up with the Cabinet whereas the

progressonCopyright(Amendment) Billand

the Architects (Amendments) Bill is halted

because the law ministry is vetting the.

amendments suggested by the standing com-
mittee, The National Academic Depository
(Amendment) Bill 2011 that seeks o createa
natipnaldatabaseof academicqualifications

" inDMAT format, which willauthenticateand

reissue certificates, is acheduled to be tabled

" in the next session of Parliament and the

same Is the case with the Universities for In-
novationBill 2011. -

". . i this was not enough, the ministry has "

two more legislations that need work. These

. areon the common entrance exam forall pro- -
- Bill, which intends to set up an agency to °

fessional courses and education guarantee
financeschemes. -
: k:mka.suneja@expressindia.com
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IIT first batch left out of

Prithvijit Mitra| tn

Kolkata: They are a batch
which witnessed technologh
cal history being made 60
years ago. And they saw In-
dia’s premier engineering in-
stituteemergeunder the guid-
ance of stalwarts like Prof JC
Ghosh and Prof Keshav Mur-
thy from their lecture theat-
res. Bven as thelr alma mater
is about to observe its 60th an-
niversary, they feel slighted
and ignored.

About a dozen surviving
members of IIT Kharagpur's
first batch — who walked into
its hallowed turf in 1951 —
have not been invited for the
diamond jubilee celebrations
on August 21, which will be at-
tended by the prime minister.
Deeply hurt at the treatment
meted out fo them, the septua-
genarians have written to IIT
director Damodar Acharya,
remindinghimof hispromise
to involve them in the event
and that “ignoring the
first batch students wiltbean
injustice” to the historic
institution.

An email to the director
has elicited no  response.
When the alumni called
Acharya last month, he alleg
edly refused to speak to them.
“ltisextremely disheartening
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and humiliating for us. The
TITsystem started withusand
developed into the leading
technological education pro-
vider of the country We are
the only group which was
there when # all began. It
pains toknow that none at [T
Kharagpur wants us to share
those early experiences. Or,
that despite being witness to
the institute’s birth and its
first students, we are not con-
sidered important enough to
take part in its diamond jubi-
lee celebrations,” said Mihir
Biswas, a member of the first
batch of mechanical engi-
neering. About 10 of them
have been meeting at a restau-
rant in Ballygunge every Sun-
day morning for the last 50
years. None of thelr teachers
arealive.

Biswas, whohaswrittenio
the director on behalf of his
batchmates, pointed out that
the group had been similarly
ignored during T Kharag-
pur’s golden jubilee in 2001.
“We had virtually gate-
crashed on that occasion.
The authorities didn't seem
too pleased about it but later
organized a ploneer’s meet
for us. It was, however, done
as an afterthought and was
notaspontaneousmove,” satd
Biswas.

113 M

Students of HT Kharagpur's first batch meet at a city restaurant

Last year, the alumni met
Acharya and offered fo help
organize the dlamond jubilee
meei, “We told him that we
would be honoured to play a
partand could even chalk out
an event plan. The director
readily agreedand toldusthat
he would get in touch in due
course. Months passed but
nothing happened till we
came across this announce-
menton the IIT website. Ithad
the schedule for the celebra-
tions and left us heartbroken.
Later, we came to know that
other batches have been invit
edfor the programme, includ-
ing somealumnifrom abroad,

but we were left out yet again.
We had really expected an
invifation this time,” added
Biswas.

His baichmate Bhimchan-
dra Mandal, who fopped the
first batch and was awarded
the first President’s gold med-
al, recalled how Jawaharlal
Nehru — an eager patron of
HT—had faken a perscnal in-
terest in having him sent
abroad for further studies.
“Since I had topped, he want-
ed me to go to Germany fora
master’s degree. Eventuaily,
the Germany stint didn’t ma-
terialize buthetook the initia-
tivetosendme to USA. Wehad

teachers like Dr Seth, Prof
Kraus and Keshav Murthy at
HT who were legends. Teach-
ing was a mission for them
and for us they were all father-
figures. s sad that all that
dor’t seem to count any
more,” said Mandal, aformer
directorof Mecon.

The Kharagpur campus,
the first IITians recalled, was
a vast, open space with a cou-
ple of buildings. “There was
justone hostel butlding — the
Patel Hall — and all 210 stu-
dents were huddled in it. We
learnt and grew up together.
The bond still exists and [IT
remains our home, We feel in-
sulied by thisexclusion,” said
78-year-old Jnanomoy Ma-
jumdar, a civil engineer who
served as a director of NPCC
Lid. The feeling is shared by
his batchmates Arun Kumar
Ray, Pabitra De Sarkarand Ta-
run Sen.

Effortstocontact T divec-
tor Damedar Acharya failed.
‘When Tol called his office, of-
ficials said Acharya will not
be not taking ‘unscheduled
calls’ till the event on August
21, Dean of alumni affairs
Amit Patra, however, denied
that former students have
been invited for the meet. “We
are just holding the convoca-
tion on August 21 and kicking
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celebrations

off the diamond jubilee cele-
brationson thatday An alum-
ni meet will be held in Janw
ary for which invitations are
going to be sertt to all former
students, including those of
thefirstbatch,” said Patra. He
added that members of the
1951 batchwere welcometoat-
tend the convocation. “Unfor-
tunately weshallnotbeableto
accommodate them at our
guest houses which are going
to be packed. But we shall ar-
range seatsforthematthehall
and they can also join the con-
vocationlunch, provided they
letusknow inadvance. Weare
not nviting the alumni,” said
Patra.

The group is still expect-
ing a call. B's unfaiy, said the
alumni, to club them with the
rest of the former students.
Theyareapartof thellT shis-
tory whichwarrantedan invi-
tation, they felt. If it doesn’t
comethrough, the elderly gen-
tlemen might just walk into
the campus on August 21, do-
inganencoreof 2001. “Werisk
being stopped at the gates for
security is going to be tight. It
would be humiliating if we
aremadetoretarn, butweare
willing to risk the embarasse-
ment since this could be our
last chance to take part in an
HTevent,” said Biswas.
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HYPERSONIC FLIGHT: AROUND THE WORLD IN 60 MIN?

.

FASTER THAN A MISSILE: An artist’s rendition of
the Falcon Hypersonic Technology Vehicle 2 (HTV-2),
an unmanned, rocket-launched, manoeuverable
aircraft that can glide through the Earth's
atmosphere at a top speed of 21,580kmph. The US
Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency
launched it atop a rocket on Thursday from
Vandenberg Air Force Base, but lost contact with it
after the vehicle successfully separated from the
booster and entered the mission's glide phase. The
project developed jointly with the Pentagon has the
capability to reach anywhere in the world in less than
60 minutes. It would take less than 12 minutes to fly
from New York to Los Angeles, a journey which takes
a normal jet more than five hours, The US military
hopes that the success of the mission would enable it
to strike terrorists or rogue states anywhere in the
world in short reaction time. The Falcon HTV-2,

to cost $308 million, has the potential of carryinga
payload 453kg, including a nuclear bomb, The project
is scheduled to be completed by 2025, A similar vehi-
cle was launched last year and returned nine minutes
of data before contact was prematurely lost
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Math ability

is inborn, says study

London: Ever wondered why some
people are good at mathematics while
many struggle with numbers? It's be-
cause they were probably born that
way, scientists say.

Researchers atJohns Hopkins Uni-
versity in Baltimore found that mathe-
matical talent does not appear to be
linked to all-round intelligence.

The ability to work with numbers
may be something that is entirely pre-
destined — either you have it or you
don’t, theysaid.

Previous research has indicated
that “number sense” is basic to hu-
mans whouse it toestimate thingslike
the number of seats in a cinema or
crowd sizes.

Now the researchers, who carried
out tests on children tos young to have
been taught mathematics, found that
people are either born with a mathe-

matical brain or not, the Daily Mailre-
ported.

During the study, 200 four-yeart

olds viewed flashing groups of blue
and yellow dots on a computer screen
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NUMBER SENSE? IT'S IN YOUR BLOOD

and were asked which colour was
shown the most.

The children then had to count
items on a page, determine which of
two numbers was greater or lesser, as

well asread numbers. pri
1
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Web censors? A software to
beat them all developed

London: Scientists have de-
veloped a new data smug-
oling software which they
say could allow citizens in
countries like China having
strict Internet filters to visit
any site thevwant.

The software, called Tel-
ex, hides data from banned
websites inside traffic from
sites deemed safe. Itdrawson
well-known encryption tech-
niques to conceal data malk-
ing it hard todecipher.

%o far Telex 1s only a pro-
totype butin tests it has been
able to defeat Chinese web fil-
ters, the researchers said.

“We have tried it from

EREAKING THE SHACKLES

computers there, 8o far, we
have had no problems with

within China bouncing it off the censorship there,” Dr

Alex Halderman, one of de-
velopersof Telex, was quoted
assayving by the BEC.

The software allowed the
team to view banned content
such as high definition You-
Tubevidecsandsitesdeemed
subversive by the Chinese au-
thorities, he said.

According to Dr Halder-
marn, Telex was developed to
pet around the problem that
stops other anti-censorship
technologies  from  being
more effective,

Many existing anti-cen-
sorship svstems involve con-
necting to a server or net-
work outside the country in
whichauser lives. en



